The Babe and I/ David A. Adler/ Created by Tangipahoa Parish District

Theme 2/Lesson 6

Title: The Babe and I
Suggested Time:
    5 days (45 minutes per day) 
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.3.1, RL 3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4; RF.3.3, RF.3.4; W.3.2, W.3.4; SL.4.1; L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.5
Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Difficulties sometimes create the need to work together as a team to overcome obstacles.
Synopsis

This historical fiction story takes place in 1932 in the midst of the Great Depression in New York City.  Baseball was king and Babe Ruth was at the top of his game.  In this story, a young boy and his father become a team as they both work to support their family.

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along.
(Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)

3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)

Text Dependent Questions

	  Questions
	Answers

	What did the boy get for his birthday? How did he feel about it?
	The boy received a dime for his birthday.  He was disappointed but not surprised.

	How did the boy get rid of the dime?  Why was the boy glad to get rid of the dime? 
	He bought 2 apples with the dime.  He was glad to be rid of the dime because it reminded him of the present he didn’t get.

	The boy is “too dazed to know where he is going.” What happened to make the boy feel dazed and confused?  
	The boy feels dazed because he saw his dad selling apples and realized his father didn’t have a job.

	Jacob is a “newsie” and invites the boy to also sell newspapers. How is Jacob “smart” about selling newspapers? (Scaffolded question:  What is “smart” about where Jacob sold the newspapers and which headlines Jacob told the boy to call out?) 


	Jacob is smart about selling newspapers, because he leaves the part of town where other newsies are having trouble selling papers.  The boy noticed “there were lots of people around’ but he didn’t see anyone buying a paper.  When the boy called out the headline about the fire, Jacob stopped the boy and told the boy no one wanted to hear about the fire.  Jacob took the boy to Yankee Stadium and told the boy to call out headlines about Babe Ruth.  This is when the boy recognized that Jacob is smart.  People were going to the ball game and would be interested in Babe Ruth.  

	Why did the boy wonder what’s in his Dad’s briefcase?  Based on what we’ve read so far, what do you think could be in the briefcase?
	The boy knows his Dad hiding that he (Dad) does not have a job and is selling apples, so the briefcase would not have paperwork in it.  It may have apples in it, or be empty.

	What was the boy’s business arrangement with Mrs. Johnson? How did the boy and Mrs. Johnson benefit from the business arrangement?  
	The boy rented the carriage from Mrs. Johnson for 10 cents an afternoon.  The boy benefitted because he was able to carry more newspapers to sell.  Mrs. Johnson benefitted by making 10 cents an afternoon.

	The boy briefly describes the front-page news story about someone who committed a robbery.  Why would the author include this detail about the paper if Jacob and the boy don’t even sell newspapers with it? 
	The author gives this detail to give insight about the Great Depression.  Millions of people were out of work and did not have money.  People were hungry and this person even committed a crime just so he could get food in jail.

	Why did Dad respond “sharply” to the boy?

What does the word “sharply” mean here?
	The Dad is upset because he is hiding being unemployed and is ashamed of selling apples.  So when the boy says that selling apples is a job, Dad speaks sharply to his son.  The word sharply describing how Dad talks means he is angry, annoyed or upset.

	The boy starts selling papers by saying, “Babe Ruth collapses.” To collapse means to fall down, because there is not enough support.  How did Babe Ruth’s collapse help the boy sell newspapers? 
	Babe Ruth’s collapse was part of a headline that the boy called out to sell the newspapers to people going into the ball park.

	Why did Dad have tears rolling down his cheeks when he asked the boy, “Were you ever on Webster Avenue?” How was he feeling?  
	Dad discovers his son is selling newspapers and that his son saw him (Dad) selling apples on Webster Ave.  Dad is embarrassed and sad because Dad is unemployed and has been hiding it from his family.  Dad is also sad because his son has been working to earn money for the family and Dad has not been able to work and earn enough money for the family

	Who paid for a newspaper with a five dollar bill? What did the boy mean when he said, “I can’t change that”? 
	Babe Ruth paid for a newspaper with a five dollar bill.  The boy meant that he did not have the change or enough money to make the difference between five dollars and the cost of the paper.

	The boy states that he and his dad are a team.  How does the text reflect the boy and dad working together as a team? What do their expressions reveal about how they are feeling?  Why are they feeling that way?
	The boy and his dad are a team. They are walking together; dad has his briefcase and is dressed to work and the boy is pushing the stroller to sell newspapers.  They are both working to support their family.  Dad is trying to protect Mom by dressing and carrying a briefcase (Mom thinks Dad still has his regular job), even though he is going to go and sell apples.  The boy is using the stroller, so he can make more money by carrying more and selling more papers.  They have happy expressions.  They are smiling and looking at each other.  They are feeling that way because they are both working the best they can to take care of their family, and because they know how each other is working.


	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	dazed

collapses
	midst

home run




Vocabulary
	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	newsie
headline

embarrass

briefcase

business arrangement


	tossing, “have a catch”

‘get rid of,’ shabby

realized

jingling

sharply
change 




	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 


Culminating Task
· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
Using details from the story, list at least three examples of how characters worked together as a team and describe how their partnerships supported their teams. Write in complete sentences.

Answer:  

1.  Jacob and the boy worked together to sell newspapers.  The boy benefitted by making money for his family and Jacob benefitted by being helpful to his neighbor in need.

2. The boy and his Mom work together by protecting Dad’s feelings.  Mom and the boy agree not to tell Dad that the boy is working, selling newspapers, to support the family because they’re worried he might be embarrassed.

3. The boy and Mrs. Johnson have a business partnership.  The boy benefits by having the carriage to carry more newspapers, so he can make more money.  Mrs. Johnson benefits by getting 10 cents every afternoon the boy rents the carriage.

4. The boy and his Dad work to get their family through hard times.  The boy is making money by selling papers and keeps his Dad’s secret about being unemployed. The Dad is selling apples, also trying to support the family.
5. The boy and Babe Ruth were a team.  Babe Ruth’s homeruns helped the boy sell newspapers.

6. Babe Ruth and his team work together.   Babe Ruth and his team were the best team in baseball in 1932.  

Additional Tasks

· Pair this text with an educational, brief video clip about the Great Depression, explaining about why there were so many unemployed people and about why they were selling apples.  
· Pair this text with informational text about the Great Depression.  
· Collaborate with PE teacher to have students study and play baseball just before, during, or just after this lesson.
Note to Teacher

· Scaffolded responses using sentence starters can be helpful; for example, to answer the second question: The boy feels dazed because___________________________________.
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