
Reflecting on the Common Core Shifts                                                     
 

ELA/Literacy Shifts 
What this shift means for 

 what is taught in my 
classroom/school/district 

What this shift means for 
 how we teach in my 

classroom/school/district 

1. Regular practice with 
complex text and its 
academic language 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Reading, writing, and 
speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, 

both literary and 
informational 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Building knowledge through 
content-rich nonfiction 
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Math Shifts 
What this shift means for 

 what is taught in my 
classroom/school/district 

What this shift means for 
 how we teach in my 

classroom/school/district 

1. Focus strongly where the 
Standards focus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Coherence: Think across 
grades, and link to major 
topics within grades 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Rigor: In major topics pursue 
conceptual understanding,  
procedural skill and fluency, 
and application with equal 
intensity 
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