
Mr. Popper’s Penguins
Recommended for Grade 2


 Title/Author:  Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater 
Suggested Time to Spend:  4-5 Weeks
(Recommendation: one session per day, at least 20 minutes per day)

Common Core grade-level ELA/Literacy Standards: RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.6, RL.2.7, RL.2.10; W.2.2, W.2.8; SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.4, SL2.5, SL.2.6; L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.4, L.2.5, L2.6

Teacher Instructions

Before the Lesson

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis below.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description to help you prepare to teach the book and be clear about what you want your children to take away from the work. 

Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Question

The primary purpose of this book is entertainment and there are no heavy underlying layers of meaning.  The lighter theme to explore is to keep your dreams alive because anything can happen regardless of your age.  Mr. Popper is a dreamer who uses his curiosity and imagination to respond to the events of ordinary daily life as well as more challenging decisions he is required to make.   He is continuously seeking to “broaden” his knowledge and experience.

Synopsis

Mr. Popper, a seasonal house painter in the small town of Stillwater, dreams of expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic.  He loves learning about penguins most of all.  In response to a letter Mr. Popper wrote to Admiral Drake, Mr. Popper is surprised when he receives a real, live penguin from the Antarctic and he names the penguin Captain Cook.  The family soon becomes attached to the charming Captain Cook and they go out of their way to make him comfortable in their home.  When Captain Cook becomes ill, a curator from a  large aquarium suggests that Captain Cook is lonely and sends another penguin, Greta, to join the Popper household.  Before long there are a dozen penguins living in the household and the cellar is turned into a penguin wonderland--complete with an ice castle, skating rink and diving pool.  When faced with money worries, Mr. Popper decides to train the penguins to perform, secures an agent, and takes the penguins and the family on the road to theaters across the country. Finally, Mr. Popper is faced with the decision of allowing the penguins to be in movies in Hollywood or sending them to the Arctic to form a penguin colony.

2. Go to the last page of the lesson and review “What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex.” This was created for you as part of the lesson and will give you guidance about what the lesson writers saw as the sources of complexity or key access points for this book. You will of course evaluate text complexity with your own students in mind, and make adjustments to the lesson pacing and even the suggested activities and questions.
3. Read the entire book, adding your own insights to the understandings identified.  Also note the stopping points for the text-inspired questions and activities. Hint: you may want to copy the questions vocabulary words and activities over onto sticky notes so they can be stuck to the right pages for each chapter’s questions and vocabulary work.  In addition prepare any other materials (e.g.:  handouts, chart paper, markers) necessary for activities and tasks also related to each chapter.

4. Consider pairing this series of lessons on Mr. Popper’s Penguines with a text set to increase student knowledge and familiarity with the topic. A custom text set can be found here. Note: This is particularly supportive of ELL students.
Note to teachers of English Language Learners (ELLs): Read Aloud Project Lessons are designed for children who cannot read yet for themselves. They are highly interactive and have many scaffolds built into the brief daily lessons to support reading comprehension. Because of this, they are filled with scaffolds that are appropriate for English Language Learners who, by definition, are developing language and learning to read (English). This read aloud text includes complex features which offer many opportunities for learning, but at the same time includes supports and structures to make the text accessible to even the youngest students.
This lesson includes features that align to best practices for supporting English Language Learners. Some of the supports you may see built into this, and /or other Read Aloud Project lessons, assist non-native speakers in the following ways: 

· These lessons include embedded vocabulary scaffolds that help students acquire new vocabulary in the context of reading. They feature multi-modal ways of learning new words, including prompts for where to use visual representations, the inclusion of student-friendly definitions, built-in opportunities to use newly acquired vocabulary through discussion or activities, and featured academic vocabulary for deeper study.

· These lessons also include embedded scaffolds to help students make meaning of the text itself. It calls out opportunities for paired or small group discussion, includes recommendations for ways in which visuals, videos, and/or graphic organizers could aid in understanding, provides a mix of questions (both factual and inferential) to guide students gradually toward deeper understanding, and offers recommendations for supplementary texts to build background knowledge supporting the content in the anchor text.

· These lessons feature embedded supports to aid students in developing their overall language and communication skills by featuring scaffolds such as sentence frames for discussion and written work (more guidance available here) as well as writing opportunities (and the inclusion of graphic organizers to scaffold the writing process). These supports help students develop and use newly acquired vocabulary and text-based content knowledge.

Chapter Guide – Questions, Activities, Vocabulary, and Tasks

	Questions/Activities/Vocabulary/Tasks
	Expected Outcome or Response (for each)

	CHAPTER 1:  “Stillwater”

How do the authors describe Mr. Popper? 

Generate a chart with two columns:  Column 1—“How do the Authors Describe Mr. Popper?”  Column 2—“Evidence from the Text”

Based on what you know about Mr. Popper from Chapter 1, do you think Mr. Popper will ever join a Polar expedition?  Why or why not?  

Record student predictions with evidence so you can revisit with students after they finish hearing the story.

Display this quotation from Chapter 1 and read chorally with the students.  Ask students to identify the person speaking and explain the meaning of the quotation:  “But what worries me is the money.  I have saved a little, and I daresay we can get along as we have other winters.”

How does the illustration on page 4 add to your understanding of the main character?  How does it add humor to the words in Chapter 1?


	How do the Authors Describe Mr. Popper

Evidence from the Text

1. A dreamer/absent minded

He forgot what he was doing and painted  three sides of a kitchen green and the other side yellow because he was dreaming of faraway places.  (pg. 5)

2. Obsessed with Antarctica

When a Polar movie was in town, he was the first in line to buy a ticket and often sat through the shows three times.  He read about the Polar regions and found exact locations on his globe.  (pgs. 6-7)

Possible Predictions

Students might suggest things from Chapter 1 such as Mr. Popper’s age, family responsibility, current job, and lack of training to be a scientist as obstacles to joining a Polar expedition.  On the other hand, students may use the sentence from pg. 5 as evidence to support the possibility of this happening:  “. . .and no one guessed that he would one day be the most famous person in Stillwater.”  

