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Corrected Link
Oops! It seems there was a broken link in the previous version of the October Core
Advocates Newsletter. Please note the corrected link below (in the first story under
Resources) to read the Aligned blog post about supporting all students with complex
text. We apologize for the inconvenience!

October is here
Happy October to all of our Core Advocates! Did you know that more U.S. presidents
have been born in October than in any other month? As you are settling into October, we
hope you'll find enjoyable and helpful resources in this month's Core Advocate
Newsletter.

Jump to October 2016 Highlights

Assessment Items added to the Coherence Map

New York Standards Revision

#ObserveMe Challenge

Resources
Classroom Connections

Scaffolding instruction of Standards-
aligned complex text

One of the most frequently asked
questions asked of the SAP ELA team is,
"What can I do to support all of my
students with more complex text?" Check

out this Aligned blog post for some

http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=4ec6bb1ee5975776b3619f439&id=244bbc6caa&e=[UNIQID]
http://achievethecore.org/aligned/supporting-all-learners-with-complex-texts/


out this Aligned blog post for some
guidance and illustrations of helpful
teacher moves. The few mentioned are
just part of a more comprehensive list,
linked in the post, and grouped into
before, during and after reading
supports. Enjoy!

Research Packs

Check out the newest ELA lessons on Achieve the Core -- the Research Packs. For K-5,
the packs are designed to support students and teachers in research skills and writing to
inform or explain. Each pack includes teacher directions, centered on high-quality
informational text, along with student-facing organizers. Each topic pack is designed to
illustrate the guided release of responsibility students need to independently research
and write to meet Writing Standards 2, 7, and 8.

Assessment items added to the Coherence Map

We're piloting the inclusion of PARCC and SBAC released items in the Coherence Map,
and we'd like your feedback! Some standards now include assessment items that reflect
that standard. Take a moment to check out the standards in your grade and let us know
if you find the assessment items helpful and if you'd like to see more of them. Email
info@studentsachieve.net with your feedback.

Your Own Learning
Webinars

November Webinar

On Wednesday, November 2, Student Achievement Partners will proudly present the Core
Advocate Webinar Series: Connecting the Criteria for High-Quality Assessments to
Standards- and Shifts- Aligned Instruction from 7:00 - 8:00 pm EDT. Register here and
be sure to share the link with your colleagues. We encourage you to collaborate with

colleagues by attending with a team from your school or district. We look forward to

http://achievethecore.org/aligned/supporting-all-learners-with-complex-texts/
http://achievethecore.org/
http://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=1192&sort=name
mailto:info@studentsachieve.net?subject=Feedback%20on%20the%20PARCC%20and%20SBAC%20items%20in%20the%20Coherence%20Map
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7088872896677305858


colleagues by attending with a team from your school or district. We look forward to
learning with you!

In the News

Student Growth in Smarter Balanced States

Recently released assessment results show that most students in states utilizing the
Smarter Balanced assessment showed solid growth from 2015 to 2016. At the same
time, a public opinion poll conducted by Education Next indicates that parents support
high-quality assessment that accurately measure their children's learning.

New York Standards Revision Open for Public Comment

New York Educators: New York State has recently revised its education standards and
they are currently open for public comment through November 4, 2016. One particular
set of changes to the ELA/Literacy Standards threatens to undermine the high
expectations embodied by the Standards. Text complexity – which underlies all the
Standards – has a severely diminished role in the revised Standards. Under Common
Core, text complexity had its own section and its own standards. Under the revision, the
text complexity standards (Standard 10 in each grade) have been removed and
references to text complexity have been limited, watered down, or eliminated

completely. We urge you to take a few short minutes to weigh in during the public

Register

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/six-states-reported-smarter-balanced-scores/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://educationnext.org/2016-ednext-poll-interactive/
http://educationnext.org/2016-ednext-poll-interactive/
http://educationnext.org/
http://bit.ly/2cNuPCm
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7088872896677305858


completely. We urge you to take a few short minutes to weigh in during the public
comment period and explain why you oppose these changes and the lowering of
expectations for New York students. Visit Achieve the Core for our complete guidance as
well as suggested talking points.

