
 

 

Why the 
Common Core? 

 

Reflecting on Actions to Implement the Common Core State Standards for Math  
 In developing action plans and metrics for implementing the Common Core State Standards, this framework can help guide the work of determining 
powerful first steps.   

 
What it looks like/ 

sounds like when it is 
happening 

Challenges to getting 
our school there 

Opportunities we have 
that lay a good 

foundation  

Early action –  
steps we can take  right 

away 

1. Focus strongly where 
the standards focus. 

    

2. Coherence: Think 
across grades, and link 
to major topics  

    

3. Rigor: In major topics, 
pursue conceptual 
understanding,  
procedural skill and 
fluency, and 
application  
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