
Journey to the Moon 


Unit 4

Title: Journey to the Moon
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.7; RF.3.4; W.3.1, W.3.2, W.3.4; SL.3.1; L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4
Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

In 1969, Apollo 11 was the first successful mission to land men on the moon. It was a monumental accomplishment for both 

the United States and the world.

Synopsis
“Journey to the Moon” reflects a huge achievement of landing men on the moon. In 1969, three astronauts (Neil Armstrong,    Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins) on Apollo 11 accomplished this feat. This story describes in detail the journey of these astronauts. The two-fold mission is described (landing men on the moon and returning them safely to Earth), along with a detailed description of the spacecraft used. The Columbia was the command module of the spacecraft, while the Eagle or lunar module is what actually landed on the moon. Sights seen by the astronauts are detailed. The author describes what the moon looked like and explains tasks undertaken while Aldrin and Armstrong were on the moon. The role of the third astronaut, Michael Collins, was to drive the spacecraft around the moon while Aldrin and Armstrong completed their duties there. The end of the story is a description of the astronauts’ triumphant return to Earth. President Nixon addressed the nation, giving credit to both the astronauts and our country for this wonderful feat being accomplished.  

2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

	Who was the first man to set foot on the moon? What was the date? 
	Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon on July 20, 1969.



	What were the two missions of Apollo 11? 
	The first mission was to land two men on the moon. The second was to bring the men back to Earth safely.

	Look at the pictures in the text. What types of illustrations are used in this text? Why is this a good fit for the text?


	Actual photographs from the Apollo 11 mission are used. Since this is an expository text, the pictures help the reader understand exactly what this mission was like.

	According to the text, the spacecraft used to travel to the moon had two parts. Use the text to tell the names of the two parts and explain how each part served a different purpose. 
	The main part of the spacecraft was Columbia and it was the command module. 

The lunar module was named the Eagle. It would land on the surface of the moon.

	Use the text to explain why the second part of the spacecraft was called the “lunar module.” 
	“Lunar” means moon. This part, unlike the other, would actually land on the moon (hence the name.)

	According to the text, only Armstrong and Aldrin walked on the moon. ‘If something went wrong on the moon, he would have to return to Earth by himself”.  What does this mean
 about Collins’s role and why he didn’t walk on the moon?
	Someone had to remain on the Columbia and orbit the moon. This was the role of Collins. 

Collins was orbiting the moon while Armstrong and Aldrin were on the moon.  If something unfortunate happened to Armstrong and Aldrin, Collins would still be able to come home.

	What proof does the author give us that Armstrong and Aldrin actually landed on the moon?
	A TV camera had been mounted to the lunar module. Over 600 million people from around the world watched the landing and moonwalk on TV. The moon’s surface was dusty and Armstrong left clear footprints.  

	The author quotes Armstrong saying, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” What do you think he meant by these words?
	He seemed honored to be part of such a special moment in history. Literally speaking, it was one small step onto the moon, but a giant leap for mankind in that no one had ever accomplished this task before.

	The word “desolation” means emptiness or bareness. What did Aldrin mean by describing the moon as a “magnificent desolation”?
	The moon’s surface was dusty. It was a desolate place in that there were no trees or houses, but was magnificent and different. He had never seen such before.

	Use the text to describe what people watching from their home televisions saw as this mission took place.
	The astronauts seemed to be hopping because the moon has weak gravity. They wore heavy space suits to provide oxygen and control the temperature and pressure. Also, an American flag was planted, the astronauts took pictures, and gathered rocks.

	The author states that the astronauts were exhausted. Use the text to explain why they were exhausted.
	They took pictures, gathered 50 pounds of rocks, and did a few experiments.  They had been awake for 22 hours.

	Collins was worried about his friends on the moon. What does the author say that explains why Collins was worried?
	Collins was 70 miles away orbiting the Earth; he had no communication with the others and no TV to watch. He even lost radio contact for an hour when he was on the far side of the moon, so he was worried about the safety of his fellow crew members. 

	The author states, ”The Eagle blasted off from the moon and docked with Columbia.” Use the text to explain what “docked” means.
	Armstrong and Aldrin climbed back aboard the command module. Therefore, the two parts came back together.

	The Eagle did not return to Earth. What reason did the author give that explains why it did not?
	The job of the Eagle was complete. It was no longer needed. The Eagle was allowed to crash on the moon.

	What does President Nixon mean in his statement?
	These astronauts had accomplished something that had never been done before. By doing so, they gave the entire world a glimpse into outer space, specifically the moon. 

	It is mentioned that the astronauts were quarantined upon their return to Earth. What words on this page explain what this means?
	They were kept behind windows away from everybody to make sure they did not have any germs from the moon.

	What reasons are given as to why nothing ever changes on the moon? What can this remind us of?
	There is no air, wind, or rain on the moon. Because nothing changes, this serves as a reminder of our accomplishments of the past.

	The United States won the race to the moon. Use the text to explain what steps helped the United States win this race.
	New technology and equipment had to be made by engineers such as space suits, spacecraft, and booster rockets.  New technology was developed by working hard and together to make this triumph possible.