Bulletin Board

Get Involved

Improve your instructional practice by accepting the #ObserveMe challenge! Teachers
around the country have been using this challenge to encourage their colleagues to visit
their classrooms, observe their instruction, and provide feedback focusing on their
personal learning and teaching goals. Join in by creating an inviting sign for your
classroom door that includes some of your goals for improving instructional practice.
Use the Coaching Tool to focus your observations on the Shifts, and try some of the
Beyond the Lesson discussion questions to facilitate conversation with actionable
feedback. Make sure you share your sign on Facebook and Twitter with the #ObserveMe
hashtag to encourage other educators to start observing and getting feedback! Read the
blog post that started it all here.

Are you interested in participating in the #ObserveMe challenge?
I’m willing to tweet/share a Facebook post about it
I’m willing to hang a sign on my classroom door
I’m willing to observe colleagues who post signs
I’m willing to organize a group of colleagues (PLC, grade band teachers, content teams,
etc.) to participate
I’m not interested in the #ObserveMe challenge
 

Elementary Math Specialist Support

The ems & tl Project addresses issues related to and in support of elementary
mathematics specialists (EMS). The project also provides opportunities for the continuing
professional development and mentoring of regionally-based mathematics teacher-
leaders and elementary school mathematics specialists.
 

Upcoming Events

October 22-23
New York Core Advocate Catalysts
Meeting
Albany, NY

November 5-6
Leading the Core Principals' Convening
Chicago, IL

January 7-8
Connecticut Core Advocate Catalysts

Meeting

http://www.nysed.gov/draft-standards-english-language-arts
http://achievethecore.org/page/2914/ny-state-ela-literacy-standards-public-comment?utm_source=NY%20ELA%20Standards%20Revision_atc_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NY%20Call%20to%20Action
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23observeme&src=typd
http://achievethecore.org/page/1119/coaching-tool
http://achievethecore.org/page/2790/beyond-the-lesson
http://robertkaplinsky.com/observeme/
http://www.mathspecialists.org/


Meeting
Location TBD

We're on Facebook

Achieve the Core is now on Facebook! Like our page and invite your friends and
colleagues to do the same. Use our page to share your Instructional Advocacy stories
and photos, and check in regularly for Standards-aligned classroom resources, videos,
research, and teacher and staff biographies. 

Showcasing Our Network
Question of the Month

October's Question

How do your students inspire you?

Last Month's Question -- OOPS!

In September we asked, "What is your goal for the new school year?" Unfortunately, the
link to submit your response was broken. Please share your goals with us again, for a
second chance at a $25 Amazon gift card!

Showcasing Instructional Advocacy

Submit for a chance to win a $25 Amazon gift card

Submit for a chance to win a $25 Amazon gift card

http://achievethecore.org/
mailto:jfunderburk@studentsachieve.net?subject=October%20Newsletter%20Question%20of%20the%20Month%20Response
mailto:jfunderburk@studentsachieve.net?subject=September%20Newsletter%20Question%20of%20the%20Month%20Response&body=My%20goal%20for%20the%20new%20school%20year%20is%3A


New Jersey State Campaigns Launched

On September 17-18, over 100 New
Jersey educators attended the NJ
Standards Advocates Catalysts Meeting in
Princeton, NJ. This engaged group
explored the Shifts in math and ELA
breakout rooms, and learned about the
state campaigns, focused on complex
text in ELA and coherence in math. The
NJ leadership team did a great job
designing and delivering this important
learning and look forward to the great
work of the newest NJ Standards
Advocates!

Speaking Up

New Jersey Core Advocate Dina O'Brien blogged about her experience during the NJ
Catalysts Meeting on September 17-18. Read Dina's account of the weekend here.

 

Sharing the Learning

Florida CoreAdvocate Sandra Davis
recently conducted two ½ day
Professional Development Sessions for
Brevard Public Schools in Brevard County
Florida during their district-wide
Professional Development Day on
September 19th. And fellow Florida
Standards Advocate Rita Hayes (pictured
right) conducted the first Brevard Public
Schools Math Coaches Institute of the
school year. The focus was the
Instructional Practice Guide Coaching
tool. "It went extremely well with
insightful discussions and 'aha'
moments." Thanks for sharing the
learning, ladies!

Social Media Spotlight

Share what you're doing

http://%20http//dinaobrien.blogspot.com/2016/09/the-core-of-my-weekend.html
http://achievethecore.org/page/1119/coaching-tool
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe80Oj2ydF_U9Ep4MeBEMNiQtyADgLIer4YRitzDbk1-7zPMw/viewform


https://twitter.com/edtechgirl
https://twitter.com/H_Schwerin


https://twitter.com/MissKRTurner


https://www.facebook.com/AchievetheCore/?fref=ts
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