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Unit 2/Week 3 
Title:   When Washington Crossed the Delaware
Suggested Time: 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.8; RF.5.3, RF.5.4; W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9; SL.5.1, SL.5.4; L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.4

Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Washington and his American army won the battles of Trenton and Princeton by strategizing, persevering, and keeping their spirits up in the face of hardship.

Synopsis

This nonfiction narrative is an account of two battles of the Revolutionary War, Trenton and Princeton.  American soldiers faced many difficulties during these battles, including lack of supplies and harsh weather conditions, but under the leadership of General George Washington, they persevered and won. At the Battle of Princeton, they crossed the Delaware, took the Hessians by surprise, and won; at Princeton, they marched in the middle of the night to defeat British soldiers.  American victories at these battles gave the Americans hope that they could win the rest of the war.
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)

3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (e.g., whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	Who were the Americans fighting? Why? 
	Americans were fighting for their independence from British rule.

	What was the condition of the American soldiers in 1776 under General Washington’s command? What can we figure out about the British soldiers’ condition from details in the text? Support your answer with quotes. 
	The British soldiers were experienced and well-trained, and the Americans were not: “How could the Americans, who were mostly new to fighting, ever hope to defeat the well-trained redcoats?” The American soldiers were poor and did not have proper clothing: “Many had no jackets to keep them warm.  Many had no shoes and marched with rags wrapped around their feet.”  The American soldiers were in poor physical condition: “They were sick, exhausted and cold.”  

There is no description of the British soldier’s health or clothing, but it is implied they were better off than the American soldiers, and they had help from other countries. The British had hired Hessians (German soldiers), meaning that the British must have been wealthier because they could afford to hire soldiers from another country.  

	Who are the “rebels” in the quote, “The rebels fly before us”? How do you know? What does this quote mean? 
	The American soldiers were the rebels. Just after the quote the author wrote, “The Americans retreated through cold and rain,” and before the quote, “The American soldiers were mostly new to fighting, had been defeated and were driven out of New York.”   The term ‘fly’ in this case means to run away. Also, the quote was spoken by a captain of the British army, so the “us” must be the British.

	What was General Washington’s attitude when “the struggle seemed hopeless”?  Who were the Hessians? What did Washington plan for the Hessians? 
	General Washington did not give up even though the struggle seemed hopeless.  The Hessians were German soldiers that the British hired to fight for the British. He knew the Hessians did not expect much the American soldiers, so General Washington planned something bold and daring: a surprise attack against the Hessians the day after Christmas.

	Looking for qualities that made the America troops strong what was crucial to their success?
	George Washington’s brave strategies, and the “spirit” were crucial to their success, since they were inexperienced, beaten down, had just lost and retreated from battle, and were hungry, poorly dressed, cold and sick.

	Thomas Paine was an important figure during the Revolutionary War. How did Thomas Paine support American Independence in this story? 
	Thomas Paine marched with the American soldiers as they retreated across New Jersey.  He wrote words that inspired soldiers to keep marching and fighting.

	To navigate means to guide down a path. Who navigated for the Americans across the Delaware? What was it like to navigate the crossing? Quote from the text to support your answer. 
	The “seafarers” navigated—they were sailors that knew how to navigate treacherous waters and help the troops cross the Delaware.  The waters were “treacherous,” which means dangerous— the author states that the soldiers had to “break through ice to get the boats in the river” and then “fend off large chunks of floating ice once they were underway.”

	What was General Washington “worried” about as the troops were crossing the Delaware? 
	The crossing was taking longer planned. He was worried that if the sun came up, they would be seen in the daylight and the army would be too late to surprise the Hessians.

	How were Captain Alexander Hamilton and Lieutenant James Monroe involved in the Battle of Trenton?  Why did the author choose to include them both in the story? 
	Captain Alexander Hamilton led one of the companies firing on the Hessians, and Lieutenant James Monroe was one of the officers that charged the Hessian’s cannon.  Alexander Hamilton signed the Declaration of Independence and became the first secretary of the treasury.  James Monroe would become our nation’s fifth president.

