The Baker's Neighbor/Adele Thane/Created by Cleveland District

Unit 2/Week 1

Title:  The Baker’s Neighbor
Suggested Time: 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RL.4.4; RF.4.3, RF.4.4; W.4.2, W.4.4; SL.4.1; L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4
Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

People living in the same neighborhood can have significant differences but still be able to get along.

Synopsis

This story is in the format of a play.

Manuel, the neighborhood baker, bakes delicious smelling pastries and puts them out for sale each morning.  His neighbor, Pablo, loves to smell the fresh bakery every morning but he never purchases any pastries.  This irritates Manuel to the point where he feels Pablo should pay to smell his baked goods.  He actually takes his complaint to the town judge who eventually offers a ruling that allows Manual to get the pleasure of “touching” Pablo’s gold coins in return for Pablo “smelling” the bakery.  This ruling satisfies all parties.
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along.
(Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2).

3.    Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text. A             variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, 
       independent written response, group work, etc.).
Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	The Baker’s Neighbor belongs to the genre “plays.”   Examine the general format of the play.  Name two ways a play is different from other works of fiction. 
	The play is written using dialogue.

The characters are the actors in the play.

The play names the characters as speakers of dialogue.

The characters and setting are explicitly named/described.

Stage directions are included for the actors.

	Manuel, the baker, is cross with his neighbor, Pablo.  What does “cross” mean?  Choose two examples to support this statement.
	The stage directions say “sullenly” and “snorting in disgust.”

Manuel says “What’s it to you Pablo? You never buy any, you just smell them.

He pushes Pablo away from the counter.

He says, “Hey!  Take your nose away from there! I can’t sell those pies if you sniff them all over!"



	Give 2 examples of how Pablo is different from Manuel. 
	Pablo is pleasant; he says good morning and compliments Manuel.  Manuel is grouchy and unpleasant.

Pablo tries to start a conversation, and Manuel always cuts him off and tells him to mind his own business.

	The stage directions say that Pablo sits in a chair and watches Manuel count his money with an amused smile.  What does this tell you about how Pablo feels about money?
	Pablo is not serious about money.  It does not seem to be so important to him.

	What does miser mean?  How can you tell Manuel is a miser?  Cite specific examples from the text. 

	He inspects each coin carefully.

He writes down every coin in a small notebook.

He is focused on counting his money.

	Talk this over with partner. Use examples (including stage directions) to contrast the manner in which Manuel treats the children to how Pablo treats the children. 
	Pablo beams as he greets them.

Pablo won’t eat any of Carlos’ tart, he says “you earned it – you eat it”

Manuel is impatient and orders them to “Keep your fingers off that pie!”

Manuel keeps telling them to hurry up, and that they can’t afford things.

	Explain the game the children play? What sound does Pablo choose to be?  Will Manuel participate in the game?  Why or why not?
	The children ask each other what thing they would like to be if they weren’t a person – what color, what sight, what sound, what smell?  Pablo chooses to be a happy little song in children’s hearts.  Manuel refuses to participate and says the game is stupid.

	How does Pablo feel about money?  What statement supports your answer?  Is Pablo shiftless? Give evidence of your answer.
	Pablo says he doesn’t care much for money.

He is not lazy, he says that he works but he would rather sit in the sun and take advantage of all the small, everyday pleasures that life has to offer.

	Do the children agree with Manuel that Pablo is a thief?  How do you know?  Give specific details directly from the play.  
	The children don’t think that Manuel is a thief because they start making fun of Manuel, saying things like: 

· “I smell raisins”, 

· “How much does it cost to smell the flour on your apron?” 

· “May I smell your cap for a penny?”

	The judge thinks that Manuel would be happy that Pablo enjoys the fragrance of his pastry. Manuel explains it is exactly the opposite, and then tells the judge why. What reason does he give?
	I read that Manuel works all night mixing flour, kneading dough and slaving over a hot oven while Pablo sleeps.  Manuel feels the smell of his fresh bakery is a luxury that Pablo should have to pay for.  

	Reread Manuel’s explanation and draw a conclusion about what might really be bothering Manuel.
	Manuel seems angry that he works so hard all the time and Pablo doesn’t.

	Do the villagers approve of the judge’s order for Pablo to get his life savings and put it on the table?  How do you know? 
	The villagers don’t approve of the order.  They think the judge shouldn’t make Pablo pay, that Pablo is honest and that Manuel is rich enough already.  They say it’s not fair.

	What conclusion does Manuel draw about the money Pablo brings?  Cite specific evidence from the text.  
	Manuel thinks he is going to get all of Pablo’s money.  He rubs his hands together greedily, picks the purse up and starts to put it into his cash box.  

	Describe how the judge settled the case. 
	The judge allows Manuel to touch Pablo’s gold, and asks him if he enjoys it.  He declares the case settled because he has allowed Manuel to enjoy touching the gold as much as Pablo enjoys smelling the bakery.  

	What lesson did the judge teach Manuel about money? 
	He taught Manuel to think less about making money and more about making friends.  He says good friends and neighbors are better than gold. 

	Does Manuel agree with the ruling from the judge?  What information in the text supports your answer?
	He agrees with the ruling because he willingly opens his cash box to pay the judge’s fee, and when the judge says the fee should be pies and cakes for everyone he goes into the bakery and comes out with more pastry. 

	How would this story be different if the author had not told it in the form of a play? 
	The author would have used quotation marks and words like "said" and "reply," as well as included information in the sentences to tell us who is speaking.


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	at Rise 

sullenly

scowling and mumbling

beaming

sneer, good-natured
	nostrils, fragrance, bah!, saunter, cash box, snorting in disgust

ad lib, etc.

indignantly

idiotic, stupid

taunt

luxury, privilege

assent 



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	setting

pastry

ignore, cross, miser

shiftless

shamefacedly


	shrug

Rapping table with his gavel, knead (the dough)




Culminating Task
· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
Neighborhoods are made up of all kinds of people, doing different things with differing points of view.  Manuel and Pablo are two very different individuals living in the same neighborhood.  Write a three-paragraph essay.  In the first two paragraphs, describe with evidence from the text both Manuel and Pablo.  Use the third paragraph to explain how the neighbor’s relationship changed from the beginning of the story to the end and give the reason why.

Answer:  The first two paragraphs should describe in detail each man’s personality using descriptions and examples from the text.  The third paragraph should explain that at the beginning of the story, the neighbors didn’t get along, but at the end they resolved their differences with the help of the judge.  

Additional Tasks
Pablo enjoys the small, everyday pleasures that life has to offer.  Discuss what this means.  Using specific details from the text, have students come up with a list of small everyday pleasures that Pablo could be referring to. 

Answers will vary.

