Aero and Officer Mike/Joan Plummer Russell/ Created by Tangipahoa Parish District

Unit 2/Week 7

Title: Aero and Officer Mike
Suggested Time: 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.7, RI.3.10; RF.3.3, RF.3.4; W.3.2, W.3.4; SL.3.1, SL.3.6; L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4 

Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Partners work together as a team to support each other to get the job done, even if one of those partners is an animal.
Synopsis

This nonfiction story is about a partnership between a policeman, Officer Mike, and his partner, a police dog named Aero. Information about daily routine (work and breaks), Aero’s special talents and Officer Mike’s training and care of Aero is included.  The story entails a range of typical, routines activities that Aero and Officer Mike may do in a day, including veterinarian checkups, visiting hospitals or schools, modifications to the car for Aero, how Officer Mike trains Aero, and how Officer Mike and Aero communicate with each other.
Instructional Focus

Partnership and teamwork
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along.
(Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (e.g., whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)

Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	How does Aero react when Officer Mike puts on his uniform with the silver badge on his chest? Why does Aero do this? 
	Aero jumps up, ready to have his wide black leather collar with the police badge on it slipped over his head.  Aero knows it is going to be a work day. 

	What are two things that Aero can do that Officer Mike cannot do? 
	Aero has a powerful nose and can sniff and find lost children or things.  Aero can run faster than any human being.

	To patrol is to go through an area and guard it or keep it safe. Using evidence from the text, explain Officer Mike and Aero’s patrol schedule.
	Officer Mike and Aero do not have a regular schedule. Some weeks they patrol from morning to evening and some weeks they sleep during the day and patrol at night.

	What does the author tell us about how Aero behaves when being on duty versus taking a break? Use details from the text in your answer. 
	When Aero is on duty, he’s not allowed to play. Aero protects the police car and will not let anyone sit in the car without Officer Mike’s permission. Aero will jump out of the police car and help Officer Mike if he needs Aero’s help. When Aero takes a break, he acts differently.  Aero pushes his head against Officer Mike when he needs a break.  Aero leaves the car to go explore and may chase a tennis ball.  Aero is ready to play when he is on a break.

	How does Officer Mike know when Aero needs a break? What does Officer Mike mean when he tells Aero to “Go be a dog!” 
	Aero pushes his head against his partner’s (Officer Mike) head to let him know. Officer Mike is encouraging Aero to play during the break by exploring and maybe playing with a ball. 

	Using evidence from the text, describe two ways Officer Mike can talk to Aero.  
	One way is to use hand and arm signals; for example, when Officer Mike’s hand is raised, it means ‘sit’.  Another way is Aero can understand some short verbal commands, such as ‘find him’ and ‘stop him’.

	Based on the text, what is an obstacle course?  
	Aero is practicing going through difficult spots, like going up and down stairs, crawling through a tunnel, jumping over a fence, and walking over grating.

	What evidence does the author provide to show that Aero struggles with walking on the grating during his training with Officer Mike? How was Aero feeling at this point in the story and what in the story helps you to know this?  How did Officer Mike encourage Aero?
	The author writes, “His legs began to quiver, and he whined a frightened cry.” The fact that Aero’s legs are shaking and he is whining and cry shows that he is scared about being on the grate. It is not something he is used to, and it scares him. Officer Mike encourages Aero by saying, “Good boy, you can do it.”

	What does the author tell us about how Aero’s sense of smell helps the police force? How is this talent helpful?  
	The author writes that one of Aero’s most helpful talents is to find things by smell. Aero can find lost things or lost children by using his sense of smell. This talent is helpful because a K-9’s nose is hundreds of times more powerful than human noses.

	Why does Aero go to the veterinarian’s office?  How does this help you to understand Aero and Officer Mike’s relationship?  Support your answer with evidence.
	Aero goes to the veterinarian’s office for regular checkups. Officer Mike is looking at Aero and has his hand either petting or supporting Aero’s head while Aero is being examined by the veterinarian.  This shows that Officer Mike cares a lot about Aero and is taking care of Aero by getting Aero to the doctor for his checkups.

	How does Aero’s behavior when visiting a school or hospital help to show his gentler side?
	Aero is always gentle with children.  He lies down, staying very still and quiet so the child won’t be afraid of him.

