Schools Around the World/ Margaret C. Hall/ Created by Bogalusa District

Unit 1/Week 3

Title:
Schools Around the World
Suggested Time: 3days (45 minutes per day)

Common Core ELA Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7; W.3.1, W.3.2; SL.3.1, SL.3.2, SL.3.3, SL.3.4; L.3.1, L.3.4, L.3.5

Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.
Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.
Big Ideas and Key Understandings
Schools in different places have some things that are the same and some things that are different.
Synopsis
This informational, nonfiction selection describes how schools are different in different parts of the world and includes “amazing facts” about these schools.  Even though schools are different there is one common thread: school is a place to learn.  
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching 
During Teaching
1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.

2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)

3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions
	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	Authors have different reasons for writing. Our previous reading selections, Ruby the Copycat and The Day Eddie Met the Author were written to tell a story that entertains readers.  Both of these stories are fiction.  The author wrote Schools Around the World to give readers facts or information. This type of selection is nonfiction. What does the author want the reader to learn from this selection?
	The author wants us to learn about schools around the world, and how they are different in different parts of the world.

	Explain in your own words the history of the word kindergarten. Tell everything you know about the word.

	A German man started a new kind of school for young children.  He thought young children should grow like flowers in a garden.  In German the work Kindergarten means “children’s garden”.

	In informational text, an author usually breaks the text into small sections. Above each section he places a heading to tell what the section will be about. There are twelve headings in Schools Around the World. List all of the headings used, and explain how they are related to the title Schools Around the World.           

	Heading:
*School Buildings

*Going to School

*School Clothing

*The School Day

*Learning to Read and Write

*Other Lessons

*School Chores

*After School

*Special Schools

*Home Schooling

*School and Work

*Older Students
Each heading tells something about schools.

	The word resources, means an available supply of something needed. These resources can be used to build schools around the world. Name the resources that were used to build the school in Tibet, China.
	Clay, rocks, and water

	The author writes that children travel to school in many different ways.  Give at least three forms of transportation. If a student cannot travel to school, how are their lessons provided?


	Forms of transportation:
Cars, bikes, buses, trains, boats, walking

If students cannot travel to school, their lessons are provided over the radio or over computers hooked up to the schools.

	The author writes, “What they wear often depends on the climate where they live.”  Explain what is meant by the word “What”? Now, rewrite the sentence using your answer.
	Change “What they wear…” to “The clothes they wear...”

	Explain the purpose of captions.  Why is it important to read the captions?
	The purpose of a caption is to tell about the photograph and/or what is happening in it. These captions give additional information that may not be written in the text.

	Give two examples from the text of something that happens in all schools around the world.
	1. Teachers help students learn new things.

2. Students do some work in groups and some work on their own.

	How do you know that the adult in the photograph is a teacher and those are his students?  
	I know the adult in the photograph is a teacher and those are his students because the caption tells me.  The caption states, “This teacher answers a question for his student.”

	What does the author want the reader to understand about the job of teachers?
	The author wants the reader to understand that the job of teachers is to help children learn to read and write no matter where they live in the world.

	What does the author mean by “Other Lessons”?  Give three examples of other lessons.
	The author means other lessons besides learning to read and write.  Examples are math, science, learning about own country and other countries too, art, music, and using a computer.

	What does the word “chores” mean? List 3 chores mentioned in this text that the children perform at school.   Why does the author use the word “chores” instead of “jobs?”


	Chores are small tasks that one needs to do that one may or may not like.  The author uses “chores” instead of “jobs” because even though the children are working, they are not earning money for the work they do.  These are small tasks the children do such as helping to keep the schoolyard and classroom neat and clean, may help set up the classroom, and some may even help serve lunch.

	Why is the text under the heading, “After School?”  The author gives examples.  List 3 of the examples.
	The author chose the heading “After School” to describe the things children do not have time to learn during the school day.  Examples are extra help from a tutor, dance, music, or their own culture.


	The author uses the phrase “boarding schools.”  What are boarding schools?  Why does the author use this phrase under the heading “Special Schools”?
	The author uses the phrase “boarding schools” under the heading “Special Schools” to inform the reader that the schools are different from regular day schools. Students at a boarding school eat, study, and live together at the school, instead of living at home with their families and going to school.

	Write one way the adults in the text are alike and one way they are different.  Explain how the author lets you know this.
	The adults in the text are teachers and parents.  I know this because the caption states, “This mother is teaching her daughter at home.”  Also, the text states, “...some parents teach their children at home.”

	Based on the text, in your own words define the word performers. Why did the author choose to put this word under the heading “School and Work”?
	Based on the text, the word “performers” mean children who work by dancing.  The author chose to put this under the heading “School and Work” to inform the reader that some children have to work part of the day and go to school the other part of the day.

	Do only children attend school?  Explain your answer. 
	No, not all students are children.  The heading is “Older Students”.  The text states that many people go to school after they become adults.


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	resources, culture, climate
language 
	certain 

	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	community, materials, depends on

chores

boarding 

performers 

	uniforms 

tutor 

Braille 

traditional
trade school



Culminating Task
· Using the text and class discussions, explain how schools around the world are different and how they are alike.  Your explanation should include specific details from at least 3 of the different headings the author provides.

Headings

1. School Buildings

2. Going to School

3. School Clothing

4. The School Day

5. Learning to Read and Write

6. Other Lessons

7. School Chores

8. After School

9. Special Schools

10. Home Schooling

11. School and Work

12. Older Students

Additional Task:                       
The author uses 12 headings in Schools Around the World to help organize this selection. Go back through the text and choose three of the headings. List your three headings across the top of a page. Using the text and the illustrations from the selection, list at least two facts or details that you learned from “Schools Around the World” under each heading. Use the same three headings and list at least two facts that describe your school. Next, use the information listed in both charts to explain in your own words, to a partner, how your school is alike and different from other schools around the world.               


