Livingston Parish
The Mysterious Tadpole
Recommended for Grade 1

Title/Author:  The Mysterious Tadpole by Steven Kellogg (2002 edition)
Suggested Time to Spend: 5 Days
  Recommendation: at least 20 minutes per day
Common Core grade-level ELA/Literacy Standards: RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.7, RL.1.10; W.1.2, W.1.8; SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.4; L.1.1, L.1.2, L.1.4
Lesson Objective: Students will listen to a literary text read aloud and use literacy skills (reading, writing, discussion and listening) to understand the central message of the text. 
Teacher Instructions
Before the Lesson

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis below.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description to help you prepare to teach the book and be clear about what you want your children to take away from the work. 

Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Question
How does Louis’ gift turn out differently than the way he expected? One key takeaway is that Louis receives a tadpole as a gift, but instead of developing into a frog it becomes an unusual animal. Louis’ pet continuously outgrows his container and does things an ordinary tadpole does not do. Louis wants to keep him as a pet, but has nowhere to keep him. The pet’s unique characteristics help to solve Louis’ problem. Not only does Louis’ gift turn out different as expected, but he also receives the gift of friendship. 
Synopsis

In this illustrated text, the main character, Louis, receives a special tadpole from his uncle. Louis and his classmates observe the tadpole as it develops into a frog. It soon becomes clear that his tadpole is no ordinary frog as it outgrows it containers. Louis has to figure out a way to keep this unusual pet because it keeps growing bigger and bigger. It also does other unusual things such as eating cheeseburgers, playing soccer, and excelling at obedience school. Louis decides to make the most of the situation and uses Alphonse to find treasure and help him solve his problem. The treasure is used to benefit the whole city. Although Louis’ gift proves to be no ordinary tadpole, it turns out to be something even better, as Alphonse and Louis develop a beautiful friendship.
2. Go to the last page of the lesson and review “What Makes this Read-Aloud Complex.” This was created for you as part of the lesson and will give you guidance about what the lesson writers saw as the sources of complexity or key access points for this book. You will of course evaluate text complexity with your own students in mind, and make adjustments to the lesson pacing and even the suggested activities and questions.
3. Read the entire book, adding your own insights to the understandings identified.  Also note the stopping points for the text-inspired questions and activities. Hint: you may want to copy the questions, vocabulary words and activities over onto sticky notes so they can be stuck to the right pages for each day’s questions and vocabulary work.
4. Consider pairing this series of lessons on The Mysterious Tadpole with a text set to increase student knowledge and familiarity with the topic. A custom text set can be found here. Note: This is particularly supportive of ELL students.
Note to teachers of English Language Learners (ELLs): Read Aloud Project Lessons are designed for children who cannot read yet for themselves. They are highly interactive and have many scaffolds built into the brief daily lessons to support reading comprehension. Because of this, they are filled with scaffolds that are appropriate for English Language Learners who, by definition, are developing language and learning to read (English). This read aloud text includes complex features which offer many opportunities for learning, but at the same time includes supports and structures to make the text accessible to even the youngest students.
This lesson includes features that align to best practices for supporting English Language Learners. Some of the supports you may see built into this, and /or other Read Aloud Project lessons, assist non-native speakers in the following ways: 

· These lessons include embedded vocabulary scaffolds that help students acquire new vocabulary in the context of reading. They feature multi-modal ways of learning new words, including prompts for where to use visual representations, the inclusion of student-friendly definitions, built-in opportunities to use newly acquired vocabulary through discussion or activities, and featured academic vocabulary for deeper study.

· These lessons also include embedded scaffolds to help students make meaning of the text itself. It calls out opportunities for paired or small group discussion, includes recommendations for ways in which visuals, videos, and/or graphic organizers could aid in understanding, provides a mix of questions (both factual and inferential) to guide students gradually toward deeper understanding, and offers recommendations for supplementary texts to build background knowledge supporting the content in the anchor text.

