Yang the Second and Her Secret Admirers/Lensey Namioka/Created by Anchorage District

Unit 4/Week 3
Title: Yang the Second and Her Secret Admirers
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3; RF.5.3, RF.5.4; W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9; SL.5.1; L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.5
Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task. 

Big Ideas and Key Understandings
1. Learn to appreciate cultural heritage in a traditional Asian family structure within American society.
2. Recognize the difference between familial roles within the two cultures.   
Synopsis

When Yinglan Yang is uninterested in American culture after the family’s move from China, her brother and sister plot to change her mind.  Brother and Sister put their plan into motion, and it seems to end successfully.

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.

2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	List examples of Second sister’s feelings.  Why is she feeling this way?
	Second sister is feeling sad “forlorn”, “She looked so unhappy...” because “In China she had friends” and she is having trouble making friends in America.  

	Do you think there is a difference between how Second Sister and Fourth Brother view heritage?  Find evidence in the text to support your opinion.
	Second Sister thinks Chinese people should know about music, instruments, clothes, and food from their culture:  “Then she frowned.  ‘You know that boy Paul Eng?  He told me he had never seen or heard the instrument before!’”
Fourth Brother is not quite sure what Chinese heritage means. 

“Does she mean being as Chinese as possible?  Or does she mean her clothes?  Maybe she means eating Chinese food with chopsticks.”

	Who does the word ‘I’ refer to?  Why did this person take a big helping of the pork dish?
	 The word ‘I’ is referring to Fourth Brother (Yingtao). He took a big helping of the pork dish to keep his mother from wondering what he is thinking about.
“I was too busy with my thoughts to eat much. . . Hurriedly, I took a big helping.”

	What is the “great joke”?
	- “What if Second Sister overhears them saying that Paul Eng, her classmate, likes her?  And what if Paul overhears them saying that Second Sister likes him?” 
- “I decided it would be a great joke after all to get the two of them together.” 

	How is Second Sister described as acting?  How does this affect the way Fourth Brother feels about her?
	“She could have made friends here, too, but she preferred to stay home like a grouch.”  
“But Second Sister isn’t always a grouch, and I remembered the times when she was kind to me.” 

“It was just the kind of thing she would do for her own friends.”

This shows that Fourth Brother really cares for Second Sister and wants her to be happy and have friends.

	Fourth Brother says, “Second Sister wouldn’t look at a boy who didn’t speak Chinese.”  Find evidence in the text to support his opinion.
	Second Sister says, “You think somebody like Paul Eng would care more about his Chinese heritage!”  This shows that she thinks that Chinese Americans should know as much as possible about their heritage, including how to speak Chinese.

	What made Fourth Brother think that Second Sister may be thinking about what he and Third Sister said about Paul Eng?
	“I noticed that Second Sister sometimes had a peculiar expression.  Her face would be screwed up, like she was trying to get a piece of gristle out from between her teeth.  She must have been chewing over remarks she had overhead.”

	What details does the author include that show the conversation between Paul, Fourth Brother, Third Sister, and Kim at the food court was awkward?
	“Paul looked embarrassed.” “Three months seemed to go by as we all waited and squirmed.” “He cleared his throat, swallowed.” “The five of us stared at one another some more, and three more months passed.” 

	When Mrs. O’Meara asks, “Who was that?  Friends of yours?”  Third Sister replies, “I hope so.”  What does this tell you about what she and Fourth Brother think about the plan?  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
	The story says “The three of us beamed at one another.”  This shows that they hope the characters really will be friends and that they haven’t just played a joke on their sister.


Vocabulary
	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	noble
cling

forlorn

opera

heritage

scornfully

mooning

lame

solemnly

absently


	

	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	string quartet

a terrible ear

accompaniment

gristle

	unison




Culminating Task

· Culture means the arts and customs of a particular nation. Elements of culture include art, music, language, food, clothing, etc. Describe the elements of Chinese culture found in this text. How are these elements similar to or different from American culture?

Answer: Elements of Chinese culture include the violin-like instrument (the erhu), eating with chopsticks, speaking Chinese, the cloth jacket Second Sister wore. Students should compare these with similar items found in American culture.

Additional Tasks

· Using examples from the text, describe how this family is similar or different from yours?
Answer:

Similarities:

1.  Siblings went to a mall. 
2.  Siblings got refreshments from a restaurant. 
3.  Siblings met with friends. 
Possible differences:

1.  Family sitting at dinner table eating pork stewed with yellow turnips. 
2.  Second sister presented the erhu at school. 
3.  Sister and brother washing dishes by hand. 
4.  The names of the siblings (Second Sister, Third Brother, and Fourth Sister)

· Find two examples of where the author is using figurative language to help the audience to visualize the concepts that are being discussed.

Answer: Fourth Brother says, “Second Sister’s steps on the stairs sounded thoughtful.”  In paragraph seven, Fourth Brother says, “Second Sister’s face would be screwed up like she was trying to get a piece of gristle out from between her teeth, and then says she must have been chewing over remarks about Paul.”   
Note to Teacher

· To help with students’ understanding of the story’s characters, it may be helpful to write a grid on the board (or using a projector) to help students keep track of the characters and their traits.

