Qualitative Dimensions of Text Complexity Chart

9th – 10th Grade Band

Name of Text:
“The Longitude Prize” by Joan Dash*

Type of Text (Narrative/Poetry/Hybrid/Informational, etc.):      Informational 


	Category
	Notes and comments on text, support for placement in this band 


	Where to place within the band?



	
	
	Beginning of 9
	End of 9
	Beginning of 10
	End of 10
	NOT suited to band

	Structure (both story structure or form of piece)
	The text is moderately complex and subtle in structure. Although the text may appear at first glance to be a conventional narrative, Dash mainly uses narrative elements in the service of illustrating historical and technical points. The long quote adds to the structural challenge.
	

	Language Clarity and Conventions  (including vocabulary load)
	Language is used literally and is relatively clear, but numerous archaic, domain-specific, and otherwise unfamiliar terms are introduced in the course of citing primary historical sources and discussing the craft, art, and science of navigation (quadrant, latitude, astrolabe, affidavit.) The quote further adds an archaic language burden.
	

	Knowledge Demands (life, content, cultural/literary)
	The text assumes relatively little prior knowledge regarding seafaring and navigation, but some general sense of the concepts of latitude and longitude, the nature of sailing ships, and the historical circumstances that promoted exploration and trade is useful to comprehending the text.
	

	Levels of Meaning/ Purpose
	The single, relatively clear purpose of the text (not fully apparent in the excerpt but signaled by the title) is to recount the discovery of the concept of longitude. But this is not readily apparent from the excerpt.


	

	Overall placement: 
Beginning to middle of  10th grade 
	Justification: 
The text is primarily informational in structure despite the narrative opening. While the text relies on concrete language and goes to some effort to connect central ideas for the reader, it also contains complex syntax and few explicit connections between words and sentences.                                                                                                           
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