One Riddle, One Answer/ Lauren Thompson/ Created by Atlanta District

Unit 3/Week 2

Title: One Riddle, One Answer
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, RL.3.7; RF.3.3, RF.3.4; W.3.1, W.3.4; SL.3.1; L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.5
Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

The answer to a problem can come from an unexpected source.  People often form relationships based on shared interests. 

Synopsis
This story is a folktale about a princess named Aziza who chooses her husband based on his answer to a math riddle.  After traveling the kingdom, many suitors (a scholar, merchant and soldier) tried to answer her riddle but to no avail. A simple farmer was able to easily solve the riddle and that is who she chose as her husband.
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

	Aziza is important to her father’s kingdom. How does the author show that the sultan trusts his daughter’s judgment? 
	The sultan allows her to choose her own husband instead of listening to his advisors. The author states that Aziza was wise and good, and that her happiness was important to the sultan. 

	What evidence does the author show that Aziza is interested in choosing her own husband? 
	Aziza comes up with a better plan to find her husband, by posing a riddle for her suitors to answer.

	“Aziza set out with a caravan in search of the one who could solve the riddle.” Based on her actions in the story, what does this tell you about Aziza’s character? 
	Aziza is independent, brave and a risk taker.  

	A scholar is someone who is very educated. Which words provide evidence of this definition? 
	The words “studied”, “observed” and “learned” are evidence to the word scholar’s meaning.

	A merchant is a person who buys and sells things in a marketplace.  Find evidence that shows how his answer to the riddle connects to his profession.
	He answers, “money always comes first,” because he works with money as he sells and buys items. Money was his response because that was the most important thing to him. 

	Can you find a pattern with the answers that the scholar, soldier, and merchant have given? 
	The first three suitors gave responses that were relevant to their professions. The scholar/astronomer gave a response about the sun; the soldier gave a response about a sword and war; and the merchant gave a response about money and how matters of the world are related to it.

	After hearing three suitors answer the riddle incorrectly, why is Aziza discouraged? Find proof in the paragraph that shows Aziza is beginning to feel disappointed.  
	Aziza is discouraged because she is beginning to believe that no one will respond correctly to her riddle. She ordered the caravan to return to her father’s palace.

	Why was Ahmed able to answer the riddle correctly? 
	The text states, “Ahmed too loved numbers.”

	How does the illustrator provide clues to help the reader understand Ahmed’s answer to the riddle?
	The illustrator shows a fraction on the donkey’s back. The illustration of the horse explains what happens when the number one is placed beside another number and how its value changes. The illustration of the clouds show when a number is multiplied by one, its value is the same.

	“Won my hand” is an idiom that means “you have proven that you’re worthy of marrying”.  Why does Aziza does tell Ahmed that he has won her hand? 
	Ahmed was the only one that could answer the riddle and he proved to Aziza that he was a suitable husband.

	How do you know that the sultan approves of Aziza’s choice of Ahmed as a husband? 
	The sultan appointed Ahmed as the chief advisor of farming and trusted him with such a large responsibility. 


Vocabulary
	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Have to Know
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

Good to know -General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	Suitable 

Recommend

Worthy

Pose

Clever

Caravan

Scholar

Observed


	Advisor

Astronomer

Merchant

Wearily

Perhaps



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	Wise

Discouraged


	Sultan

Riddle

Eldest

Gleaming




Culminating Task
· In addition to answering the riddle, there were other reasons that Ahmed was worthy enough to marry Aziza. Using evidence from the text, explain how Ahmed proved that he was worthy enough to marry Aziza. Use at least three details for the story to support your answer. 
Answer: It was important to Aziza that her future husband would be able to answer her riddle. Aziza chose Ahmed because he was clever enough to figure out the answer. He shared her love for numbers, and he knew enough information to explain why his response was correct. Aziza was impressed by his knowledge, and it didn’t matter to her that he was a farmer and she was royalty.
Additional Tasks

· “All astronomers are scholars, but not all scholars are astronomers.” Find evidence in the story in order to prove why this statement is true.

Answer: Students should refer back to the text to gain meaning of the words “astonomer” and “scholar.” Students should be able to differentiate between the two while also seeing the commonalities.
· Students may complete and work out the riddle response in order to understand how “1” is the correct response.
Answer:  Students show the 1 in the numerator of a fraction makes the larger number smaller.  Placing the number 1 beside another number increases the value of the original number.  When we count we begin with the number 1.  In multiplication, when we multiply with the number 1, we keep the value of the original number. The teacher could give each student a number and have the student apply the principles behind the riddle to his/her number.   Example: 5 - this becomes 1/5; 15 or 51, 1 X 5 = 5

Note to Teacher
· This text requires a lot of math knowledge. You may want to align this story with your fraction unit. You can also bring in a review of place value concepts or the identity property of multiplication.

· If students are unable to answer the question about the scholar and astronomer, the teacher may prompt the students by referring back to the text for explicit details that will provide contextual clues. Examples of this would be looking at words in context such as “learned” and associating the base word of “learn.” Further explanation could then be placed on the scholar being knowledgeable about astronomy specifically. This could be connected to the response of the scholar/astronomer and his ability to provide educated answers that relate to his knowledge about astronomy.

· Be prepared to scaffold the question about the pattern in the answers that Aziza’s suitors gave her as a response: “Can you find a pattern with the answers that the scholar, soldier, and merchant have given?
Possible scaffolding: 

Scholar - astronomer is a person who studies the sun, moon, and stars so it is natural that his answer involves what he studies: the sun.  He provides evidence based on the sun's influence with shadows.
Soldier - one who fights in battles; it is natural for him to answer with a weapon: a sword.  Supports his answer with evidence of how a sword can make even the weakest man more powerful.
Merchant - a person who deals with markets.  The answer he provides is money and this is natural as in his business he works with money daily.

