
Domain: Measurement and Data 
3.MD.C: Geometric measurement: understand concepts of area and relate area to multiplication and to
addition.
Calculator Availability: No

Alignment: 3.MD.C.6: Measure areas by counting unit squares (square cm, square m, square in, square 
ft, and improvised units). 

This item assesses foundational understandings about area. Before students learn to multiply side 
lengths to find the area of a rectangle, they must understand what area is. Students apply the 
understanding that area is the two-dimensional space taken up by a figure and that it is typically 
measured in units that are square.  

Coherence: Area concepts are an extension of the linear measurement work that students started in 
grade 22.MD.A.1 when they learned to measure using standard units and tools, such as rulers. Learning 
area measurement in grade 3 provides a basis for the work that students will do in grade 5 when they 
learn about volume.5.MD.C  

Rigor: This item attends to conceptual understanding of area. 
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Answer Key: This item has more than one acceptable correct response. One response is shown here. 
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Learn More
Learn more with the Math Assessment Item Alignment Professional Development 
Modules.

All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was 
published in August 2020. Over time, the organizations that manage that external 
content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no 
longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net. 

mailto:info@studentsachieve.net
https://achievethecore.org/page/2886/mathematics-assessment-item-alignment-modules
https://achievethecore.org/page/2886/mathematics-assessment-item-alignment-modules