Mrs. Popper is making the statement to Mr. Popper.  He is a seasonal worker which means he does not work during the cold months of winter and he does not earn money since he is not painting for other people.  Mrs. Popper manages the family money.  It is her responsibility to save money during the months that Mr. Popper is working so that the family can buy food and other necessary things during winter months.  The family has learned to live on their meager savings for the winter months for several years and Mrs. Popper thinks that the family will be able to buy food and other necessary things this winter, too. 

Note:  The word meager is not in the text, but this is a good context to use the word with students during discussion.   Definition of meager:  an amount that is too small and is much less than you need.

The illustration supports what we learn from the text about Mr. Popper’s age and occupation.  The haphazard  arrangement of his equipment and tools and his expression add humor to the text.  Definition of haphazard:  not organized 

	CHAPTER 2:  “The Voice in the Air”

A specific tool authors use to help readers think about what will happen later in the story is foreshadowing.  What did the authors do to make you think about what will happen in the next chapter?  What do you think the authors want the reader to think about?  What predictions do the authors want the reader to make?  What are the clues?

Activity:  Mr. and Mrs. Popper have differing opinions about whether a penguin would make a good pet.  You will work with a partner.  One of you will pretend to be Mr. Popper and tell why you think a penguin would make a good pet.  The other partner will pretend to be Mrs. Popper.   You will tell why you think a penguin would not make a good pet.  Both of you are trying to convince each other.  Try to use the reasons that Mr. and Mrs. Popper used in Chapter 2. 

If scaffolding is needed, reread the conversation between Mr. and Mrs. Popper before partners try to convince each other.  If time allows, you can ask a set of partners to reenact their conversation for the entire class.


	The authors wrote about Admiral Drake speaking to Mr. Popper on his radio broadcast from the Antarctic.  Admiral Drake thanked Mr. Popper for his letter and told Mr. Popper to watch for a surprise.  The authors want the reader to think about what the surprise might be and make predictions.  Clues provided in the text:  the surprise is not by letter;   Admiral Drake is on an expedition to the Antarctic so a logical prediction is that he is sending something to Mr. Popper from there.  When Mr. Popper wrote to Admiral Drake, he told him how funny he thought penguins were.  Penguins live in the Antarctic and the title of the book is Mr. Popper’s Penguins.

Mr. Popper—I think a penguin would be very nice to have as a pet.  Penguins are the funniest birds in the world.  They walk like little men instead of flying.  They slide on their stomachs.  They are also very intelligent.  When a group of penguins plan to dive into the sea, they don’t just dive in because a sea leopard might be waiting to eat them. So they crowd and push until one penguin falls into the water to see if it is safe for all of them.

Mrs. Popper--Penguins seen like heathen birds because they push and shove each other into the water.   I don’t want to have any pets in the house because they make too much dirt in the house and I already have enough work to do keeping the house tidy.  Besides, it costs money to feed a pet and you are not working during the winter.  We already have a goldfish and we don’t need another pet!

	CHAPTER 3:  “Out of the Antarctic”

Display the first sentence from Chapter 3:  “What with the excitement of having the great Admiral Drake speak to him over the radio, and his curiosity about the Admiral’s message to him, Mr. Popper did not sleep very well that night.”  Chorally read the sentence with the students.  

Why does feeling excited and being curious make it hard for Mr. Popper to sleep well?

The words curious and inquisitive are used to describe the penguin in Chapter 3.   What specific things did the penguin do to demonstrate these qualities?  Do these adjectives have the same meaning?
Note:  You may need to reread the four paragraphs on pgs. 18-19 to help students connect  the specific examples in the text with the words.

Display the words curious and curiosity:   We  examined the definition of curious:  wanting to know or learn more about something.  How can we use the meaning of the root word curious to determine the meaning of the word curiosity?

Ask students to identify the parts of speech for each word.  Model using the two words in sentences and ask students to use the words in different sentences.

Display the illustration following pg. 18.  Turn to your partner.  Partner A will explain what is happening in the illustration.  Use the words packing debris when you are explaining.  Partner B will explain why you think the illustration is humorous.
	Mr. Popper can’t stop thinking about what he heard on the radio.  He is excited that Admiral Drake spoke personally to him on the radio.  He is curious about what Admiral Drake is sending him.

Curious :  The penguin examined Mr. Popper and inspected the house

Inquisitive:  The penguin kept pecking the faucet to see how it worked

Note:  This is a good time to discuss word relationships and shades of meaning.  Display a student friendly definition of “curious” and “inquisitive” and discuss similarity and shades of differences.  Examples of definitions from Longman Advanced American Dictionary:  curious:  wanting to know or learn about something; Inquisitive:  Interested in a lot of different things and wanting to find out more about them

Curiosity has a meaning related to curious because it is derived from that root word curious.  Curiosity means the desire to learn about something or to know something

Curious is used as a describing word and curiosity is used as a noun in sentences.   Examples of sentences from Chapter 3:  Mr. Popper had read that penguins are extremely curious.  (pg. 18)  Mr. Popper’s curiosity kept him from sleeping well.  (Paraphrased from first sentence in chapter)

The penguin is holding out his flippers and jumping over the packing debris (text, pg. 18). 

Ideas of how the illustration is humorous:  Mr. Popper is dropping the screwdriver because he is so surprised;   The penguin’s posture looks funny in midair.

	Chapter 4:  “Captain Cook” 

In Chapter 2, Mrs. Popper said she didn’t think a penguin would make a good pet.  What things does she say and do in Chapter 4  to show that she might be changing her mind about having Captain Cook as a pet?  

Make a list on the board or chart paper.

Why does Captain Cook sleep in the refrigerator?

Why is Captain Cook a good name for the penguin?

Display the words pompous and pompously.    The word pompous means trying to make people think that you are important.  How does that help us determine the meaning of pompously?  

Show a picture of a black tuxedo jacket with long tails.  Explain that men wear tuxedos on formal occasions such as weddings and some of the jackets have long tails.  What connections can you make between a tuxedo and the color pattern of Captain Cook’s body?  Display the illustration of Captain Cook at the beginning of Chapter 4 (pg. 22).

What connection can you make between the meaning of the word pompously used to describe Captain Cook’s behavior and the color pattern of his body?  Paraphrase the sentence:  “. . .his black tailcoat dragging pompously behind his little pinkish feet. . .” (pgs. 23-24)

Display the illustration following pg. 26.  How does this illustration support the words in the text?

