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	An Elephant Grows Up 
	Recommended for Grade 2



Title/Author:  An Elephant Grows Up By Anastasia Suen  
Suggested Time to Spend: 3 Days (Recommendation: one session per day, at least 20 minutes per day)
Common Core grade-level ELA/Literacy Standards: RI 2.1, RI 2.2, RI.2.3, RI 2.5, RI 2.6, RI 2.7; W.2.2, W.2.8; SL.2.1, SL 2.2, SL 2.4; L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.4
Lesson Objective: Students will listen to an informational text about the life cycle of an African elephant and use reading, writing, listening and speaking skills to understand how an elephant grows up in the wild.  
Students will be able to: 
· Tell the sequence of events of an informational text
· Identify the author’s purpose for writing the text
· Use illustrations to help them better understand the text
Teacher Instructions
Before the Lesson
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis below.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description to help you prepare to teach the book and be clear about what you want your children to take away from the work. 
Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Question
Children depend on their mothers for survival as they grow up. They become more independent and eventually start their own families. (Circle of Life) After reading the book, students should be able to answer the following questions through text evidence:
How does mother elephant help her baby survive in the wild?  
How does a baby elephant become more independent?
Synopsis:
When the baby elephant is born, the mother cow is protective of the calf. This can be seen by the pictures. The baby is dependent on its mother for protection and food. As the baby elephant grows up, she learns from the herd where to go for water, how to use its trunk for drinking and picking leaves, and how to use her tusk for digging, a resting place for its trunk, and a weapon. Eventually the calf grows up and has her own calf.
2. Go to the last page of the lesson and review “What makes this Read-Aloud Complex.” This was created for you as part of the lesson and will give you guidance about what the lesson writers saw as the sources of complexity or key access points for this book. You will of course evaluate text complexity with your own students in mind, and make adjustments to the lesson pacing and even the suggested activities and questions.
3. Read the entire book, adding your own insights to the understandings identified.  Also note the stopping points for the text-inspired questions and activities. Hint: you may want to copy the questions vocabulary words and activities over onto sticky notes so they can be stuck to the right pages for each day’s questions and vocabulary work.
4. Consider pairing this series of lessons on An Elephant Grows Up with a text set to increase student knowledge and familiarity with the topic. A custom text set can be found here. Note: This is particularly supportive of ELL students.

Note to teachers of English Language Learners (ELLs): Read Aloud Project Lessons are designed for children who cannot read yet for themselves. They are highly interactive and have many scaffolds built into the brief daily lessons to support reading comprehension. Because of this, they are filled with scaffolds that are appropriate for English Language Learners who, by definition, are developing language and learning to read (English). This read aloud text includes complex features which offer many opportunities for learning, but at the same time includes supports and structures to make the text accessible to even the youngest students.
This lesson includes features that align to best practices for supporting English Language Learners. Some of the supports you may see built into this, and /or other Read Aloud Project lessons, assist non-native speakers in the following ways: 

· These lessons include embedded vocabulary scaffolds that help students acquire new vocabulary in the context of reading. They feature multi-modal ways of learning new words, including prompts for where to use visual representations, the inclusion of student-friendly definitions, built-in opportunities to use newly acquired vocabulary through discussion or activities, and featured academic vocabulary for deeper study.

· These lessons also include embedded scaffolds to help students make meaning of the text itself. It calls out opportunities for paired or small group discussion, includes recommendations for ways in which visuals, videos, and/or graphic organizers could aid in understanding, provides a mix of questions (both factual and inferential) to guide students gradually toward deeper understanding, and offers recommendations for supplementary texts to build background knowledge supporting the content in the anchor text.

· These lessons feature embedded supports to aid students in developing their overall language and communication skills by featuring scaffolds such as sentence frames for discussion and written work (more guidance available here) as well as writing opportunities (and the inclusion of graphic organizers to scaffold the writing process). These supports help students develop and use newly acquired vocabulary and text-based content knowledge.

The Lesson – Questions, Activities, and Tasks
	Questions/Activities/Vocabulary/Tasks
	Expected Outcome or Response (for each)

	FIRST READING: Day 1
Read aloud the entire book with minimal interruptions. Stop to provide word meanings or clarify only when you know the majority of your students will be confused.


	The goal here is for students to enjoy the book, both writing and pictures, and to experience it as a whole. This will give them some context and sense of completion before they dive into examining the parts of the book more carefully.

