Mahalia Jackson/Julius Lester/Created by East Lansing District

Unit 3/Week 4

Title: Mahalia Jackson
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4; W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.9; SL.5.1; L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.4
Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

We can learn a lot about our heritage by learning our family stories. Mahalia Jackson is an important person in African-American history and is a good role model.  Her story of perseverance and becoming successful is a lesson that is shared from generation to generation. 
Synopsis

Mahalia Jackson is told through several writing formats.  It begins with the grandfather sharing the historical underpinnings of the blues, including a brief history of the African experience in early America.  This sharing is filled with analogies and is warm and heartfelt.  From there, the author shifts gears to a factual, though loose biography of Mahalia Jackson.  The story is told through the voice of a grandfather emphasizing the importance of appreciating things as they happen.

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

	Who narrates the story? What text structure feature provides the evidence?  
	The bolded introduction tells us “the author is talking to his granddaughter”.  Because “his” is used, we know it’s a grandfather and not a grandmother.  

	Why does the grandfather talk about slavery?  What does slavery have to do with the blues?
	He is helping his granddaughter make the connection between slavery influencing the blues and the blues influencing Mahalia.  

	Give me an antonym for slavery. 
	Freedom

	“They wove hope on the air by singing songs called spirituals-songs for the spirit.  Their bodies were in slavery, but it didn’t mean their spirits had to be buried in sorrow as white as fog”.     

What does the term “spirituals” mean?
	Spirituals are songs for the spirit.  

	Using specific language from the text, what does Grandfather say is the root of the blues? 
	Grandfather says “ Blues music probably started something like this:  Somebody was out in the field working one day.  She knew she would be working from sunup to sundown on somebody’s farm making fifty cents a day until the day she died.  Thinking about it made her heart burn as if it had been struck by lightning.  The pain was so bad she didn’t know what to do, and suddenly she started singing”.  

In other words, the blues burst out of the pain of the difficult lives of the slaves and freed slaves.  

	What is Mahalia Jackson’s relationship with the blues?
	The author states that Mahalia learned a lot from listening to the to the blues and blues singers learned from listening to her.

 

	How does the author describe Mahila Jackson’s voice?
	The author describes Mahlia Jackson had a big voice and she could go from a high note to a low as easily as you put one foot in front of another.

	Grandfather says:  “I hope you won’t make the same mistake if you have a chance to hear some of the great singers of today”. What was Grandfather’s mistake?  What is he doing to prevent his granddaughter from making the same mistake.  
	He did not have “enough sense” to appreciate hearing a great singer.  He is sharing the importance of the blues by sharing its history, and he is sharing the specific experience of not having “enough sense” to listen when he had the chance.  

	How is this story two stories in one?  
	In the beginning the grandfather shares the history of the blues as being rooted in slavery.  In the second part, he gives a colorful biography of Mahalia Jackson.  


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	the blues

moaning….best fried chicken 


	expressive

reputation

posthumously

Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	roots

spiritual

sang with their whole bodies

idol

gospel


	cures

sorrow

rhythm

released




Culminating Task

· Explain why Mahalia Jackson was a person in history that should be appreciated and is worthy of the time for the grandfather to tell her story to his granddaughter. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

Answer: Mahalia Jackson grew up in Orleans and was raised by her aunt after her mother died. She dropped out of school after the eighth grade and worked doing people’s laundry. Mahalia Jackson loved music and had a dream that she wanted to sing like Bessie Smith.  Mahalia followed her dream and moved to Chicago where she became a famous gospel singer. Her accomplishments included receiving the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award and singing before Martin Luther King, Jr.’s I Have A Dream speech. Mahalia Jackson proved that ordinary people can do extraordinary things if they follow their dreams.

Additional Activity

· Re-read the story and think about the different events and time periods that are mentioned in the story.  Construct a timeline outlining the important events in the story that lead up to Mahalia Jackson’s life.  Then, pick the one event you feel is the most important from the story.  Use details from the story to support your opinion

Answer: Student should place events like slavery, end of slavery, indentured servitude, beginning of the blues, start of jazz, birth of Mahalia Jackson, and Mahalia Jackson singing before Martin Luther King’s speech