Kinesthetic Activity:  Act out the words:   strutting, marching, tobogganing, parading (Chapter 3)  pompously, flapping, inspecting, standing erect, glaring, waddled, squatting (Chapter 4)

After acting out each word, a student could also tell a sentence using the word from the context of the story.
	List of Things Mrs. Popper Says and Does in Chapter 4

She smiled as they watched Captain Cook strut around the living room.  

“He certainly is cute,” she said. 

“I guess I’ll have to forgive him for biting my ankle.  “He’s a nice, clean looking bird.”  

“Maybe we can train him.”  

“He is so nice and clean that perhaps he will be a good example to you and the children.”

Captain Cook lived in Antarctica.  Antarctica is very cold and has lots of snow and ice.  Captain Cook’s body is adapted to feel comfortable in a cold environment.

Reasons Captain Cook is a Good Name

1.He was named after a famous explorer who sailed all over where no one had ever been before.  The penguin traveled to Stillwater where no penguin has ever been before.

2.The explorer made a lot of important discoveries.  The penguin is discovering things about his new surroundings.

3.The explorer was a brave man and kind leader.  The penguin is brave to come to this new place and seems to be kind.  He is curious and excited.  He shows how pleased he is with their kindness by making a special sound.

The root word is an adjective; the adverb made with –ly shows how something is done.  Doing something pompously means doing something in a way to make people think that your are important.

The color pattern on Captain Cook’s body looks similar to someone wearing a white shirt and a black jacket with long tails.

People wear tuxedos to very formal, important events.  The meaning of pompous is ”trying to make people think that you are important”.  So the two items are connected by the idea of being important.  Captain Cook’s color pattern looked like a black tuxedo with long tails was dragging behind his feet as he walked.   This made Captain Cook look like he was dressed for an important event.

Captain Cook is ”standing still between the dishes of food” on the table but he is not touching anything.  His beak is pointed at the ceiling to show how pleased he is with the Poppers’ kindness.



	Chapter 5:  “Troubles with a Penguin”

Why were Mr. Popper and the refrigerator service man arguing?

What causes so much confusion about the penguin in           Chapter 5?   

Use two-column chart to analyze cause-effect in Chapter 5 and add information to the chart in Chapter 6.

Display the illustration following pg. 36.   How does the    illustration support the words in the text and add humor?
	The service man didn’t understand why Mr. Popper wanted him to bore holes in the door of the icebox and put a handle on the inside of the door.  He kept looking at Mr. Popper like he didn’t trust him.  Mr. Popper did not want to explain about using the refrigerator for a penguin because he thought the repairman was being unsympathetic.    Unsympathetic—not kind or helpful to someone who is having problems.

Who is confused?  (Effect)

Why are they confused? (Cause)

The Serviceman

door.

The service man’s tools are flying as he is running out of the house because Captain Cook had surprised him by walking in the kitchen and pecking him.  The expression on the refrigerator repairman’s face is hilarious.  His tools, his hat, and the milk bottle are flying in all directions in contrast to Captain Cook standing in the doorway watching with one eye showing.

	Chapter 6:  “More Troubles”

Note:  If possible, read the first part of Chapter 6 aloud to the students.  Arrange for another adult or older student to be present to read the telephone conversations between Mr. Popper and people at City Hall as a dialogue at the end of the chapter.   The person assisting you will need to use a different voice when speaking for the Automobile License Bureau.   Rehearse the dialogue ahead of time.

What causes so much confusion about the penguin in              Chapter 6?  

Add to the cause-effect chart from Chapter 5.

How does Mr. Popper feel during the telephone conversations?   Why was he outraged?
	Who is confused?  (Effect)

Why are they confused? (Cause)

The Service man

(Chapter 5)

He doesn’t understand why Mr. Popper wants him to bore holes in the door of the icebox and put a handle on the inside of the door.

The Policeman

(Chapter 6)

He has never seen a penguin before.  He is afraid to come inside the Popper’s house at first because the service  man was yelling like there was a lion loose in the house.

The Voice on the phone

(Chapter 6)

The person could not hear very well.  He misunderstood everything Mr. Popper was trying to explain to him.

Mr. Popper became upset because the people he talked with at City Hall kept telling him to wait a minute and switching him to someone else.  When he finally got someone on the line who seemed interested, the person could not hear very well so he kept misunderstanding what Mr. Popper was saying.  When Mr. Popper got switched over to the Automobile License Bureau in another building, he gave up and hung up the phone.

	Chapter 7:  “Captain Cook Builds a Nest”

Why did Captain Cook collect lots of items and put them in the refrigerator?

Mr. Popper and his family have done different things to help Captain Cook adapt to living in a new environment.  Let’s list    some examples that we’ve read about so far in the text.    Examples  can be found in Chapters 3-7.  Use two-column        chart  to record responses.                             


	In Antarctica, penguins collect small stones and build nests.  Captain Cook does not have small stones in the house so he collects other small objects he finds around the house which he can carry in his beak.  He uses them to build a nest in the refrigerator.

What Penguins Need

What the Family Has Done                 to Help                      

Water to play in

Filled bathtub with water

Cold environment

Let Captain Cook sleep in the refrigerator 

Air

Got service man to bore               holes in the refrigerator                door and put a handle on the                  inside of the door

Food

Bought cans of shrimp for        Captain Cook

Small stones for nest

Let Captain Cook keep the            small items he collected             around the house to build                 his nest



	Chapter 8:  “Penguin’s Promenade”

The title of Chapter 8 is “Penguin’s Promenade”.   What clues do the authors give us in Chapter 8 to help us understand the meaning of “promenade”? 

Allow students to discuss ideas and explore the meaning of the word.  As they offer their own ideas, you may use these questions to scaffold their responses and help them elaborate their ideas:  Why was Mr. Popper all dressed up?  Where was Mr. Popper taking Captain Cook?  Where were they going?

Display the illustration following pg. 52.   Partner A, tell your partner what is happening in the illustration.   Use the words “tipping his derby.”   Partner B,  tell how you think the illustration adds humor to the text.

On pg. 54 how do the authors help you understand the meaning of tripod?

How does the illustration on pg. 55 support the words in the text? 