	Summarize what happened during the battle at Trenton. How did the battle at Trenton affect the American fight for independence from Britain? Quote accurately from the text in support of your answer.


	The Americans won the battle at Trenton in just two hours. Also, the Americans had “few loses of their own” and “captured nearly nine hundred Hessians.” George Washington is quoted as saying, “This is a great day for our country.” The battle at Trenton was a great victory for the Americans, and helped the Americans in their fight for independence because they defeated a large force of enemy soldiers, claimed territory, and boosted the morale of their soldiers. 

	How did General Washington try to persuade his troops to stay with him and not go home after the battle at Trenton? What happened?
	He promised the soldiers extra pay, and Washington appealed to their love of their country.  He told them if they wanted their country to be free, the soldiers had to keep fighting. Many soldiers resolved to stay at Washington’s side.

	Why did Washington call for more forces? 
	Washington learned that thousands of British troops and Hessians were gathering at Princeton, New Jersey. He believed they would attack soon and sent out a call for more forces.  

	How much time passed between the battle in Trenton and the battle in Princeton? 
	About a week passed from December 26, 1776 to January 3, 1777.

	Quote accurately about what inspired courage in the American soldiers.  
	Although “the enemy was right behind” the American soldiers on a narrow bridge, they could see Washington, who looked confident and inspired them. The “sight of their commander, firm and steady, gave them courage.” 

	What decision did the British commander, General Charles Cornwallis, make that helped General George Washington and the Americans? 
	General Charles Cornwallis thought he had the Americans and General Washington trapped, so Cornwallis decided to wait until the next morning to attack the Americans.  General Washington was not trapped and able to march his troops around Cornwallis and get to Princeton.

	Who won the battle at Princeton? Was this the last battle of the Revolutionary War?  What words and phrases from the text support your answer? 
	General Washington and his army won the battle.  This is not the last battle in the war.  The author writes, “many a battle lay ahead.”

	How did General George Washington, his troops, and other Americans feel after the battle at Princeton? What words and phrases from the text support your answer? 
	They felt confident about winning the war against the British.  The author writes, “News of Trenton and Princeton spread across the land, lifting the spirits of patriots everywhere….now Americans could think of winning their war for independence.  Now they could imagine that their great struggle would have a glorious end.”


	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	navigate

perseverance


	ferry
resolved; appealed



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	daring, bold, pursuing, discouraged, defeated, stationed, Hessians, “driven out,” course, retreated, independence

treacherous, maneuvered, seafarers
drums rolled,” destiny, fate

pursuit

patriots


	exhausted
“drew strength,” crucial, “beaten down”
underway, “crossing point,” “main body,” “fend off”

bombard; encountered

regiments

persuading

crisis




Culminating Task

· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write 

How and why did the American soldiers persevere when their success seem impossible?  Quote accurately from the text and give at least one example from the battle at Trenton and one from the battle at Princeton to support your answer.
Answer: The American soldiers persevered even when it looked like they would lose the war in a bid for independence from British rule. It seemed impossible because they were cold, hungry, without jackets and shoes and sick during both battles. They navigated dangerous waters to cross the Delaware River to get to Trenton, even having to break ice and row around big chunks of it in the river.  Even though not all of the soldiers could get across the Delaware, the troops that did cross persevered toward Trenton. Some of the soldiers left bloody footprints in the snow at Trenton, because they did not have shoes, but they kept marching.  General Washington rallied the troops by appealing to their patriotism.  When General Washington called for more men to stay and to fight, even men that had never fought answered that call just before the battle at Princeton.  When troops saw General Washington facing the enemy during the battle at Princeton, they found the courage to fight and persevere instead of retreating.  Their courage and determination, and their respect of and trust in their commander, gave the Americans the strength and spirit to win the battles at Trenton and Princeton.  After winning the battles, Americans “could think of winning their war for independence” and “imagine that their great struggle would have a glorious end.”  It gave them the strength and confidence to continue fighting the war.

Additional Tasks
· Show students on a map where the states and battle sites are today; show students the contrast of these locations on a period map from 1776.

Vocabulary
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