	SECOND READING: Day 2

Read the blurb on the back cover. Ask students why the author included this information
Today we are going to revisit the text An Elephant Grows Up. Who thinks they can describe how the baby elephant grows up with the help of the mother elephant and the herd?
Read  p. 4-.  Look at the baby on the ground. Turn and talk to a partner about how big the text says the baby is.  
Why is the baby on the ground?  
How do we know what the elephants are called?  
That box is called a caption because it gives us more information about the pictures. There are several captions throughout the text, so we need to make sure we read them so that we can better understand the text.
P.6 Using the text and the text features (pictures and captions), describe the calf.
What does the baby calf eat?
The word herd is mentioned on several pages, 8, 9, 11, 19, and 21. What is a herd? How important is the herd to a baby calf?
On page 9, Why does the whole herd stay until the calf can walk?
P.13 How does the elephant use its trunk?
Have students come up with a list of ways the elephant uses it’s trunk
On p. 15, I wonder why the calf uses her trunk to dig for water when they have a water hole. What is different about the ground and trees on p.12-14 vs. p.15?
On pages 13-17, What do you notice the calf is able to do as it grows up?
How do female and male calf differ? How are they similar?
Review Diagram on page 22
How does the diagram help you understand the text?

Look at p.23. What text features do you notice and why do you think they were included?


	
To let readers know what the book was about and what information to look for.
Students can either recount with a partner the major events in the text, or this can be turned into a sequencing activity where they cut and past the major events in order. Major events that happened:

· Baby elephant is born under the hot African Sun

· The herd stays in one place until the calf is able to walk

· The elephants look for food, but the calf drinks milk from mom

· The baby elephant learns to use her trunk to get water

· The baby elephant learns to eat leaves from the trees

· The baby elephant learns other ways to use her trunk (like digging)

· The baby calf gets a new brother

· When the brother is 9, he joins a different herd

· The calf grows up and becomes a mother

It weighs more than a refrigerator but looks small compared to mom.
The baby is on the ground because it is a newborn and doesn’t have the strength to stand up yet.
Information in the box at the bottom of p.5
Female elephant is a cow 
Male elephant is a bull
Baby elephant is a calf
The calf is as tall as a kitchen table, it’s able to stand, it’s covered in hair, and it’s hungry.
It drinks milk from mom.
Herd refers to the family of elephants, mom, aunts, grandmothers, other adult females as well as other calves (cousins)
The baby calf depends on the herd for protection and they learn how to survive from watching other elephants.
The herd provides safety and protection for the baby calf. The family will not leave the baby calf because it is important for it to survive so that elephants can keep reproducing.
The elephant uses its long nose and upper lip to suck water into the trunk and blow it into mouth p.13
Later it can grab leaves high in the leaves p.14
It holds its mother’s tail when walking the trails p.10
Dry season in Africa (weather)
On p. 14 there are leaves on the trees, the ground looks moist. Water is available at the water hole.
On p. 15 the leaves on the trees are gone, the ground looks dry and hard. The elephant has to dig for water because it’s no longer available at the water hole.
She stops nursing after two years old and eats plants, 
She uses tusks to dig for water and rip bark off of trees.
She can also use her tusk to rest her heavy trunk.
They both need their mother for survival (food, protection, guidance)
The male grows to be much larger than the female.
Males leave the herd when they are 9 and join a different herd, Females stay with the herd.
They both start their own families.
Activity: Students label parts of the elephant after looking at the diagram. Then write about how the diagram helped them to understand more about elephants and the parts of their body.

A world map, with Africa colored red. Gives us a visual of where the story takes place in the world. And a glossary that gives the definitions of some words that are in the text. These text features help us better understand the text.

	THIRD READING: Day 3
Today, we are going to focus on the question: How does the mother elephant (cow) help her baby survive? The chart below can be used as an anchor chart or students can fill it out as they go through the text again.

On page 5, what is the mother elephant doing in the illustration?  How does that help the baby survive?
On page 6, what do the elephants do for the baby?  How does that help it survive? 

On page 7, what does mother elephant do?  What do the words say on this page, and what do you see in the picture?  How does that help the baby survive? 

On pages 8 and 9, what does the herd do?  Reread the words on the page.  How does this help the baby survive?

Reread page 10.  What does the mother elephant do?  How does this help the baby survive?  
Reread pages 12 and 13 and look at the illustrations.  What do the elephants do?  How does that help the baby elephants survive? 

Reread the caption on page 14.  What does the mother elephant do to help her baby survive? 

Reread page 16.  What did the mother elephant do after four years?  How does that help the baby survive?

 Reread page 20 and the caption on page 21.  How did the calf (now a mother) know how to take care of her new baby?  

Write a paragraph that explains how the mother elephant helps her baby to survive. Use the text and illustrations to support your answer.
	The mother stands over the new baby.  This helps protect the baby.  Note to teacher:  Record this information on the chart.  
The mother elephants are putting their trunks under the baby.  This helps the baby stand up.  The baby would not survive laying on the ground.  The baby has to walk with the other elephants. 
The mother elephant stands still so the baby can drink her milk.  This helps the baby survive because young elephants grow quickly, and need food to eat. 