Display the last sentence in Chapter 8:  “The man who kept the barbershop had, up to this time, been a very good friend of Mr. Popper.”  The authors are again using a specific tool called foreshadowing to make the reader think about what will happen later in the story.  What did the authors do to make you think about what will happen in the next chapter?  What do you think the authors want the reader to think about?  What predictions do the authors want the reader to make?  What are the clues?


	A promenade is an old fashioned walk for pleasure in a public place.  Mr. Popper dressed up in his best clothes to take Mr. Cook for a walk around town (a public place).  Mr. Popper did not have any errands planned so the reason for the walk was to enjoy walking with Mr. Cook.   You might want the students to act out the difference between going on a promenade and going on an errand when time is a factor.

Mr. Popper is tipping his derby to their neighbor, Mrs. Callahan, while he is holding tightly to the clothesline lease and trying to explain what a penguin is to Mrs. Callahan.  Captain Cook has tangled the leash around Mrs. Callahan’s legs because he was pecking at her socks.

Ideas for humor:  The items falling out of Mrs. Callahan’s grocery bags or lying on the ground; the expressions on all the faces; the way that all of their feet are positioned similarly; the way Mr. Popper looks like the penguin with the clothes that he is wearing;

A tripod is an object with three legs used to support a camera.  The photographer said that Captain Cook probably thought the tripod was a “three-legged stork.”

The illustration shows Captain Cook walking round and round the tripod .  The clothesline, the tripod, Captain Cook and Mr. Popper are all tangled up with the photographer and his tripod.

The authors tell us that Mr. Popper is trying to escape the crowd by taking Captain Cook into the barbershop.  The last sentence in Chapter 8 say, “The man who kept the barbershop had, up to this time, been a very good friend of Mr. Popper.”    The authors want us to think about why they are telling us that the barber had been a very good friend of Mr. Popper.   A logical prediction is that Captain Cook will do something to cause trouble in the barbershop and the barber will be upset with Mr. Popper.  Clues based on Captain Cook’s behavior so far during the walk:  pecking the neighbor’s socks, getting the clothesline leash tangled around the neighbor and the photographer, Mr. Popper, and the camera, etc. 

	Chapter 9:  “In the Barber Shop”

The word spectacle(s) is a multiple meaning word.  In Chapter 2, Mr. Popper put on his spectacles to read.  What’s another way of saying “Mr. Popper put on his spectacles to read”?

What is the meaning of the word spectacle in this sentence from Chapter 9:  When the barber was shaving an elderly man,  the spectacle was very interesting to Captain Cook.  

Why do you think Captain Cook was particularly interested in the shaving cream the barber put on the man’s face?   

Show the illustration on pg. 58.  How does the illustration support the words in the text? 

Why did Mr. Popper think that Captain Cook needed to climb three flights of steps?
	 Mr. Popper put on his eyeglasses to read.

A spectacle is something you see in a surprising or shocking way.  Captain Cook was very surprised and very interested when he saw the barber shaving a man with shaving cream on his face.

Shaving cream is white.  Captain Cook may have mistaken the shaving cream for snow.

The illustration shows Captain Cook standing on the mirror ledge;  the gentleman in the barber’s chair half-lifed his head to see what had happened; Captain Cook is reaching his long beak toward the lather on the gentleman’s face; Captain Cook’s posture in the illustration shows that he is very interested in the shaving cream.

A penguin is a bird and birds like to look down at the ground from high places.  Since Captain Cook was unable to fly to the top of the steps, he needed to walk up to the top.

	Chapter 10:  “Shadows”

What is the problem in Chapter 10?

How does Mr. Popper attempt to solve the problem?

What is Dr. Smith’s solution?

Is sending Greta to live at the Popper’s house a logical solution? What makes you think that?
	Captain Cook is sick.  He will not eat and he is losing weight.  He has a high temperature and the vet does not think he will survive outside of his natural habitat in the Antarctic.  

Mr. Popper writes to Dr. Smith who works at a large aquarium to ask for help.  

Dr. Smith has a sick penguin at the aquarium named Greta.  Dr. Smith thinks that the penguins might be lonely so he sends Greta to live at the Popper’s house with Captain Cook.

Penguins are social animals.  They live in groups and work together to help each other survive.

	Chapter 11:  “Greta”

Why did Mr. Popper decide to move the penguins out of the refrigerator?  

How did the family provide a cold environment for the penguins?

Describe the inside of the house and the activities that took place after the blizzard.  Use text and the illustration following pg. 72.
	Mr. Popper expected to find eggs and then baby penguins in the near future.  The refrigerator would not be large enough for more penguins.  Plus, Mrs. Popper was still asking for a place to put the food.

The family opened all the windows so the cold air could come into the house from the outside.  They wore their winter coats in the house to keep warm.

Large snowdrifts came through the windows and were piled in all the rooms.  The penguins were having so much fun playing in the snow that Mr. Popper would not let his wife clean out the snow.  He even sprayed water on all the floors and it froze to make layers of ice.  The children and the penguins had so much fun tobogganing and sliding that the Poppers moved the furniture out of their way.

	Chapter 12:  “More Mouths to Feed”

What is unusual about the names that Mr. Popper named the baby penguins?

How did things change at the Popper’s house after the ten baby penguins were born?

Why is Mr. Popper worried at the end of Chapter 12?
	The names were Nelson, Columbus, Louisa, Jenny, Scott, Magellan, Adelina, Isabella, Ferdinand, and Victoria—pg. 77.   Most are the names of famous explorers or people who helped explorers.  We learned in Chapter 1 that Mr. Popper read a lot of books and knew the names of every explorer.

The penguins were kept in the cellar.  A large freezing plant was installed down there and Mr. Popper also made a skating rink and a diving pond for them.  The furnace was moved upstairs so the family no longer needed to wear their winter coats in the house.  The children and their friends spent hours in the cellar watching the penguins and Mr. Popper sat down in the cellar in the evenings reading.

He doesn’t know what he will do when spring arrives and he has to leave the penguins every day to go paint other people’s houses.

	Chapter 13:  “Money Worries”

Mrs. Popper had saved money to buy food for the family during the winter months.  Why did the Popper family have money worries?

When the Popper family was challenged with money worries,  Mrs. Popper suggested selling the penguins to have money  for the family to live on.  How did Mr. Popper respond to the challenge?

