
 

  1 

Smarter Balanced Assessment Item Illustrating 3.MD.B.4 
© ITEM ADAPTED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE SMARTER BALANCED GRADE 3 2016 PRACTICE TEST AVAILABLE 

FROM HTTP://WWW.SMARTERBALANCED.ORG/ASSESSMENTS/; ACCESSED MARCH 2017. PLEASE CONTACT 

SMARTER BALANCED DIRECTLY FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON TERMS OF USE. 
 

 

 
 

Answer Key 

(Exemplar shown at right) 

 

 

Elaboration on Alignment 

This item requires students to represent a data set on a line plot, where the 

horizontal scale is marked off in whole numbers.  The work that students do in 

grade 3 with line plots with halves and quarters gives context to the work in 

fractions and reinforces the major work of the grade (e.g. 3.NF.A.2). Note that 

3.MD.B.4 also includes generating measurement data by measuring lengths using 

rulers marked with halves and fourths of an inch, which students are not required 

to do in this item.    

 

Learn More 

Learn more with the Math Assessment Item Alignment Professional Development 

Modules.  

https://achievethecore.org/page/2886/mathematics-assessment-item-alignment-modules
https://achievethecore.org/page/2886/mathematics-assessment-item-alignment-modules
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All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was 

published in October 2017. Over time, the organizations that manage that external 

content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no 

longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net. 
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