The herd waits for the baby to be able to walk.  This helps the baby survive because the baby needs to be strong enough to keep up with the herd.  The baby needs to stay with the herd.  If it was alone, it would not survive.

Mother elephant keeps her baby close on the walk to find food.  The baby walks in the back and/or at her side.  This helps the baby survive because she is protecting the baby.

The elephants lead the herd to water so the elephants can drink.  The baby elephants learn to drink the water.  They watch the older elephants.  The baby learns to drink water on their own. 

The mother elephant nurses the baby for two years.  Even though the baby is eating like the older elephants, the mother still feeds the baby to help it get stronger and bigger.
Mother elephant waited a long time to have another baby.  This helped the first baby grow bigger so she could take care of a new baby.  

The baby elephant learned how to be a good mother from her mother.  Now the new mother will help her own baby survive and grow up just like her mother taught her.  
See below.


FINAL DAY WITH THE BOOK - Culminating Task
· Students should be able to talk about the main idea and central theme of the book.
· Main Idea: The baby elephant depends on its mother and the herd for protection and guidance. As it grows up the baby elephant does more for itself and finally has its own baby to guide and protect.
· Theme: Cycle of Life, all things that are born have needs that have to be met in able to survive and grow up to have their own families.
· What are some dangers that elephants have? (poachers, dehydration during dry seasons, scarce food supplies, habitat destruction)
· How does the mother elephant help her baby survive?   Mother elephant does a lot of things to help her baby survive.   When the baby is little, the mother stands over the baby.  When the baby is ready to stand, she uses her trunk to lift the baby to its feet.   If you turn to page 6 in the book, you can see the elephant trunks under the baby elephant’s body.  Then, the mother and the herd, wait until the baby can walk on its own before they start looking for food.  This helps the baby elephant survive because the mother elephant knows her baby needs time and help before it can walk with the herd.   Another way the mother helps the baby is by keeping the baby close to her all the time.  When the herd is walking, the mother keeps the baby next to it, and/or the baby holds on to her tail.  In the picture on pages 10 and 11, you can see the ways the babies stay with their mother when they are walking.  The mother knows where her baby is at all times.  She is protecting her baby and keeping it safe.  Mother elephant also helps her baby survive by waiting to have another baby.  She waits for at least two years.  This helps her baby grow up and start to live on it’s own.  Mother elephants are important to their baby’s survival.  Without their mothers, baby elephants wouldn’t learn how to be mothers themselves.  
Here’s the example of a chart to fill in on the third reading of the text.  The students could have a copy as well as having an anchor chart up in the classroom.  
	Focusing Question:  How does the mother elephant help her baby survive? 
Use evidence from the text, the illustrations, and the text features to fill in the chart below and write your paragraph. 

	What does mother elephant do for her baby?
	How does this help the baby survive? 

	1.
On page 5, what is the mother elephant doing in the illustration?  How does that help the baby survive?
	1.
The mother stands over the new baby.  This helps protect the baby. 

	2.
On page 6, what do the elephants do for the baby?  How does that help it survive?
	The mother elephants are putting their trunks under the baby.  This helps the baby stand up.  The baby would not survive laying on the ground.  The baby has to walk with the other elephants.

	3.
On page 7, what does mother elephant do?  What do the words say on this page, and what do you see in the picture?  How does that help the baby survive?
	3.
The mother elephant stands still so the baby can drink her milk.  This helps the baby survive because young elephants grow quickly, and need food to eat.

	4.
On pages 8 and 9, what does the herd do?  Reread the words on the page.  How does this help the baby survive?
	4.
The herd waits for the baby to be able to walk.  This helps the baby survive because the baby needs to be strong enough to keep up with the herd.  The baby needs to stay with the herd.  If it was alone, it would not survive.

	5.
 Reread page 10.  What does the mother elephant do?  How does this help the baby survive?  
	5.
Mother elephant keeps her baby close on the walk to find food.  The baby walks in the back and/or at her side.  This helps the baby survive because she is protecting the baby.

	6.
Reread pages 12 and 13 and look at the illustrations.  What do the elephants do?  How does that help the baby elephants survive?
	6.
The elephants lead the herd to water so the elephants can drink.  The baby elephants learn to drink the water.  They watch the older elephants.  The baby learns to drink water on their own.

	7.
Reread the caption on page 14.  What does the mother elephant do to help her baby survive?
	7.
The mother elephant nurses the baby for two years.  Even though the baby is eating like the older elephants, the mother still feeds the baby to help it get stronger and bigger.

	8.
Reread page 16.  What did the mother elephant do after four years?  How does that help the baby survive?
	8.
Mother elephant waited a long time to have another baby.  This helped the first baby grow bigger so she could take care of a new baby.  