	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	module 
mission 

	orbit 
gravity 

	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	astronauts 
quarantine 
“magnificent desolation” 

	commander
pressure 
exhausted 

docked 

addressed 


Vocabulary

Culminating Task
· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
· Pretend you are a journalist for a newspaper during the time of the Apollo 11 mission. Write a newspaper article describing the mission to your readers. Use the text to include details such as astronauts’ names, details of the mission, and their safe return to Earth.
Answer:  

“That’s one small step for man and one giant leap for mankind.” These were Neil Armstrong’s words as he made his first dusty steps on the surface of the moon. On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, and Michael Collins were the three astronauts on board Apollo 11.  The spacecraft was made up of two parts. Columbia was the command module. Eagle, the lunar module, was the part that would land on the surface of the moon. After traveling nearly 240,000 miles Armstrong and Aldrin entered Eagle and prepared to land on the moon. Collins remained in Columbia and would orbit the moon. Armstrong and Aldrin safely landed on the moon.  As the men stepped on the surface of the moon, dusty footprints were left behind. Televisions were static with electricity as people were able to watch this monumental event.  The astronauts planted an American flag on the moon, took pictures, gathered 50 pounds of rocks and conducted experiments.  After 2 ½ hours they re-entered Eagle, blasted off, and docked with Columbia. Armstrong and Aldrin climbed on board the command module.  Eagle’s job was done. It fell away and crashed on the moon.  Columbia safely transported the astronauts back to Earth.  On July 24, 1969, the spacecraft splashed down in the Pacific Ocean.  An aircraft carrier waited nearby to pick them up.  As President Nixon addressed the nation the three astronauts remained in quarantine until it was certain they had carried no germs home from the moon.  Their two-fold mission was a success:  to land on the moon, and return safely back to Earth.  July 20, 1969-July 24, 1969 were four days that would forever change the world.  The year 1969 and dusty footprints will always remind us of what was done in the past- and point to what can be done in the future.

Additional Tasks

· After reading “Journey to the Moon”, think about whether it is possible for humans to live on the moon. Defend your position of why or why not people could live on the moon. Write a one-paragraph composition and use specific examples from the text.

Sample Answer one:  People could not live on the moon. There are several reasons for this. One explanation is because there is no air on the moon.  How can a person live where there is no air? Another reason is there is very little gravity. Who wants to bounce around all day? A final reason that people cannot live on the moon is people would be very hungry because there is no food or water there. With the lack of necessary resources, of course no one can reside on the moon.

Sample Answer two:  People could make living on the moon a possibility in the future. There are several explanations for this conjecture. One way people could live on the moon is by wearing oxygen tanks and pressurizing suits. The suits would control the temperature and make it comfortable. The suits also would provide needed oxygen.  Another thing that could be done is food and water could be brought to the moon in a spacecraft. While living on the moon would not be the same as living here on Earth, it is a real possibility for the future.
· Re-read the text. Create a fact and opinion chart using information from the text. List the page numbers where the information is located. Locate at least four facts and four opinions. (This activity can be done in cooperative learning groups.)






Fact



Opinion______________________





Neil Armstrong was the first 

“That’s one small step for man, 

                                                     
man to walk on the moon.

one giant leap for mankind.”






Aldrin was the second man to walk
The moon was “magnificent






on the moon.                                           desolation.






On July 24, 1969, the spacecraft
It was the greatest week in 






landed in the Pacific Ocean.

history.






An aircraft carrier picked up

The world had never been






the astronauts.


closer together.
Name ______________________________________________
Date ___________________

“Journey to the Moon”

1. Who was the first man to set foot on the moon? What was the date? 
2. What were the two missions of Apollo 11? 
3. What types of illustrations are used in this text? Why is this good fit for the text?
4. According to the text, the spacecraft used to travel to the moon had two parts. Use the text to tell the names of the two parts and explain how each part served a different purpose. 
5. Use the text to explain why the second part of the spacecraft was called the “lunar module.” 
6. According to the text, only Armstrong and Aldrin walked on the moon. “If something went wrong on the moon, he would have to return to Earth by himself”.  What does this mean
 about Collins’s role and why he didn’t walk on the moon?
7. What proof does the author give us that Armstrong and Aldrin actually landed on the moon?
8. The author quotes Armstrong saying, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” What do you think he meant by these words?
9. The word “desolation” means emptiness or bareness. What did Aldrin mean by describing the moon as a “magnificent desolation”?
10. Use the text to describe what people watching from their home televisions saw as this mission took place.
11. The author states that the astronauts were exhausted. Use the text to explain why they were exhausted.
12. Collins was worried about his friends on the moon. What does the author say that explains why Collins was worried?
13. The author states, ”The Eagle blasted off from the moon and docked with Columbia.” Use the text to explain what “docked” means.
14. The Eagle did not return to Earth. What reason did the author give that explains why it did not?
15. What does President Nixon mean in his statement?
16. It is mentioned that the astronauts were quarantined upon their return to Earth. What words on this page explain what this means?
17. What reasons are given as to why nothing ever changes on the moon? What can this remind us of?
18. The United States won the race to the moon. Use the text to explain what steps helped the United States win this race.
