Marven of the Great North Woods/Kathryn Lasky/Created by Anchorage District

Unit 4/Week 2
Title: Marven of the Great North Woods
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RL.4.4; RF.4.3, RF.4.4; W.4.2, W.4.4; SL.4.1; L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.5
Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Overcoming difficult situations; bravery/courage; a family is what you make it

Synopsis

To keep their only son, Marven, safe from the influenza epidemic, Marven’s parents decide to send their ten year old Jewish son far away to a logging camp filled with French Canadian lumberjacks.  He copes with language and cultural differences while he learns his bookkeeping job and makes a wonderful friend.

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.

2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)

Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	Marven’s family wanted to keep him safe from the influenza by sending him to a logging camp.  Use examples from the text to show what actions the family took to prepare him for the journey.

	*Papa talked to his friend, Mr. Murray, at the camp up north for Marven to keep the books
*Marven’s mother cut down Papa’s overcoat and lined it with beaver fur

*Marven’s mother lined Marven’s cap with beaver fur scraps and made earflaps

*Mama made latkes and knishes for the trip to keep him warm and fed

*Papa handed him the skis

	What words or phrases describe what Marven sees, hears and smells as he enters the camp. 

	*saw - The shadows of the lumberjacks, silhouettes of horses
*hear - fiddle

*smell - hay and manure

	How does Marven feel about waking up the lumberjacks?  What words or phrases help you to understand that feeling? 

	*took a deep breath, walked bravely over to the bed
*pleaded

*whispered

*asked anxiously

*”Please.” Marven stood straight and tried not to tremble.

	“It’s not kosher, he thought.” In Marven’s house it was against ancient Jewish law to eat dairy products and meat together.  Use evidence from the text to explain how Marven solves this problem. 
	*One day he would eat flapjacks and oatmeal with milk.
*The next day he would eat the steak and oatmeal without milk.

*And never the bacon.

	“Cord chits, Mr. Murray said.”  What words or phrases help you understand what a chit is? 
	*scraps of paper
*jacks are paid according how many cords they cut in a pay period

*should have the jack’s name or symbol on it 

	Use evidence from the text to describe Marven’s problem and how he solves it.
	*Problem - There is no system or it was confusing
*Solution - listed the jack’s names alphabetically and noted the symbols, listed the dates of a single pay period, coded each chit with the dates, made a chart.

	Evaluate how effectively the author described Marven’s fear. Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

	*Students should note some of the following answers in their evaluation:
*he trembles; he remains still; he tried to look like a tree; he thought of his family; hot tears streamed down his face

	Marven sees Jean Louis as his family away from home. Use evidence from the text to support this statement. 
	*Jean Louis gave Marven a brand new ax.*Jean Louis walked all the way to the train depot and carried him when it was muddy.

*Marven murmured good-bye to Jean Louis in French from the train.

	Throughout the text, the author describes how large the lumberjacks are; using words or phrases from the text, choose two examples that support this.
	Students should note two of the following answers:
*long shadows

*immense men

*biggest and wildest men

*huge lumps

*huge shadows

*shoulder was like poking a granite boulder

*feet were as big as skillets

*thumbprint the size of a baby’s fist

*thought Jean Louis was a grizzly bear


	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	latke

lumberjacks, jacks

ledger

kerosene
cord

pot of ink


	influenza 
anxiously

depot

dismay

chimney pots belching smoke

winter worn



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	fragrance

immense

knickers
chits

Kosher


	waxed mustache

silhouettes

cut-down overcoat



Vocabulary
Culminating Task

Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write

· Throughout the story, Marven displayed courage in many difficult situations.  Choose one event from the story where Marven had to overcome his obstacles by using courage.  Use examples from the text to support your answer.

Possible Answers:  



*Event 1

 
- Getting off the train alone, Marven felt very small.  He thought of his family back home

- It was too cold to stand still, so Marven strapped on his gear and headed the 5 miles down the road to meet Mr. Murray.

*Event 2

 - Marven felt the lumberjacks were the biggest and wildest men he had ever seen.

- Marven’s job required him to wake the lumberjacks up in the morning.  He had to tap them on the shoulder and scream in their ear, if necessary.

*Event 3

 
- When skiing at night, Marven believes he hears a bear.

- He trembles, but remains as still as a tree.  

 - After being startled, Marven shoots off across the lake.  

* Event 4 

- Marven worries about his families’ well being back home, but continues with his responsibilities at the camp.
Additional Tasks

· Write a letter from Marven to his family describing how his relationship and experiences with Jean Louis have given him a sense of family while he is at the logging camp.  Use examples from the text within your letter to show its connection to the text.

Answer:  
*Jean Louis consoled Marven at the lake when Marven thought he encountered a grizzly bear.

    

*Jean Louis and Marven ate together routinely.

    

*Marven and Jean Louis would ski together.

   

 *Jean Louis told Marven stories, sang songs, and taught him lumberjack games and French words.

                      

*Jean Louis gave Marven a brand new ax.

                     

 *Jean Louis walked Marven to the train depot and carried him when it was muddy.