· These lessons feature embedded supports to aid students in developing their overall language and communication skills by featuring scaffolds such as sentence frames for discussion and written work (more guidance available here) as well as writing opportunities (and the inclusion of graphic organizers to scaffold the writing process). These supports help students develop and use newly acquired vocabulary and text-based content knowledge.

The Lesson – Questions, Activities, and Tasks
	Questions/Activities/Vocabulary/Tasks
	Expected Outcome or Response (for each)

	FIRST READING:
Read aloud the entire book with minimal interruptions. Stop to provide word meanings or clarify only when you know the majority of your students will be confused.

	The goal here is for students to enjoy the book, both writing and pictures, and to experience it as a whole. This will give them some context and sense of completion before they dive into examining the parts of the book more carefully.

	SECOND READING: 
Reread the entire book, stopping to ask the following questions and discuss vocabulary. Pause when appropriate for students to contribute to T-chart comparing Alphonse to an ordinary tadpole. Students should look and listen for clues that he was not “ordinary” using evidence from the text and prior content knowledge of frogs.

This reading may be split apart into separate lessons. 
The title of the book is The Mysterious Tadpole, why do you think the author called the tadpole mysterious? Have students go back and look at the illustrations at the beginning of the story (opening pages where Uncle McAllister finds the tadpole.)
p. 3 The text states “how quickly Alphonse grew.” How does this create a problem for Louis? How does Louis solve this problem? 
p. 5 Why did Louis’ mom say that Alphonse was “out of control”? Act out what you would look like if you were out of control. 
p. 6 Why did the other pet owners stare at Alphonse “suspiciously”? Have students mimic looking at someone suspiciously. Text illustrations can be used for support. 

p. 7 What do you think “retrieve” means? 
 
p. 8 Why were Louis’ parents “not pleased”? How does Louis attempt to solve this problem? Did the solution seem to satisfy his parents? 
p. 9 Why does Louis have to stop bringing Alphonse to school? What do you think “ordinary” means? 
p. 10 Why do Louis’ parents want him to take Alphonse to the zoo? What do you think Louis’ parents mean by “be sensible?” What solution does Louis think of once Alphonse outgrows the bathtub? Is this a realistic or sensible solution? 
p. 11 How does Louis solve his problem? 
p. 16  What do you think “bellowed” means? 
p.18 Why does the coach refer to Alphonse as “that creature?” 

Reread p. 19-24 before discussing the following:   

Review with students what the parents, teacher, and coach all told Louis. What does Ms. Seevers do that shows that she feels differently about Alphonse when compared with the other adults? Ms. Seevers refers to Alphonse as an “astounding” animal. What do you think “astounding” means?  How do Louis and Ms. Seevers decide to solve the problem? How does Alphonse become the solution to the problem? 
p. 30 Why do Louis’ parents look nervous? What might happen with the stone from Uncle McAllister based on how the situation with Alphonse turned out? 
p. 30 How is the ending similar to the beginning of the story? 
	See sample graphic organizer in Teacher Notes for possible responses. 

· the tadpole is very unusual, but it is a mystery, or unknown as to what it really is
· p. 3 Alphonse becomes too big for his jar. Louis solves this problem by moving him to the kitchen sink. 

· p. 5 Alphonse broke the lamp with a soccer ball. Students will use body movements and facial expressions to act “out of control.” 
· p. 6 The other pet owners find it unusual that a pet like Alphonse would be at obedience school. Students should mimic the looks of the characters on page 6. Suspiciously means questionable or unsure. 
· p. 7 Retrieve means to go get and bring back 

· p. 8 Alphonse outgrew the sink. Louis attempted to solve the problem by moving him to the bathtub. His parents do not look pleased with the solution. The illustrations show that the bathroom has several dirty plates from all of the cheeseburgers he has eaten.  Louis’ father complains that the shower is too crowded. 
· p. 9 Alphonse was not turning into an ordinary frog. Ordinary means normal, regular or plain

