How to Babysit an Orangutan/Tara Darling and Kathy Darling/Created by West Virginia District

Unit 2/Week 5

Title: How to Babysit an Orangutan
Suggested Time:
 5 (45 minutes per day)
Common Core ELA Standards: RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.3; W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.9; SL.4.1; L.4.1, L.4.2

Teacher Instructions

Refer to the Introduction for further details.

Before Teaching

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big Ideas and Key Understandings

Orangutans are an endangered species and when baby orangs become orphaned, it’s vital to care for them and teach them how to survive in the wild.
Synopsis

In this nonfiction text, information is given about how orphaned orangutans are cared for and raised at Camp Leakey on the island of Borneo, including the skills the baby orangs need to eventually return to the rain forest and live as wild apes. Facts about how orangutans are orphaned, being endangered, their diet, behavior, and nesting habits are included. Also, there are details about how the caretakers or “babysitters” manage these loveable babies. 
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently. 
2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

	1. Reread page 256. What kind of orphanage is Camp Leakey? 
	Camp Leakey is an orphanage for baby orangutans.

	2. What does it mean on page 257, that babysitting an orangutan is not a “forever” job? What is the babysitter’s job?   About how long is the job?  
	 It is not a “forever” job because the caregivers are teaching the orphaned orangutans the skills they need to grow up and survive alone in the jungle. So, when the orangutans are seven or eight years old, they leave the orphanage and are released into the rain forest to live as a wild ape.

	3.   Orangutans are an endangered species.  Endangered means that they are at risk of being extinct or no longer existing on the planet.  Reread page 258.  How is being “cute, cuddly, and especially loving” contributing to orangutans being endangered? How many orangutans are left and where do they live?

	A lot of people think orangutans would make good pets, because they are cute, cuddly and loving.  So animal dealers take the babies and smuggle them out of the country in order to sell them. Mother orangutans will not give up their babies without a fight and they are usually killed by the baby snatchers. For every baby that reaches a circus, private zoo, or movie trainer, eight orangutans do not survive the trip. Borneo and Sumatra are the only places the remaining 5,000 wild orangutans live.

	4. On pages 259-260, the author describes the orangutans’ diet or what the babies eat and drink.  How do the babysitters give the orangutans at the orphanage the same diet as wild orangutans? 
	 Wild orangutan mothers nurse their babies for five or six years.  So, if babies under this age come to camp, they are given milk. Infants drink from bottles, three and four-year-olds from cups, and five and six-year olds from buckets. Powdered cow’s milk is made up twice daily for this.  The babies depend on the caregivers for most of their food and the orangutans are given the same food they would eat in the wild. Fruit is the main part of an orangutan’s diet, but they also dine on nuts, flowers, leaves, and many plants that grow in the jungle.  They are also given termites and ants to eat as those are regularly eaten by wild orangutans.   

	5.  How do orangutans feel about getting wet?  How do orangutans behave in the wild and at the orphanage that supports your answer? (Pgs. 261 and 264)
	Orangutans don’t like to get wet.  In a heavy rain, wild orangutans often hold leaf umbrellas over their heads. Only orangs build roofs over their tree nests to keep out the rain.  At the orphanage, there is a lot of screaming and biting during the bath, because the babies don’t like the water.

	6.  What do orangutans almost always do while playing, that babysitters must be careful about? (Pg. 262) 
	Orangutan games almost always include biting.  Not only do the apes nip each other as they play, but they will bite the babysitter if they can.

	7. The author describes orangutans’ facial expressions on page 262. How do orangutans’ facial expressions change to communicate   being playful versus showing displeasure with the orang is angry?   Why must a babysitter be able to read the facial expressions of an orangutan?  What does the author mean by “you will surely feel those teeth”?
	A playful orangutan shows its bottom teeth.  Angry orangutans stick out their lips and make kissing noises to show their displeasure. It is important that the sitters know what the orangs are feeling and communicating, especially when the orangs are angry.  An angry orang may be mistaken for a grinning, happy orang, because the angry orang will show both sets of teeth. The author means the orang will bite.

	8. How do the orphaned orangs behave toward each other? How do the orphans make up for being alone and without family?  (Pg. 262)


	Orangs are very playful and form groups with three or four members.  The group will do everything together.  The author states the orphans are lonesome, so they adopt each other to form a family with the members of their group. Their group becomes their family.

