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Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

One person can make a difference. Through acceptance of others, individuality, and uniqueness, one individual can make a difference.

Synopsis
In the story Wings, Ikarus Jackson is shunned and tormented by his peers, as well as community members because of his 

unique physical appearance.  The narrator also has experienced similar events in her life due to her quiet personality and interactions with her peers.  These shared experiences enable the narrator to find the courage to stand up for Ikarus and the injustices that he was facing.  
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e., whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work).
Text Dependent Questions

	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

	The people in the neighborhood were pointing their fingers and watching the sky saying, “Look at that strange boy!” Why were they pointing their fingers to the sky? 
	A new boy on the block was flying above the rooftops.



	Using words from the text, describe how Ikarus Jackson’s wings look.

	Ikarus Jackson’s wings looked long, strong, and proud. 

	Idioms are words, phrases, or expressions that cannot be taken literally. The text states, “The whole school was staring eyes and wagging tongues.” What evidence (words, phrases, and/or illustrations) from the text helps us determine a meaning of these idioms? 
	The author gives us clues about the meanings of these idioms throughout the text.  Such as, “pointing fingers and watching the sky,” “stretch their necks and shake their head…” The illustration on this page also gives us direct evidence of these idioms. 

	What evidence from the text tells the reader how she feels about Ikarus Jackson?
Do they have anything in common? 

	“I don’t think he’s strange.”

“Like they whisper about how quiet I am.” (p.18) She too has experienced people teasing and pointing at her because she is quiet. 

“Walking home from school, I knew how he felt, how lonely he must be.” 
“Your flying is beautiful.” 
“Look at that amazing boy!”
“My new friend Ikarus.”

	What are Ikarus’ wings doing?  Did Ikarus’ wings have an impact on the children in his class? Find evidence from the text. 
	Ikarus’ wings blocked the blackboard and made it hard for the students to pay attention. The kids couldn’t help but gawk and stare.

	After the teacher told Ikarus to leave class until he could figure out what to do with his wings, what did the author mean when he wrote “the snicker grew into a giggle and spread across the playground?” Use examples from the text. 
	The snicker began in the classroom and then went to a giggle and eventually a laugh at the playground.

	How was Ikarus feeling?  What words and phrases show readers how Ikarus was feeling?
	He left the room quietly, dragging his feathers behind him.  One boy snickered. I can infer that Ikarus is feeling sad and dejected.

	Snicker means “laughter that is held back.” Focus on the words “snicker,” “giggle,” and “laughing.” Did the author choose to use these words in this order for any reason? What evidence is provided? 


	The author chose to use these words in a specific order because they build on one another. The text says that “the snicker GREW into a giggle and SPREAD across the playground. Soon all the kids were laughing…” When something grows and spreads, it is getting bigger. The author is showing how one boy’s choice to snicker was the spark that caused laughter to erupt.

	The author writes, “Ikarus looked up, flapped his wings a couple of times, then jumped into the air.” This action took place after the author has referred to Ikarus’ wings as “useless”.  What did the author mean by Ikarus’ “useless” wings when in fact they worked?  Why is the word “useless” enclosed in quotation marks? 
	The children were laughing at his “useless” wings because they did not feel they worked or were valuable. The author put quotation marks around the word useless because the narrator knows that the wings are definitely not useless. She is only stating what the kids are saying. We could even refer them back to the text again to prove how they know the narrator does not think his wings are useless. 

	How is Ikarus different? How and why has he changed?
	At the beginning, Ikarus is swooping, diving, and looping above the rooftops. He is struggling to stay in the air. Ikarus is having trouble flying because his wings are heavy with sadness because of the way the other children have treated him. When the author says, “his head hung low,” he “landed heavily” on the building, and it can also be seen through that page’s illustration.

	Ikarus looks defeated and sad.  Find evidence from the text that would make him feel this way. 


	He felt this way when the neighborhood was pointing, glaring, and laughing at him. The children also said, “Nobody likes a show-off.”

	What does the word “gawk” mean in that sentence? What clue(s) does the text provide to help the reader understand the meaning of that word? 


	In that sentence, gawk means “stare: to stare stupidly or rudely.” A clue is provided in that same sentence when it says, “the other kids couldn’t help but gawk and stare.” 


	An illustration is a picture that complements text. How does these illustrations help tell the story?


	The illustration provides helpful information that the reader may not gather from the written text. The next illustration begins as follows, “He swept through the schoolyard like a slow-motion replay. But the other kids were not impressed. One girl grabbed the basketball.” Without the illustration, the reader may not realize that the slow-motion replay happened as Ikarus displayed skills with the basketball, and the girl is taking the basketball from him. This shows how illustrations can enhance the reader’s experience with the text. 




	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	wagging tongues

instant replay


	snicker

glaring 

exploded 



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	looping  

swooping 

impressed

nagged 

drifting 


	


Vocabulary

Culminating Task
· Look at the illustrations throughout the story.  Ikarus’ wings began to show change from the beginning of the story to the end. Find specific words and/or phrases that the author uses to describe these changes.  Identify the events in the story that lead to these changes as well.  Find evidence through the text that supports the narrator’s journey through these events with Ikarus.  How has her character changed? Use the events in the story that lead to these changes and place them on a timeline. Then, use the timeline to write one well-developed paragraph that describes the events that changed not only Ikarus, but the narrator, as well. 
Answer:  In the beginning of this story, Ikarus’ wings were noted as being long, strong, and proud. Then Ikarus found that the community members as well as his fellow peers found his wings to be “useless”.  The only individual that found Ikarus’ uniqueness acceptable was the narrator.  The community continued to gawk, stare, giggle, point their fingers and even tease Ikarus.  This began to have a negative impact on Ikarus and the way he felt about himself.  His long, proud wings now began to drag behind him.  He no longer swooped or looped around the rooftops, for he found flying to be a struggle now. Although, the vast majority of the community members felt that Ikarus’ unique appearance was unacceptable the narrator began to find courage within herself to stand up for Ikarus and his beautiful wings.  The narrator who had had similar events take place in her life, because of her quiet behaviors and mannerisms, found the courage to stand up for Ikarus.  Although he was tired, and worn down from all of the negative, hateful reactions he received by his fellow peers and community members, she had found the courage and her voice!  As she cries to the community, “stop!” “Leave him alone.”  And they did.  The narrator’s new found courage not only helped Ikarus but as well herself. This shows that truly one person really can make a difference, and acceptance of others differences as well as unique qualities is an important part of being a community member.  
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Additional Tasks
· Students can research the Greek character Ikarus and compare what was found to Ikarus in this story. As the students conduct their research have them complete a venn diagram or a box and t-chart.

Answer: 

· Greek Character Icarus: was given wings that were made of wood, feathers, and wax; his father cautioned him not to fly close to the sun because the wax will melt and ruin the wings; flew too close to the sun and melted his wings; Icarus plunged to his death in the sea. 

· “Wings” Character Ikarus: Different spelling of name; actually had wings instead of handmade wings; was bullied and teased because of his uniqueness; at the end of the story found acceptance of his unique qualities.
