The Mysterious Giant of Barletta/ Tomie dePaola/ Created by Anchorage District

Unit 3/Week 2
Title: Mysterious Giant of Barletta
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.31, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, RL.3.7, RL.3.10; RF.3.3, RF.3.4; W3.1, 3.W.4; SL.3.1; L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4
Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Clever problem-solving can lead to peaceful solutions

Synopsis

In this folktale, the town of Barletta faces destruction until Zia Concetta asks the town’s giant statue for help.  With a clever idea, help from the townspeople and an onion, the giant outwits the army and restores peace.

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.

2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)

Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	What can you infer about Zia Concetta from her words and the illustration? Give examples from the text to support your inference.
	The reader can infer:
  -She’s lived a long life

  -She is used to seeing the statue

  -The statue is like a friend--she refers to the giant as “he” instead of “it”

  -She’s lived in the same place her whole life

  -Judging from her expression, she is kindly

	What conclusion can be drawn about life in Barletta? Support your answer with three details from the text.
	The reader can conclude that life in Barletta is:
  -It’s peaceful

  -The people are friendly because they greet the giant with a nod or a smile

  -The people seem happy

  -The children play in the square and tell jokes

  -The giant finds it peaceful too

	Compare and contrast how life changes for the townspeople after news of the invading army arrives. Give three examples from the text. 
	  -Life was peaceful, now it’s fearful  
  -Children played and told jokes, now there is shouting and   screaming

  -The doves settled on the giant in the evening, now they’ve disappeared

  -Zia Concetta said good night to the giant every night; now she is silent

	Zia calls the statue Colosso, what words in the text help you to understand what this Italian word means? Recall a word from Dogzilla that is similar to this word. 
	Colosso means:
  - “Huge statue”

  - “with your size I’m sure you could frighten them away” indicating the statue is very big

  -The word “colossal”

	Identify the three words in the text that indicate sequencing or instructions.
	The three words are:
  -First

  -Second

  -Third

	The invading army captain demands to know why the giant is crying. He says , “No tricks now-- answer me!” Why is this line funny? Use evidence from the text to explain your answer.
	The line is funny because Zia Concetta and the giant’s plan to rid the town of the invading army requires trickery:
  -The giant uses onions to make himself cry

  -He claims that boys in town call him small and weak

	Recall what the invading army was doing to other towns on page 344.  Is the outcome the same in Barletta?  Cite examples from the text to support your answer.
	-On page 344 the army was destroying towns and heading for Barletta.
-The outcome is different in Barletta because they do an “about face.”

-The soldiers back away and tremble.

-The giant tricks the army by pretending to be one of the smallest in Barletta.

	The author uses Italian phrases throughout the text and ends with Italian words. Evaluate the effectiveness of these words/phrases at enhancing the setting of the story.
	-It adds to the setting of the story in Italy.
-Some of the Italian words are close in spelling and meaning to English words.  Example - colosso - colossal; fortuna - fortune


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	mysterious
square


	dumbstruck
about-face

sister (nuns)

	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	statue
hailed

pedestal 

scurried


	weakling
buona notte  (good night)

fortuna (luck or fortune)

strode

fairly




Culminating Task 

· Zia Conchetta and the Giant came up with a clever plan to defeat the invading army.  In two or three paragraphs, cite examples from the story illustrating why this was a good thing to do for everyone involved.  

Answer:  It was a peaceful plan, the city was not destroyed, no one in the city or the army was hurt, and life in Barletta could quickly go back to the way it was.
Additional Tasks

· As a class, investigate the characteristics of folktales and have students work as partners to identify those characteristics in the selection

· Students create an illustrated Italian phrase book with the many words/phrases sprinkled throughout the story

· Students design a map of Barletta using the many details from the story

· Students choose at least six vocabulary words from the text to produce a crossword puzzle complete with definitions

Note to Teacher

· At your discretion, have the students answer any of the questions in a written extended-response format.