	9.  Reread page 20 and the caption on page 21.  How did the calf (now a mother) know how to take care of her new baby?  


	9.  The baby elephant learned how to be a good mother from her mother.  Now the new mother will help her own baby survive and grow up just like her mother taught her.  

	So what did we learn about how the mothers help the babies survive?  Why is that important?
Mothers protect their babies and provide basic needs. They teach their babies where to find water, they show them how to eat, and stay with them in the herd. This is important because if they didn’t protect their babies and teach them how to survive, they would become extinct. They want to continue to grow their families.


Blank Copy of chart for Students to fill in
	Focusing Question:  How does the mother elephant help her baby survive? 
Use evidence from the text, the illustrations, and the text features to fill in the chart below and write your paragraph. 

	What does mother elephant do for her baby?
	How does this help the baby survive? 

	1.
On page 5, what is the mother elephant doing in the illustration?  How does that help the baby survive?
	


	2.
On page 6, what do the elephants do for the baby?  How does that help it survive?
	


	3.
On page 7, what does mother elephant do?  What do the words say on this page, and what do you see in the picture?  How does that help the baby survive?
	


	
4.
On pages 8 and 9, what does the herd do?  Reread the words on the page.  How does this help the baby survive?
	

	5.
 Reread page 10.  What does the mother elephant do?  How does this help the baby survive?  
	

	6.
Reread pages 12 and 13 and look at the illustrations.  What do the elephants do?  How does that help the baby elephants survive?
	

	7.
Reread the caption on page 14.  What does the mother elephant do to help her baby survive?
	

	8.
Reread page 16.  What did the mother elephant do after four years?  How does that help the baby survive?
	

	9.  Reread page 20 and the caption on page 21.  How did the calf (now a mother) know how to take care of her new baby?  


	


	So what did we learn about how the mothers help the babies survive?  Why is that important?



Vocabulary
	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/
processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students.) 
	These words merit more time and attention
(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 
of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	Cow p.5 Female Elephant
Herd p. 9 Family of elephants
Calf p. 4 Baby Elephant
Bull p.21 Male Elephant
Tusk p. 15 The elephant's teeth
Weapons p. 17 Tool used for protection
These words are defined in the glossary of the book
	Ripping p.17 to tear apart
Prefer p. 15 Likes something better




Extension learning activities for this book and other useful resources

· Students can learn more about African elephants at the website: http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/african-elephant/ 
· Students can look up other animals that live in Africa and compare them to the animals that live here or in other countries. One book that would be a great connection is Mammals Around the World by Julie Haydon (African Elephants are listed as one of Africa’s animals)
· Students can compare/contrast Asian elephants to African elephants using a Venn diagram. 
What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?
1. Quantitative Measure
Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 
The Lexile Level for the book is NC700L.
2. Qualitative Features
Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 
	
Meaning/Purpose: (somewhat complex)
This is an informational text about how an African Elephant grows up under the hot sun. To get to the theme of the story students have to dig deeper because it is not explicitly stated. Students will analyze the text, and use the text features to understand the life cycle of an elephant.  
	Structure: (somewhat complex)
This nonfiction book includes text features like pictures, captions, diagrams, map, glossary and index to help readers comprehend the text. The pictures add more meaning to the text, so students need to study the pictures as well. Most of the text features are straightforward and support students’ comprehension. Many times the inserted captions are random facts about elephants and don’t match the information on the page.  They function less as captions and more as interesting facts.  If text features have not been covered in lessons, this would be a good book to do a mini-lesson on. 

	Language: not complex
This book is written with good sentence variety and mostly vocabulary that students should understand. There are a few vocabulary words and multiple meaning words that may need some clarity but students should be able to master them quickly.
	Knowledge Demands: not complex
This book has a single theme and perspective and should be easy for students to follow. Students are familiar with life cycles and seasons. They should be able to understand the life cycle of the elephant and the conditions of the land during the dry season.



*For more information on the qualitative dimensions of text complexity, visit http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf
3. Reader and Task Considerations
What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?
Finding evidence in the text, and all parts of the text to answer a complex question can be difficult. Students will be challenged in using the text and the features to infer how the mother elephant is a good mother. To support them, I would have anchor charts of defining text feature and explaining how they help readers understand the text. As you come across the text features in the book, I would talk about them and add a sticky note that labels and explains the text feature. (For example the various illustrations, the captions or insert on each page, the diagram on p. 22, the map and glossary on p. 23). I would model how to use the text as evidence to show how the mother elephant is a good mother. I would use the anchor chart included in the lesson plan to support students as they dig into the text.


How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?
Students will be able to make connections to other life cycles, good parenting and Africa. 
4. Grade level 
What grade does this book best belong in? 2nd 
All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was published in March 2018. Over time, the organizations that manage that external content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net.
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