Activity:  Play the actual music mentioned in Chapter 13 to        help students understand why those pieces were chosen             and help them visualize what is happening with each piece.      After students have discussed what the penguins were           trained to do when each piece of music was played, they             can draw the penguins performing for each piece of music. 
	The unexpected expense of buying  fish to feed a dozen penguins had taken all of the money Mrs. Popper had saved for the family.  It had been very expensive for Mr. Popper to get the engineer to install the freezing plant in the cellar and the engineer came to the house often to ask to be paid for the work he did.

Mr. Popper had the idea of training the penguins to perform for an audience to earn money.  They moved the piano down to the cellar and Mrs. Popper played three different pieces of music.  The penguins were trained to perform a certain act when each piece of music was played on the piano.

Schubert’s “Military March”—The penguins paraded like a lot of soldiers

“Merry Widow Waltz”—Nelson and Columbus fought each other with their flippers

“By the Brook”-The penguins climbed up the ladders and tobogganed

	Chapter 14:  “Mr. Greenbaum”

We read in Chapter 13 about the penguins being trained in the cellar to do three performing acts.  What evidence is there in Chapter 14 that the penguins have received other training besides performing?

Display the illustration on pgs. 86-87.   How does the illustration support the words in the text and add humor?

Why did the bus driver ask the Popper family and the          penguins to get off the bus before they got to the theatre?


	Unlike Captain Cook ‘s walk to town a few months earlier, Mr. Popper did not need to use a leash to keep the penguins going where they needed to go.  The penguins had been trained to march orderly in pairs down the sidewalk.  When they got on the bus, they sat quietly two to a seat.  When they were being introduced to Mr. Greenbaum, they stood politely in two rows of six each.  (pgs. 86-87, 89-90)

The illustration shows the penguins have been well trained and that they are marching in line.  The illustration adds details to the text by showing the exact order of the family members and the penguins, with names typed above each person or pair of penguins.  The illustration also verifies that two of the penguins are carrying flags in their beaks.

Ideas of humor:  the length of the line and the formalness of the group arrangement,  one penguin is looking toward the line behind it and one of the penguins appears to be looking directly at the reader; Mrs. Popper appears very regal; one of the penguins carrying a flag in its beak has its head tilted upward.

Mr. Popper opened all the windows on the bus because the penguins needed a colder temperature.  The people on the bus complained to the bus driver because they were cold.

	Chapter 15:  “Popper’s Performing Penguins”

The penguins did their drill and changed formations with great precision.  What does this mean and how did they learn to do something with great precision?   

Show the illustration following p. 98:   Which one of the three    acts is shown in the illustration?  How do you know?

Turn to Your Partner and Discuss:  How do you think life might change for the Popper family and the penguins over the next ten weeks?  How do you know?

Will Mr. Popper be “living his dream”?


	Something done with precision is done in a very exact way.  The penguins had been trained very well by the Poppers.  The penguins had practiced doing their drill correctly so many times that they were able to do it in a very exact way from memory.  Practicing something correctly brings precision.

Act 3.  This is the act where the penguins climb up ladders and run across the board in confusion.  The penguins are pushing and scrambling and squawking.  Mrs. Popper is playing the music “By the Brook” which she always plays with Act 3.

Mr. and Mrs. Popper will not be worried about money.   They will be paid $5000 a week for ten weeks so they can feed the family and pay their bills.  Instead of spending hours in the cellar watching the penguins, they will be traveling to different cities and performing in different theaters across the county from Oregon to Maine.  

He now has ten penguins so that part of his dream has happened. However, his real dream is to go on a Polar expedition and the traveling performing act does not seem to be helping that part of his dream happen.

	Chapter 16:  “On the Road”

Display the sentences below.  Read them chorally with the students and discuss the meaning of each:

“Then Mrs. Popper had to scrub and polish and straighten the whole place, for she was much too good a housekeeper to leave everything at sixes and sevens while the Poppers were away.”  (pg. 101)

“And you must remember, my love,” said Mr. Popper, who had never before been out of Stillwater, in spite of his dreams of distant countries, “that travel is very broadening.”  (pg. 104)

Spend time discussing both of the illustrations in Chapter 16 following pgs. 104 and 106.  Ask students to connect what is happening in the illustrations with the words in the text and to explain how the illustrations add humor to the text.
	“At sixes and sevens “is an idiom that is used more in the U.K. than in the U.S.  It generally means a state of confusion or disarray or disorder; topsy-turvy;  Mrs. Popper is a good housekeeper and she will make sure that everything in the house is clean and exactly the way it needs to be before the family leaves for ten weeks.

Mr. Popper is reassuring Mrs. Popper that the children should travel with them even though they will miss school for ten weeks.  The word “broadening” means to increase your knowledge and experience.    Mr. Popper has never had the opportunity to travel anywhere, though he has broadened his knowledge by reading and watching movies.  He understands that there are some things that you cannot learn or experience unless you travel and he thinks it is important for the children to have the opportunity for travel.

Illustration following pg. 104:  All twelve penguins are climbing the porter’s ladders to try to get to the upper berths.  

Ideas for humor:  Expressions on faces,  passengers trying to keep the curtains closed and a penguin sticking its head between the curtains while another sticks its head out of the curtains; one penguin standing on an upper berth

Illustration following pg. 106:   The penguins found their way on stage while a performer was doing a very difficult dance on the wire overhead.

Ideas for humor:  The words in the text might not seem funny until you look at the illustration and contrast the silly expressions on the penguins with the angry expression of the performer.

	Chapter 17:  “Fame”

Why was it difficult to travel ten weeks with a dozen penguins?
	The penguins created traffic jams if they walked anywhere from the hotels because people stopped to watch them.  Therefore, Mr. Popper had to pay for expensive taxis every time they went somewhere from the hotel.  Large blocks of ice had to be sent up to the hotel room for the penguins every day and that was expensive.  The longer they traveled, the warmer the days became and the larger the blocks of ice needed to be.

After traveling for weeks, the penguins were becoming irritable.  Irritable means getting annoyed quickly or easliy.

	Chapter 18:  “April Winds”

What caused the Poppers and their penguins to end up at the wrong theater?  

Use two-column chart to show cause-effect.

(Show the illustration on pg. 120)  What is happening?


	What happened?  (Effect)

Why did this happen? (Cause)

The taxi driver took the Poppers and their penguins to the wrong theater.

