Carlos and the Skunk/Jan Romero Stevens/Created by Atlanta District

Unit 4/Week 2

Title: Carlos and the Skunk
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes/day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4; W.5.2, W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.9; SL.5.1; L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.4 
Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

You cannot always believe everything you hear.
Synopsis

In this story, Carlos and Gloria have been friends since they were young. Carlos begins to develop feelings for Gloria and decides to impress her by catching the skunk that lives in their garden. Carlos finds out the hard way, that picking up a skunk by its tail is not the best way to catch it.

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

	“Carlos and the Skunk” is a realistic fiction story. Realistic fiction tells an invented story that could have happened in real life. Name three details from the story so far that could happen in real life.
	The following details could happen in real life: Carlos and Gloria were friends, the items that were grown in the garden; Carlos and Gloria have chores and homework to do after school; when the have finished their chores and homework they are allowed to play; they see a skunk in the garden.

	What clues does the author provide to show that Carlos’ feelings have changed for Gloria? What can you infer about Carlos’ feelings for Gloria?
	Carlos is suddenly concerned about his appearance. He shows off for Gloria, trying to demonstrate how brave he is. Carlos is probably starting to think of Gloria as a girlfriend.

	Even though the story is set in New Mexico, how does the author show the reader that Carlos and his family are of Mexican descent? 
	Evidence will be found throughout the selection.  Students should mention the setting, foods, names such as Dos Dedos, the use of Spanish throughout the story, and the discussion of the family traditions. 

	Carlos boasted about knowing how to catch a skunk. Afterwards, does he devise a plan for catching the skunk the next day? Use details from the story to explain your answer. 
	No, Carlos plans to go fishing with Gloria the next day. He gets a fishing pole and a can for worms. Gloria waits for him by the gate. 

	What details does the author to show that Carlos is still trying to impress Gloria when he first sees the skunk and even after he is sprayed?
	Carlos winked at Gloria before he grabbed the skunk. He also did his best not to cry in front of her after he was sprayed.

	The text states that, “Carlos chose a secluded spot and pulled off his clothes.” Based on the context clues, what does secluded mean?
	Student answers should include the idea that people don’t usually undress in places where others can see. In addition, the fact that he ran off to the river may give an additional clue because rivers are often hidden with bushes.

	Why did Carlos use tomato juice to clean himself? 
	Carlos had heard that tomato juice helped to get rid of the smell of skunk, so he picked every ripe tomato he could find and sneaked into the bathroom. 

	Do you think Carlos’s parents knew he was sprayed by a skunk? 
	Carlos left his shoes outside, his parents probably saw and smelled them. 

	Peculiar means strange. Using the text, recall and list the strange behaviors that day.
	Strange behaviors:

-singers made strange faces

-covered their noses with handkerchiefs

-the priest sneezed and cleared his throat

-the congregation turned to each other with puzzled looks

-women began vigorously fanning their faces

-children squirming and pinching their noses

	Shy was Carlos embarrassed as he pushed his way out of the church?
	He caused the church to smell and he hoped that no one realized that he was the source of the terrible smell.

	Carlos is troubled over how to rid himself of the strong-smelling shoes. According to the text, Papa solves the problem. How does Papa solve the problem? 
	Papa turns to Carlos and says that he noticed that his shoes are looking a little small. Papa takes him to town to buy new shoes.


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	dough, adobe

stunned


	nestled, fertile

glimpse, arousing, slinking, pondering

hesitated, lingered

unpleasant



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	boasted

secluded


	behavior




Culminating Task

· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
· In the story, Carlos ignored Gloria’s advice. In a well-developed paragraph, explain what Gloria’s advice was and the consequences Carlos experienced because he ignored it. Be sure to use details and direct quotes from the text within your answer. 
Answer: Her advice was to not believe everything you hear. He ignored this and was sprayed by a skunk.
Additional Tasks

· Using a variety of sources (i.e. the internet, a science book), research different animal defenses. Pick one animal defense, and write a two-page narrative in which an animal uses the defense to protect itself.

Answers will vary; students should include how the defenses help them to survive. They might research animals such as a porcupine, stinkbug, chameleon, or a rattlesnake.

· Fresh Tomato Salsa: Have students research the origin of salsa and prepare the fresh tomato salsa in class. As a precaution, have the ingredients to be used in the recipe chopped in advance.  To make a connection to math, students can work in groups to measure the ingredients to mix.  Students can eat the salsa with tortillas (as in the story) or with tortilla chips. If a food processer will be used, make sure that safety measures are taken.

· Create a cause and effect chart that summarizes the events in the story.
Answer:

	Cause 
	Effect

	He wanted Gloria to notice how brave and smart he was becoming.
	He started showing off for Gloria. Carlos starts gazing at himself in the mirror, combing his hair this way and that way.

	Gloria feared the chance of arousing the skunk’s anger.
	Gloria kept away from it.

	Carlos wanting to impress Gloria.
	Carlos moved closer and closer until he could clearly see the narrow, single white stripe running from its head onto its tail.

	Gloria did not believe that Carlos could catch the skunk by its tail.
	Carlos became more determined than ever to prove himself right.

	Carlos hesitated, then winked at Gloria, then grabbed for the skunk’s tail.
	Carlos is sprayed from head to toe.

	To get rid of the unbearable smell.
	Carlos jumped into stream and washed out his clothes.

	The strong smell still lingers after being sprayed by a skunk.
	Carlos bathes in tomato juice to get rid of the skunk smell.

	Carlos was sitting next to a heating vent.
	The skunk smell was spreading through the heating ducts.

	The church smells a strange odor.
	Everyone begins to acts peculiar.

	Carlos forgot to clean them after being sprayed.
	The shoes had a strong smell.

	Papa says that he noticed that Carlos’s shoes look a little small. Papa takes Carlos to town to buy new shoes.
	Carlos gets new shoes.



	Papa sees a family of skunks.
	Papa suggests that Carlos try to catch a skunk.

	Papa suggests that Carlos try to catch a skunk.
	Carlos’s nose and eyes begin to water just at the thought.


Note to Teacher

· Discuss the author’s use of Mexican culture.  Although the story is not set in Mexico, the author uses story elements, language, and other details to show that Carlos and his family are of Mexican descent. 

