Teacher Preparation Resources
Tools and resources to meet the needs of future teachers of mathematics and ELA/literacy

Mathematics and ELA/Literacy Resources to Support the Shifts
Required by College- and Career-Ready Standards

Aligned
achievethecore.org/aligned

Aligned is a blog that features largely teacher-authored reflections
on real classroom challenges and issues related to instructional
content.
Help teacher candidates:
• Dig into a subject-specific problem of practice and discuss how
to overcome this challenge.
• Discuss ways to supplement or adapt their materials once they
are in the classroom.
• Reinforce their understanding of college- and career-ready
materials.

Instructional Practice Guide
achievethecore.org/coaching-tool

The Instructional Practice Guide (IPG) helps teacher candidates
concretely identify what content-focused, standards-aligned
instructional practice looks like in the context of a lesson.
Help teacher candidates:
• Norm understanding of what college- and career-ready,
standards-aligned instruction looks like.
• Focus on specific indicators to discuss both how the
indicator supports student learning and how a teacher would
address that indicator through his/her instruction
• Perform peer observation, student teaching, or self reflection.

“The IPG has been incredibly useful
as we work with teams to help
them “see” the shifts come alive
in classrooms. One way we’ve
done this is to use the IPG while
watching videos of teachers. We
then collectively work together
to identify evidence of each of
the indicators before debriefing
how the IPG provided us with a
lens for identifying CCSS aligned
instruction.”
Sara Bokhari, Project Director, TNTP

Shifts Professional Development Modules
https://achievethecore.org/Shifts-PD

The Shifts Professional Development Modules provide an
introduction to the six instructional Shifts required by college- and
career-ready standards.
Help teacher candidates:
• Engage in concrete professional learning activities that support
their understanding of the Shifts for math and ELA/literacy.
• Understand how the Shifts impact instructional practice, materials,
and assessment

Recognize Aligned Assessment -- Before
and After Modules and Item Alignment Modules
achievethecore.org/ELA-shifts-assessment
achievethecore.org/math-shifts-assessment

These modules facilitate a deep understanding of the standards, what it means
to assess them, and master the key concepts.
Help teacher candidates:
• Work backwards from the expectations of college- and career-ready
standards to learn to design instruction and identify content that will help
their students master the standards.
• Understand the expectations of math and ELA standards.
• See real-world examples that illustrate the difference between aligned and unaligned instruction.

Instructional Practice Toolkit with Videos
achievethecore.org/IPT

The Instructional Practice Toolkit is a professional learning resource around a set of tools and videos that support
understanding of college- and career-ready instruction.
Help teacher candidates:
• Identify content-specific best practices by analyzing videos along with the Instructional Practice Guide.
• Discuss instruction on a specific topic -- e.g., reflect on instruction that introduces multiplication of fractions.
• Analyze lesson plans and student work through the Instructional Practice Toolkit materials.

“We guide teacher educators to examine the
videos of teacher practice, and then work
backwards from the video to construct learning
experiences that would be necessary for a
resident or teacher candidate to become
successful with a specific practice.”
Jill Harvieux Pitner, Chief Innovation Officer, National Center for Teacher
Residences

Articles/Research
achievethecore.org/math-research
achievethecore.org/ELA-research

These research pieces represent the underlying evidence behind
college- and career-ready instructional practice strategies.
Help teacher candidates:
• Build an understanding of the research underpinning the standards.
• Dig deeper into particular elements of standards-aligned instruction.

Student Achievement Partners’ resources are grounded in research and evidence, and we are committed to sharing
standards-aligned tools and practices freely with educators across the country.