Mr. Popper had been staying up at night taking care of the penguins and hadn’t been getting enough sleep, so he told the name of the wrong theater to the taxi driver.  The theaters began with the same letter (Royal, Regal) and that made them confusing.  

The penguins are parading while wearing the fireman’s helmets and the seals are barking while they are wearing the policemen’s hats.  Mr. Popper is peeking through the doorway because he came to rescue the penguins from the seals.

	Chapter 19:   “Admiral Drake”

(Show the illustration on pg. 124)  How is this illustration    different from most of the other illustrations in this book?

Mr. Popper has to make an important decision.  What does he have to decide and what are his choices?  What should he do?
	This illustration does not add humor to the text.  Mr. Popper is worried about his family and about the health of the penguins.  They have been locked up for a few days and do not have ice to keep them cool.  The penguins do not have tricks or games to entertain themselves so they are bored.  The text says:  “Even the younger birds sat all day in dismal silence.” (pg. 124)

Mr. Popper has to decide what the penguins will do after their trip ends.  One choice is to let the penguins be in movies. Mr. Popper would be a wealthy person if he chose this offer.  The other offer is to let Admiral Drake take his penguins to the Arctic region to begin a colony of penguins there.  His penguins would feel more comfortable in this habitat and the Arctic explorers would not be as lonely if there were penguins to keep them company.  Mr. Popper should think about what is best for the penguins.  The penguins would probably be more comfortable and happy in the Arctic region because they need cold temperatures.  It would be difficult to keep the penguins cold while making a movie.

	Chapter 20:  “Farewell, Mr. Popper”

Mr. Popper had to make a difficult decision about the penguins.  What decision did he make?  What influenced his decision?   

Note:  Use the illustration following  pg. 134 to extend discussion.

After reading Chapter 1, you made predictions about whether  Mr. Popper would ever be part of a polar expedition.  Display recorded predictions/reasons from Chapter 1 and review.  Which prediction(s) was confirmed?

We learned in Chapter 1 that Mr. Popper was a house painter and that he did not have training as a scientist.  How did he overcome this obstacle?

Discussion and writing activity:  Do you think Mr. Popper made the right decision to leave his family suddenly and go on the expedition with the penguins for a few years?  Tell your opinion and use evidence from the text to support your answer.

How did the authors make the penguins seem like people?              Use specific examples from the text.  Suggestion:  Make this a book-length activity.  Record ideas at the end of each chapter and maintain the entire list until the end of the book.


	Mr. Popper decided to let the penguins go to the Arctic region with Admiral Drake.  He didn’t think they would be comfortable in Hollywood or in Stillwater because the weather was getting warmer and they needed a cold climate.  Mr. Popper also felt sorry for the men at the North Pole who didn’t have penguins to help them pass the time.  Even though it made him very sad to give the penguins away, he did what he thought was best for the penguins.  Illustration note:  The penguins appear to be more curious about Admiral Drake than Mr. Klein.

Mr. Popper will go on a Polar expedition.  Admiral Drake asked Mr. Popper to accompany the expedition team to the Arctic.    

Even though Mr. Popper will not be a scientist, he will be the “keeper of the penguins” and his responsibility to train the penguins to survive in the Arctic region is crucial to the success of the expedition.

Discussion & Writing Activity

Agree:  Mrs.  Popper did not mind if Mr. Popper went on the expedition.  The family had money because Mr. Klein had paid $25,000 to make a short movie about the penguins performing in New York.  Mrs. Popper said it would be easier to keep the house tidy with Mr. Popper away during the winter months.  In Chapter 16, Mr. Popper said that travel is broadening.  He thought that there are some things you cannot learn without traveling.   Mrs. Popper and the children knew that Mr. Popper’s dream was to go on an expedition.  Disagree:  Mrs. Popper, Bill and Janie had all helped to train the penguins.  Bill and Janie did not want to leave the ship when it was time to go.   They will be lonely without the penguins and their father.   The expedition will be a few years and that is a long time for children to be without their father at home.

Ways the Authors Made the Penguins Seem Like People

Chapter 3-Captain Cook seemed to be counting his steps.

Chapter 4—When Mrs. Popper scolded Captain Cook for eating the goldfish, he squatted guiltily on the carpet and tried to make himself look small.

Chapter 5:  Captain Cook learned to open the refrigerator door using the inside handle.

Chapter 7:  Captain Cook collected things he liked to build his nest.

Chapter 10:  Captain Cook was lonely.

Chapter 12:  Nelson and Columbus got into a fight and began to spar at each other with their flippers.  The other penguins crowded around to watch.  The penguins did marching drills on the ice like a sort of small army.  Louisa carried a flag in her beak when they marched.

Chapter 14:  The penguins walked in line to the bus stop.  They sat quietly on the bus with two in a seat.  They waited politely when meeting Mr. Greenbaum at the theater.

Chapter 15:  Columbus punched Nelson and knocked him down.  Nelson lay there with his eyes closed while Columbus counted to ten.  The other penguins applauded.  The penguins ate ice cream cones.

Chapter 17:  The penguins rode up and down the elevator in the hotel too often.

Chapter 18:  The penguins wore firemen’s helmets.

Chapter 19:  The penguins sat silently in jail and could not be cheered up.  They clustered around Admiral Drake in the hotel to listen to him speak.

Chapter 20:  When the ship was leaving, the penguins lifted their flippers and waved to Mrs. Popper and the children.

Through the chapters, the penguins display curiosity as well as feeling of being proud, happy, guilty, etc.


Final Days with the Book - Culminating Task

Overview: Students will write a group response to a question about the main character, Mr. Popper. Together, you will reread sections of the text to gather evidence to support your response. Suggested time for the task is two days.

Prompt:  How did Mr. Popper use his knowledge and experiences to help him respond to situations and challenges in his life?

(Post the question so students can see it.)

Day 1:

Explain the task to students: In Chapter 16 (pg. 104), Mr. Popper made the statement to Mrs. Popper that “. . .travel is very broadening.”  Even though Mr. Popper had never been out of Stillwater until the family went on the road with the penguins, he was continuously trying to broaden his knowledge and experiences.  We are going to find specific examples of things Mr. Popper did in the book to broaden his knowledge and experiences and write about how this helped him respond to situations and challenges in his life.  