· p. 10 he has outgrown anything in their apartment, Louis’ parents want him to be sensible or realistic. Louis wants to build a swimming pool, but this is not sensible because it is too expensive. 
· p. 11 Louis took Alphonse to the swimming pool at the nearby high school. 
· p. 16 Students should infer from the text and illustrations that the coach bellowed means yelled or shouted
· p. 18 Louis says that he is “only a tadpole,” but it is obvious from the events so far that Alphonse is not a tadpole. 
· p. 19-24 The adults told Louis that Alphonse had to go. The teacher in contrast, agrees to help Louis. Students can infer this by the text and illustrations. Astounding means amazing or incredible. Students can infer this from the fact that Alphonse responds to the command and retrieves her purse. Also, her willingness to help Louis proves that she thinks he is astounding or incredible. Because of Alphonse’s unique capabilities, he is able to help solve the problem. Louis and Ms. Seevers decide to use Alphonse to retrieve a treasure chest so they can build a swimming pool. 
· p. 30 Students should infer that the stone or gift may be more than it appears. 
· p. 30 At the beginning of the story Alphonse receives a gift from Uncle McAllister. The story ends with him receiving a gift from Uncle McAllister. Tell students that this is an example of “Circle Back” story structure.

	THIRD READING:
Praise students on how carefully they have been reading the book and explain that today you will continue to explore The Mysterious Tadpole.  
Then, call on a few students to orally summarize the findings on the chart. 
What would have happened if Alphonse was an ordinary tadpole? 

How did Alphonse’s unique characteristics help Louis solve this problem at the end of the story? 
	· During this reading, use strategically placed pauses to encourage students to add clues to the notes chart. 

· If helpful, students can refer to class notes while summarizing the differences between Alphonse and an ordinary tadpole/frog. 
· If Alphonse was an ordinary tadpole, he would have developed into a frog. 

· Since Alphonse was not an ordinary tadpole, he was able to learn how to retrieve while at obedience school. He was able to retrieve the treasure chest so Louis could build him a swimming pool. This helped Louis solve the problem of having to get rid of Alphonse because he did not have anywhere to keep him. 

	FOURTH AND BEYOND:
Reread entire book.
Together, review the information on the class chart.

Complete writing/culminating activity. 
	


FINAL DAY WITH THE BOOK - Culminating Task
In the story, we find out that Alphonse is not an ordinary tadpole from Scotland. How were Alphonse’s differences (his unique characteristics) helpful in this story? 
Be sure to…
· Include a topic sentence
· Include at least 2 details from the story that proves Alphonse is not an ordinary tadpole

· Include a concluding sentence. 
Sample Answer: 


Louis receives a tadpole as a gift from his Uncle McAllister and names him Alphonse. Alphonse is not an ordinary tadpole and develops some unique characteristics. A regular tadpole would develop into a frog, but not Louis’ tadpole. He develops into an unusual animal. One of the unusual things about him is the way he outgrows all of his containers including the jar, sink, and bathtub. Another unusual thing is the way he plays a friendly game of soccer with Louis. An ordinary frog wouldn’t become friends and play soccer with a boy. Another unordinary thing is the way Alphonse attends obedience school and learns to retrieve. These are just some of the ways that Alphonse is not an ordinary tadpole. 