	9. Coordination involves balance of the body and being able to move the body parts skillfully. Why is coordination important to orangutans? How are the orphaned orangs treated because of this? What is special about an orang’s wrist that helps him with coordination? Go back and reread on page 256 and find where Camp Leakey is located. Why would the camp location be important for orang coordination? (Pg. 263)
	Orangutans belong in the trees.  They live in the rain forest canopy, so orangs must be coordinated moving among the trees.  Every day, the orphans are taken to the forest so they can build muscles, practice balancing, and get the judgment and coordination necessary for life in the rain forest canopy. An orang’s wrist allows the orang to turn or swivel around without changing his grip.  Camp Leakey is located the middle of a rain forest, so it is the ideal place to raise orphaned orangs and have them practice living and moving in the trees.

	10. Reread page 264.  Where do wild orangs sleep and how do they build their beds? How are orangutan beds different from other apes’ beds? Why do baby orangs sleep with their mothers in the wild? How are the orphans taught to make their beds?
	Orangs sleep in the tree nests that they build every night. Every night they make a new nest from leaves and branches.  It takes about five or ten minutes to build one. Orangs build a roof to keep out the rain; other apes do not.  It is too dangerous for babies to sleep alone; there are some big snakes that could kill a baby orang. The babysitters cannot climb up the trees and show the babies how to build a tree nest.  The best they can do is let the babies practice on the ground.

	11. Who are the best role models and teachers for baby orangutans? Why are they important?  (Pg. 265)
	The orangutans that grew up at Camp Leakey live nearby and come often to visit. Some come with babies of their own.  They are wonderful role models.  Adult orangutans can teach the orphans things that human babysitters can’t.

	12. Reread the last three sentences of the story on page 265. What is the goal of the “baby sitters” at the orphanage at Camp Leakey? Have they been successful? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.
	The goal of the baby sitters at Camp Leakey is to help the orphaned orangs survive, learn to take care of themselves, and return to the wild.  They have been successful with more than 100 orphans returning to the wild.


Vocabulary
	
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING

	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 

General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction 

	TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 

not enough contextual clues provided in the text
	page 258 - endangered, smuggled

page 261 - jealous 

page 263 - coordination 


	page 257 - starvation 

page 258 - snatches, qualities, especially

page 259 - wise guy

page 260 - termites 

page 263 - charges, judgment

page 263 - canopy 



	STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING

sufficient context clues are provided in the text


	page 256 - orphanage (orphans)

page 259 - nurse 

page 261 - orangs

page 262 - displeasure, facial (expressions), adopt, lonesome, nip

page 263-ease, swivel

	page 258 - adorable 
page 260 - encourage 

page 261 - downpour
page 262 - medicine baths 
page 263 - required, lure 

page 265 - role models, ex-captives




Culminating Task
· Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write: 

Choose one photograph from the story that best shows the main idea.   Write a paragraph about the main idea, and include details about the photograph to support your answer.   Be sure to introduce your topic clearly, include at least four details from the text about the main idea, and provide a concluding statement. 
Answer:

At Camp Leakey, which is located in the middle of a rain forest on the island of Borneo, orphaned orangutans are babysat by humans and taken care of until they are able to survive on their own.   The photograph on page 263 has a caption that says, “Tara is teaching Nanang to feel at home in the trees”.  It shows Tara giving a baby orang help as he hangs on to a tree branch. This photo is a great way to see how the humans at Camp Leakey help the orangutans.  I think the photo best represents the idea that orangutans are an endangered species and when baby orangs become orphaned, it’s vital to care for them and teach them how to survive in the wild.  The photo shows the babysitter, Tara, helping the baby orang learn how to feel at home in the trees.  It is the best one to show how they work on survival skills so they can return to the wild someday.
Additional Tasks
· Have the students locate the island of Borneo on a map and examine where it is in comparison to where the students live.

· Have students complete the following writing prompt: After reading this informational text, would you like to babysit an orangutan? Why or Why not?  Support your answer with evidence from the text.

· Have the students read the Orangutan Facts on page 266, research orangutans on the following sites, and write down 3 more informational facts that they didn’t already know:

www.enchantedlearning.com/subject/apes/orangutan/
http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/orangutan.html
http://www.pbs.org/edens/borneo/
· Using a Venn diagram, compare and contrast the differences and similarities between baby orangutans and human babies.  Use your findings to write a paragraph on the similarities (3-5 details) and a paragraph on the differences (3-5) details. Each paragraph should be 3 to 5 sentences long.

Answers: 

Similarities: They both need milk to drink. They both need help learning to survive on their own. They both are playful.

Differences: Human Babies wear diapers, cannot walk right away, and do not have a mouth full of teeth. Orangutan babies do not like water, they build nests, and they can hang on to tree branches.

Note to Teacher
· If you go to this site, you will have a multitude of Venn diagram templates to choose from:

http://www.google.com/search?q=venn+diagram+template&hl=en&prmd=imvns&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=3d55UO3UBue80QH9-YGgBw&ved=0CCYQsAQ&biw=1280&bih=717