(Note to teacher:  Work with the class by rereading sections of the text and completing information on a large chart similar to the one below.  Students may refer to the chart when writing the next day.  Depending on the time of year and the prior experience of the students, you may need to scaffold more for some classes than others.  Ideas are listed on the chart, but let the students think about the question while you are rereading relevant parts of the book and elicit their ideas.  Some students may be able to come up with a list of things Mr. Popper did before rereading sections of the text to complete the other two columns.  As the class works on the chart, ask students to elaborate on the notes by recalling specific examples from the text, but do not list their examples on the chart—just the key details using key words and phrases.)

Focus Question:  How did Mr. Popper use his knowledge and experiences to help him 

respond to situations and challenges in his life?

	What Mr. Popper Did
	How This Knowledge or Experience Helped Mr. Popper
	Book Chapter

	Read Books and Watched Movies About the Arctic and the Antarctic
	Helped him understand what penguins needed and how to take care of his penguins
	Chapter 2

Chapters 3-4, 12, 20 and others

	Wrote Letters
	Letter to Admiral Drake—how he got a penguin

Letter to Dr. Smith—Helped him understand what Captain Cook needed. . .a companion  
	Chapters 2-3 and 10



	Used his Imagination
	Had the idea of training the penguins to perform which helped him find a way to make money to support the high cost of keeping the penguins
	Chapter 13

	Traveled
	Met Mr. Klein from Hollywood and Admiral Drake; Experience on the road with the penguins helped him make his decision about what was best for them;
	Chapters 19-20


Day 2

Work with students to use information gathered in the previous lesson to write a paragraph as a class.

Review the chart created on Day 1.

Step 1:  Ask students to help you change the focus question into a focus statement:  “Mr. Popper’s knowledge and experiences helped him respond to situations and challenges in his life.”

Step 2:  Ask students to use the evidence gathered in the chart to support the focus statement.

Step 3:  Write a class conclusion at the end of the paragraph.  The  conclusion should restate the focus statement using different wording.

	Sample Paragraph

     Mr. Popper’s knowledge and experiences helped him respond to situations and challenges in his life.   Because he had read many books and watched many movies about the Arctic and the Antarctic, he was very knowledgeable about penguins and their needs.   When Mr. Popper wrote a letter to Admiral Drake telling how funny penguins were, Admiral Drake sent a penguin to Mr. Popper.  Based on what he had learned about the needs of penguins, Mr. Popper bought canned shrimp for food, provided a cold environment, had air holes bored in the refrigerator door, provided water, snow and ice for play, and allowed Captain Cook to gather small items around the house to build a nest.  When he was worried about the health of Captain Cook, he wrote a letter to Dr. Smith who helped him understand that Captain Cook was lonely.  Dr. Smith sent Greta to live with the Poppers and soon there were ten baby penguins.   Mr. Popper used his imagination to think of the idea of training the penguins to perform when the family had money worries.   Mrs. Popper and the children helped Mr. Popper train the penguins to perform precisely to three different pieces of music.  Mr. Greenbaum gave the penguins a contract to perform in theaters around the country.   During the road trip with the penguins, Mr. Popper learned how difficult it was to keep the penguins cool while traveling.  Even though he had thousand-pound cakes of ice brought to the hotel, the penguins became irritable as the weather got warmer.  When publicity of the road trip brought a movie producer and Admiral Drake to New York, Mr. Popper had to decide what was best for the penguins.  Mr. Popper was able to use his knowledge and experiences to make a very challenging decision about whether the penguins should be in a movie or travel to the North Pole with Admiral Drake.


Vocabulary Tracker

	Keep track of key vocabulary words examined in each chapter of the book. 

	Chapter 1 –absent-minded—Mr. Popper would forget about the work he was doing and dream about far-away countries.  (pg. 5)  Student friendly definition:  likely to forget things, especially because you are thinking of something else.

Chapter 1 – regretted---Mr. Popper wished that he had been a scientist instead of a house painter.   The thing he regretted most was never going on a Polar expedition.  (pg. 6)  Student friendly definition:  feeling sad because you do not want to be doing what you are doing.

Chapter 1- authority—Mr. Popper was an authority on the Arctic and Antarctic because he watched every movie that came to town and read every book that came to the library on this topic.  (pg. 6)  Student friendly definition:  The power you have because people respect your knowledge and experience.

	Chapter 3  - debris—When Mr. Popper opened the box, the penguin jumped over the packing debris.  (pg. 18)  Student friendly definition:  all the pieces that are left after a package has been opened.

Chapter 3 – pompous—The penguin walked with a strange, pompous little strut. (p. 19)  Student friendly definition:  trying to make people think you are important, especially by using very formal and important sounding words.

Chapter 3 – inquisitive- The inquisitive penguin kept trying to bite the faucet with its beak.  (pg. 19)  Student friendly definition:   interested in a lot of different things and wanting to find out more about them.

	Chapter 4 – pompously- Captain Cook’s tailcoat dragged pompously behind his feet. (pg. 23)  Student friendly definition:  doing something in a way that makes people think you are important.

	Chapter 5- ventilating-The service repairman did not think that Mr. Popper needed ventilating holes in his refrigerator door. (pg. 32)  Student friendly definition:  letting fresh air into a room, building, etc..

Chapter 5-unsympathetic-The service repairman was unsympathetic about what Mr. Popper wanted. (pg. 32)  Student friendly definition:  not kind or helpful to someone who is having problems.

Chapter 5-indignantly-Mr. Popper responded indignantly to the repairman when the repairman tried to be funny. (pg. 33)  Student friendly definition:  showing anger or surprise because you feel insulted or unfairly treated.

	Chapter 6-dignity-Captain Cook walked to the door with dignity. (pg. 38)  Student friendly definition:  the ability to behave in a calm controlled way even in a difficult situation.

Chapter 6-distinctly-The person on the phone asked Mr. Popper to speak a little more distinctly. (pg. 42)  Student friendly definition:  carefully and clearly.

Chapter 6-outraged-Mr. Popper was outraged because he could get anyone to help him on the phone.   (pg. 42)  Student friendly definition:  feeling of great anger or schock.

	Chapter 7- subdued-Captain Cook made little subdued cries of curiosity, surprise, and pleasure.  (pg. 45)  Student friendly definition:  unusually quiet.

