
Math Journaling 

Math journals are helpful tools allowing students to record mathematical ideas and improve communication skills. They serve as a 

repository for task based lessons and key math knowledge learned.  Japanese classroom have been using this structure with success: 

 

 

A Table of Contents keeps track of the lesson titles and 

dates. Each task should include:  

★ Date 

★ Task (often pre-printed on label or paper to glue) 

★ What is Known 

★ What Needs to be Found 

★ Plan 

★ Worked out Strategy 

★ Other Shared Strategies 

★ Summary (key math knowledge) 

★ Reflection (new understanding, questions,  

             wonderings, connections, what’s still confusing, 

etc.) 

Graph composition notebooks provide students with an 

additional tool while recording information. Color also 

plays an important role. In these examples students’ own 

ideas are in pencil, classmates’ are in blue, and the final 

summary is in red.   ​Sample 4th & 5th grade journal 

pages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sample Math Journal Template 

 