Alphonse’s differences prove to be helpful in the story. Since he is more than just an ordinary tadpole, he is able to form a friendship with Louis. Because of their friendship Louis wants to do whatever he can to keep Alphonse as a pet. Since Alphonse is able to retrieve he is able to help solve the problem. Alphonse retrieves a treasure chest. The treasure solves the problem because now they are able to   buy a swimming pool and keep Alphonse.  Although Louis’ gift does not turn into an ordinary tadpole, it turns out better as expected. Louis does not end up with a frog, but instead he ends up with a wonderful friend. 
Vocabulary

	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/

processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students ) 
	These words merit more time and attention

(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 

of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	Page 7:  retrieve – to go get and bring back

Page 16:  bellowed – yell or shout


	Page 6:  suspiciously – questionable, unsure
Page 9:  ordinary – normal, regular or plain

Page 10:  sensible - realistic

Page 19:  astounding – amazing or incredible


Extension learning activities for this book and other useful resources

· Have students create their own book about Louis and the stone that he received from Uncle McAllister. Use the last illustrations to make inferences about whether or not it is an ordinary stone. 
· Watch the Youtube video of the book Frogs by Gail Gibbons. This provides students with factual information about tadpoles and frogs to help them understand the premise of the story and develop their content knowledge. Note: This is particularly supportive of English Language Learners. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27wwLAaUw0Y
· Online book Something Froggy from Wired@School, The Franklin Institute http://learn.fi.edu/fellows/fellow9/jun99/
Note to Teacher
· This Mysterious Tadpole is not numbered so you will need to pre-number it before reading, starting with the first page of text. 

Below is a sample of a completed class chart of “public notes.” In this type of group note taking, the teacher helps the class to decide what to record. Notes may take the form of words, illustrations from the book, drawings, or any combination of the three. Notes may be paraphrased or quoted. Refer to your public notes often. 

	How is Alphonse different from an ordinary tadpole or frog? 

	Alphonse
	Ordinary Tadpole/Frog

	grew very quickly
outgrew his jar, the sink, and the bathtub
	grow and develop slowly

	Aplhonse only eats cheeseburgers
	Eat small plants, algae
when they turn into frogs, they eat insects and worms

	walked around, walked on a leash, played soccer
	on land, frogs hop and jump

	graduated from obedience school 
	do not attend school 

	retrieves 
	do not retrieve

	Additional Questions: 

So what would have happened in the story if Alphonse was ordinary? 
How were Alphonse’s differences (unique characteristics) helpful in the story?  Go back to the chart and think about how each characteristic was helpful in the story.  Which characteristics were helpful in solving the problem in the story?


What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?

1. Quantitative Measure

Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 
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2. Qualitative Features

Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 




*For more information on the qualitative dimensions of text complexity, visit http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf
3. Reader and Task Considerations

What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?

· The rich vocabulary will be challenging for some students. Support using repeated readings and questions to clarify word meanings. Students will need background on scientific knowledge, which can be provided with photos, videos, articles, as well as a companion text (FROGS by Gail Gibbons). 
How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?
· It will help students learn that an unexpected situation can sometimes turn out better than expected. 
4. Grade level 

What grade does this book best belong in? Grade 1 read-aloud 
All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was published in March 2018. Over time, the organizations that manage that external content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net.
Most of the texts that we read aloud in K-2 should be in the 2-3 or 4-5 band, more complex than the students can read themselves. 


2-3 band 	420-820L


4-5 band	740-1010L











____650____





Sometimes things do not turn out as expected.  


Louis receives a tadpole as a gift, but it does not develop into a tadpole. Louis is able to develop a friendship with his pet since this is more than an ordinary tadpole. Alphonse’s unique traits allow him to help solve the problem of him outgrowing his container. 





Narrative 


The story switches back and forth from dialogue to narrative, possibly confusing students. 


Story structure- students need to identify characters, setting, plot, events 


Circle back structure-the story ends in the same manner as it began. 








Sentence structure is complex. 


“As summer vacation passed, Louis  became more and more worried about what would happen to Alphonse when the high school kids returned. “  


Challenging vocabulary (see vocabulary section)











Students need background on development of a tadpole into a frog. Students may also need information about the Loch Ness monster. 


Provide background on the fantasy genre (plot could not happen in real life). 





Meaning/Purpose





Structure





Language





Knowledge Demands
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