Yunmi and Halmoni’s Trip/ Sook Nyul Choi/Created by Washoe District

Unit 5/Week 2 

Title: Yunmi and Halmoni’s Trip
Suggested Time:
   5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.3.1, RL.3.3, RL3.4, RL.3.7, RF.3.4, W.3.2, SL.3.2, L.3.2, L.3.4
Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings
Family and cultural ties. Can you care just as much about two different parts of their family, or different groups of people? 
Synopsis

“Yunmi and Halmoni’s Trip” is a story about a young girl’s first trip to Korea with her grandmother.  Yunmi is introduced to family she’s never met and has to contend with feeling like a “foreigner.”  She also has to share her grandmother with all her Korean cousins. Yunmi learns new things about her Korean culture, her extended family, and herself. 
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.
During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along.(Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)

Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	Why is Halmoni showing Yunmi a stack of photos on their long flight to Korea?  Why does Yunmi need a passport to make this trip? 
	The pictures are of all the relatives of Yunmi’s that she has never met and live in Seoul.

You need a passport to enter another country.

	Why does the author say “Yunmi looked like all the Koreans in the national line, but had to stand in the foreigner line? How does it make Yunmi feel? 
	Yunmi is a citizen of the United States and is only visiting Korea. Her grandmother is Korean so she has a Korean Passport. It makes Yunmi feel strange.

	How is Yunmi feeling when they meet all the relatives and go outside the airport?  How does her Halmoni feel? List the words that help you understand these feelings? 
	Yunmi feels scared, overwhelmed, intimidated; “stood still,”  “eyes wide”

Halmoni feels happy; “wipe tears from her smiling face”

	“An uncle ushered Halmoni and Yunmi into his car….” What clues help you understand what ushered means? 
	The reader should note that Halmoni is being directed into a car. So being “ushered” means that you are being directed, or helped to get somewhere.

	Why does the author say Yunmi is seeing very little of her Halmoni? 
	The family is glad to have Halmoni home and it is clear they have missed her. She has missed being there too, so she is rushing around and busy all of the time. She has very little time to spend with Yunmi.  

	How are things for Yunmi? 
	Because Halmoni seems so happy, Yunmi starts to feel afraid that she may not want to come back to New York, where there is only Yunmi and her parents.

	The author gives a lot of details about the Birthday visit to Grandfather’s tomb? What does Yunmi notice that she is not used to? 
	The family treated the visit like a party “let’s eat and celebrate this beautiful day”. They also bowed to Grandfather and the children were allowed to run around and pick flowers. They didn’t have to be quiet and stand still like Yunmi was used to. All the family names were carved on Grandfather’s tomb, which is not usually done here, so Yunmi noticed that too.

	Why does Yunmi tell Halmoni “If you want to stay, I will understand?”  
	She has only been thinking of herself and she suddenly realizes she has been selfish: feeling sorry for herself thinking Halmoni is not returning to New York, and only thinking of her feelings not Halmoni’s. 

	What does Halmoni mean when she says, “Have I been bad?” 
	Halmoni is expressing concern that she has not attended to Yunmi’s needs. She is worried that she wasn’t paying enough attention to Yunmi.

	At the very end of the story, the author says about Yunmi that “she took Halmoni’s hand and together they walked over to join Yunmi’s family.” Why did she say “Yunmi’s family” here? What does it show has changed for Yunmi and what other evidence is there that this is true? 
	Yunmi realizes that her cousins and relatives love her very much and that she wants to invite her cousins to come visit her in New York.  She wants to show them all around her home the way they showed her around Seoul.   Yunmi feels happy and excited and like she has extra family now that she knows Halmoni is coming back to New York with her for another year.


Vocabulary
	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	skyscrapers

foreigners, nationals

observatory
century


	embraced

ministers

tomb, marinated
outskirts, sped, celebrate, tombstone

	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	bowing, ushered*

broad, sightseeing
roamed, bustling, vendor
custom


	dumpling
streaming

ashamed

stroked




Culminating Task
· How does the idea of being a “foreigner” at the airport foreshadow (help predict) the events in the story? Write a paragraph where you use evidence from the story to explain the ways Yunmi keeps feeling like an outsider or a foreigner.
Answer: Yunmi felt different from her grandmother and Korean family. An astute reader might note that Yunmi feels a sense of relief and pride when she was recognized as her grandmother’s granddaughter by the official in the airport. Students could connect this to her fear that her grandmother would choose to stay in Korea with her larger family. Yunmi did not understand her place in the Korean family and worried that her grandmother would choose her cousins over coming home with her. Yunmi never saw her grandmother; the cousins were always in grandmother’s lap, grandmother seemed so happy. There is also the worry that grandmother is comfortable and happy in Korea and Yunmi and her family are foreigners.

Note: If this is chosen as the culminating activity, during the second or third reading, students should be marking the text for evidence that Yunmi felt like a foreigner and other places where she began to feel apart of the larger family.  Before the third reading, students can complete a quick write on what it means to be a foreigner….   This will support their interpretation of the text.  

Additional Task

· What did Yunmi learn about traditions from her visit to her grandfather’s tomb? Write a postcard from Yunmi’s point-of-view to her best friends back home where she tells them about the birthday party at the Tomb, about all the sightseeing [you] have done, what you have learned and felt.  Include what you learned about Halmoni, and maybe even about yourself.

Answer:   

· The big party at the cemetery and the preparations before

· Kyong Bok Kung, a royal place






 

· National Museum

· East Gate Market

· Halmoni is returning to New York. She loves me AND my cousins

· By worrying so much about myself, I might have been a little selfish.
Note to Teacher

This is a story that is rich in detail. It would be easy for students to miss it. You might want to read aloud more than usual since the Korean person and place names may throw some students. This would be a very good story to use as a springboard to some extension lessons about Korean culture.