	What is the rule about petting a strange dog?  What is the safe way to approach a police dog? 
	Always ask permission from the owner before petting a strange dog.  Never come up behind a police dog. Walk up to a police dog slowly from the front so he can see you.  Let the dog sniff your hand.  Pet his head and ears gently.  Talk to the dog softly.



	How does Aero feel about Officer Mike at the end of the work shift and when they go home?  How does this make them good partners? 
	Officer Mike is Aero’s best friend.  Aero trusts and loves Officer Mike.  This makes them good partners because they care for each other, so it’s easier for them to spend so much time together and work together.


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	patrol


	gentle

eager

cruiser

loyal

difficult, grating, quiver, steep

quiver

grating

wander

infection



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	obstacle course

scent


	outstretched, command, obey

whine, frightened

scent, unique

veterinarian

demonstrate

carefully

snap

plop




Culminating Task

· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
Write a paragraph about how Officer Mike and Aero support each other as partners and work together in order to get the job done. Use evidence from the story to construct at least eight sentences with information about Aero’s special gifts and what Officer Mike does to be a good partner to Aero. 

[Aero’s gifts:  Scent/smell; fast; strong and fierce; loyal, obey, pleasing; understands & obeys commands; Officer Mike takes is a good partner to Aero:  ‘listens’ to Aero (head rub) to give a break and plays with Aero during break (may throw ball); works with Aero with signals and commands (hand outstretched-‘stay’; arm raised-‘sit’; hand flat-‘down’; calls Aero a ‘good dog’, trains Aero (such as through obstacle course); encourages and soothes Aero (obstacle course grating and at veterinarian checkup; teaches others about how Aero is special and how to approach, pet and speak to Aero)

 Model paragraph:  

     Officer Mike and Aero support each other in working as police partners.  Aero has special gifts that support their police work.  Aero has a powerful nose and can find lost things or children.  He is very strong and fast and can be fierce when helping to catch criminals.  One of Aero’s most important jobs is to protect Officer Mike.  Officer Mike is a good partner to Aero, because he takes good care of Aero.  He gives Aero breaks when Aero rubs his head and plays with Aero, telling Aero to “go be a dog”.  Officer Mike takes Aero to veterinarian checkups and calls Aero a “good dog”.  Training Aero is another way Officer Mike is a good partner, and Officer Mike teaches other people about how special Aero is and how to approach and pet Aero.

Additional Tasks

· The grammar focus for this lesson is a review of common and proper nouns.  Briefly review common and proper nouns before students write the paragraph for the culminating task.  Integrate the review with the paragraph by directing students to edit for capitalized proper nouns, identifying proper versus common nouns (could make a list with a partner, could underline common nouns once and proper twice, etc)

· The phonics and spelling focus for this lesson is a review of consonant digraphs  ch, tch, sh, wh.  Direct students in partners or in small groups to identify and categorize these digraphs from the story and write the page number(s) beside the ch, tch, sh and wh words.  If time permits, conduct a carousel, by hanging large sheets of paper around the room, each headed with a digraph.  Then, have the student teams take turns with one minute each to write a word (with the page number found) under each heading on each paper.  When the minute is up, the groups move until everyone has depleted their list.  Correct and/or complete any list as needed.

· The fluency focus is phrasing.  After the story is read multiple times and all the activities are completed, have students partner read the story with an emphasis on phrasing.  Review phrasing, model it and choral read a portion of the story with the class before students practice with partners.  Consider bringing students that may still struggle at the word level to a small, teacher-directed group and choral read with the teacher.

· The culminating task supports the writing activity, writing paragraphs.
Note to Teacher

· Expect students to respond verbally and in writing using complete sentences.  Use sentence starters to prompt students that need scaffolding for speaking and/or writing in complete sentences.  Be direct and brief, so this is not time consuming for students that are not proficient.  For example, give a model and have the child repeat it.
· Engagement strategies, such as partner talk, choral responses, and signaled responses will help keep students on task and improve time efficiency.  For example, the teacher may direct students to identify a partner and then direct students to find and whisper the answer to a partner before eliciting a choral response from the whole group.  Teachers could direct students to point to an answer on the page, point to words on the board, thumbs up for yes and thumbs down for no, etc.
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