Rope Burn/Jan Siebold/Created by Livingston Parish District

Unit 1/Week 1

Title:   Rope Burn 
Suggested Time:
 5 days (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, RL.5.6, RL.5.10; RF.5.3, RF.5.4; W.5.2, W.5.4, SL.5.1, SL.5.2, SL.5.6; L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.4 
Teacher Instructions
Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Sometimes you need a friend to support and encourage you in order to overcome a challenge. 

Synopsis

In the story, Richard moves to a new town and has to make new friends and face the challenge of climbing the rope in gym class. He makes a friend in James, and James helps Richard learn how to climb rope by using a rope that he has at his house. As a result of James’ encouragement and good teaching skills, Richard learns how to climb the rope, and he makes a friend in the process.   
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)

3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)

Text Dependent Questions

	Text Dependent Questions
	Answers

	Richards states that moving to a new school is an open invitation to humiliation. Based on clues from the text, what does it mean to be humiliated? How does Richard attempt to avoid humiliation?
	When you are humiliated, you are embarrassed. Richard attempts to blend in by looking like all the other kids wearing jeans, T-shirt and sneakers.

	What does the author tell us about how Richard feels at the prospect of climbing the rope? What quotes from Richard support this? 
	Richard is scared and nervous. He hasn’t successfully climbed the rope before.  

“I broke into a cold sweat.”  

“I just kept staring up at the twist of rope that seemed to reach into outer space.”

	How does Richard meet James? 
	James comes up to Richard at his locker after gym class and starts talking to him about rope climbing.

	What clues does author give that help you know James is observant and friendly? 

	James notices that Richard does not like rope climbing; he also notices that Richard hesitates in the cafeteria, and he invites Richard to sit with him and his friends.

	Richard sits on the fringes of groups in the cafeteria. What does it mean that he sits on the fringes? Why would Richard choose to sit there? 
	To sit on the fringes means to sit on the outskirts or just outside of where the other kids are sitting. Richards is new and doesn’t have friends to sit with.

	Using quotes from the story, what specific rope-climbing techniques does James teach Richard in order to help him pass the test? 

	Richard learns how to wrap his legs around the bottom of the rope and pull himself higher.  As he pulls himself up with his hands, at the same time his feet pushed downward.

	What makes James a good teacher? 
Constructed response:  Was James an effective teacher for Richard?  Use specific quotes from the story to support your opinion. 

	James watches what Richard does.  He shows him how to do it, tells him how to do it, and encourages him to do it quickly

James was an effective teacher because he watched Richard climb “I just hung there whiles James studied me.”, he told him what he was doing wrong, and “First of all, you’re expecting your arms to do all of the work.” He showed home how to do it, “He took hold of the rope with his hand and wrapped his legs around the bottom of it.  The rope was clenched between his sneakers.  James reacher hight with his hand and pulled himself up.”  Finally, James encouraged him, “”Good” said James. 

	What motivation did James offer Richard to climb into the tree house? Why was this an appropriate incentive?   
	James offers Richard a Ryne Sandberg rookie card.  Ryne Sandberg is Richard’s favorite baseball player and was born on his birthday. James knows this from when he went to hang out at Richard’s house.

	Why did Richard leave James a note in the tackle box notebook in the tree house on Saturday? How does this action help you to understand how Richard is feeling after this solo practice session? 
	Richard wanted James to discover the note and to be proud of him for climbing the rope on his own.

	Summarize how Richard’s feelings changed from the first day of gym to the day he successfully climbed the rope.
	Richard went from being nervous and uncertain to believing he could climb the rope because of James friendship.


Vocabulary

	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	
	Chameleon

Spleen 

Sincere

Coaxed



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	Fringes


	Hesitating

Strained

Clench

Clasp

Advised 

Tender




Culminating Task
· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
Using specific examples and quotes from the text, describe how James’ ability to be an encouraging and supportive friend helped Richard to overcome the challenge of climbing the rope. 
Students’ answer should include examples/quotes about how:

· Richard felt humiliated when he couldn’t climb the rope in gym at the beginning of the story

· James introduced himself to Richard and invited him to sit with them at lunch.  

· James invited Richard over to his tree house to help and gave Richard specific techniques to practice.
· James gave Richard incentives such as the baseball card to encourage him.

· In the end, Richard learned how to climb the rope and make it to the top.

Additional Tasks
· Fluency: Have students read the story aloud with a focus on oral reading expression as it relates to the figurative language found in the text. “’Thanks a lot,’ I said. ‘I suppose this is your idea of a joke?’” 

· Descriptive language: Have students work in pairs to look for vivid descriptions found in the text. Once found, have them chart their findings.  
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