	Chapter 8- promenade-The title of Chapter 8 is “Penguin’s Promenade.” (pg. 50)  Student friendly definition:  a walk for pleasure in a public place.

	Chapter 9-spectacle—When the barber was shaving an elderly man, Captain Cook found the spectacle very interesting. (pg. 57)  Student friendly definition:  something that you see that is very impressive, surprising, shocking, etc.  (Good word to discuss multiple meanings—Chapter 2—Mr. Popper put on his spectacles.)

Chapter 9-unwearyingly-Captain Cook climbed three flights of stairs slowly but unwearyingly. (pg. 60)  Student friendly definition:  in a way that shows you are not impatient.

	Chapter 10-despair-In his despair, Mr. Popper had an idea to write a letter to Dr. Smith to ask for help. (pg. 66)  Student friendly definition:  feeling that you have no hope at all because something bad is happening.

	Chapter 11-N/A

	Chapter 12-droll-The baby penguins were fuzzy, droll little creatures.  (pg.  76)  Student friendly definition:  amusing in an unusual way.

	Chapter 13-N/A

	Chapter 14-N/A

	Chapter 15-indulgence-The theater manager asked the audience for their indulgence so Popper’s Performing Penguins could rehearse their act. (pg. 93)  Student friendly definition:  allowing someone to do something.

Chapter 15-precision-The penguins did their drill and changed formations with precision. (pg. 94)  Student friendly definition:  the quality of being very exact.

Chapter 15-vigorously-The audience clapped vigorously for the penguins.  (pg. 94)  Student friendly definition:  done with a lot of energy.

	Chapter 16-at sixes and sevens- Mrs. Popper is too good a house keeper to leave the house at sixes and sevens .  (pg. 101).  Student friendly definition:  a state of confusion or disarray or disorder; topsy-truby;  This is an idiom used more in the U.K. than in the U.S.

Chapter 16-broadening-Mr. Popper thinks the children need to travel because travel is broadening. (pg. 104)  Student friendly definition: increasing something such as your knowledge, experience, or range of activities.

	Chapter 17-irritable-The penguins were going irritable after being on the road for nine weeks. (pg. 114)  Student friendly definition:  getting annoyed quickly or easliy.

	Chapter 18-vexed-The firemen were a little vexed when they climbed up the ladder and saw there was no fire. (pg. 119)  Student friendly definition:  annoyed or worried.

Chapter 18 panic-The theater manager said that Mr. Popper had thrown the Regal Theater into a panic. (pg. 122)  Student friendly definition:  sudden strong feeling of fear or nervousness that makes you unable to think clearly or behave sensibly.

	Chapter 19-dismal-Even the younger penguins sat in dismal silence in the jail. (pg. 124)  Student friendly definition:  a situation or place that is so bad that it makes you feel very unhappy and hopeless.

	Chapter 20-solemnly-The penguins solemnly lifted their flippers and waved as the ship moved away. (pg. 139)  Student friendly definition:  performed in a very serious way.


Extension learning activities for this book and other useful resources

· There is a wealth of ideas for fun extension activities for this book and the topic of penguins on the internet and in other published resources.   Some common suggestions include: 

· Act out a favorite scene (Students can improvise or use note cards)

· Draw or paint a specific scene or event and label or write sentences to accompany the illustration.

· Create questions that could be used to interview a character from the story. Provide a variety of question stems and encourage students to use details from the text. Note: This is particularly supportive of English Language Learners.
· Create cinquains or other types of poetry about penguins.

· Create lyrics about the book or about penguins and sing them using a familiar tune.

· Draw a diagram of the cellar to show how it was designed for the penguins.

· Read informational texts and use other media sources to find facts about penguins.
· Listen to the pieces of music named in Chapter 13 so students can visualize and draw the penguins performing to each piece of music.

Note to Teacher

· The word “rotogravure” may be unfamiliar to adults (both pronunciation and meaning).  It is not a critical word for students to learn while reading and discussing the text.  However, you may need to refer to the pronunciation in a dictionary before reading the chapter aloud.

Chapter 10 – rotogravure - The photograph of Mr. Popper and Captain Cook was in rotogravure.  (pg. 62)   Rotogravure is a technical term meaning printed with a copper cylinder or in a color magazine of a newspaper which is also printed in this manner.
What Makes This Book Complex?

1. Quantitative Measure

Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your book in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 
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2. Qualitative Features

Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 


*For more information on the qualitative dimensions of text complexity, visit http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf
3. Reader and Task Considerations

What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?  
Since the book was first published in 1938, there are some old fashioned terms which may not be familiar to students (icebox, promenade).   I can help them use the rich context clues in the text to understand these words and help them connect the unfamiliar words with familiar concepts.  Children may not be able to fully grasp the adult emotion of regret over limiting choices made, but reading and discussing the book with them may help them to understand that using our imagination and curiosity at any age can enable us to do more and set higher aspirations for the life we want to live and the person we want to be.

How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?  
This text will help students build knowledge about penguins, the Arctic and the Antarctic, expeditions, and the responsibility and cost of caring for pets.

4. Grade level   

What grade does this book best belong in?  2nd grade
. 

All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was published in March 2018. Over time, the organizations that manage that external content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net.
Most of the texts that we read aloud in K-2 should be in the 2-3 or 4-5 band, more complex than the students can read themselves. 


2-3 band 	420-820L


4-5 band	740-1010L
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    The purpose of the books is to entertain. Students will easily get the purpose by discussing illustrations and reading about the hilarious antics of the penguins.  There is a light message of always keeping your dreams because anything is possible, but there are no deep layers of meaning.





The book is separated into chapters in logical sequence.  There are a couple of instances of foreshadowing, but these are clearly stated.  The chapter titles identify the main events and are helpful in recalling the content of each chapter.  The pen and ink drawings in the book add humor to the text and support the purpose of entertaining the reader.                                                            











There are plenty of rich academic words, especially adjectives and adverbs, which can expand the students’ vocabularies. (pompous, solemnly, precision) and can be found across many texts.  There are some domain specific words (Arctic, Antarctic, explorers) which students may have some knowledge about through social studies.








Background knowledge about the Polar regions and penguins would be helpful but students can learn many facts about penguins by reading and discussion the book.   It is possible to scaffold for any essential background required to participate in discussions.
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