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Save this packet, you will use it each time you 

write about the diversity of living things in different areas.  
As you finish each step, put a check mark on your Sharing Your Expertise Record Sheet.

	Writing Resource Packet

Follow these Steps to Write an Informative/Explanatory Piece

	Learn from a Model

	Write an Introduction

	Write a Focus Statement

	Write the First Piece of Evidence

	Add More Evidence

	Write a Conclusion

	Revise and Edit

	Share and Celebrate!
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Coral reefs, underwater places where plants and animals live, 
1. Read the piece below.

2. Underline the introduction in red.

3. Underline the focus statement in green.

4. Lightly color the evidence yellow.

5. Underline the conclusion in green. 

Coral reefs are not found all over the world. They need shallow salty, warm water to grow. Many diverse plants and animals live together in the coral reef habitat. 

Sponges, animals that look like plants, live on the coral reef. The iridescent tube sponge lives on the reef and glows during the day. 

Some animals eat the reef. The parrotfish uses sharp teeth to scrap off coral. Green colonial anemones also eat pieces of coral that break off. Other anemones live on hermit crab shells. They scare other animals that might eat the crab and eat the crab’s leftovers.
Coral reefs provide homes for many living things.    
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Your piece will begin with an INTRODUCTION. The job of the introduction is to tell the reader a little about the topic of the piece. 

Reread the introduction from the model on Coral Reefs.
Coral reefs, underwater places where plants and animals live, are not found all over the world. They need shallow salty, warm water to grow. Many diverse plants and animals live together in the coral reef habitat. 

Talk

With a partner talk about what you are going to write for your introduction. 

Write

On a piece of lined paper, write the introduction for your piece. 
Revise and Edit

When you have finished, revise and edit your introduction so that your writing is clear and correct. 

Illustrate!
When you finish, get a piece of drawing paper and start an illustration page. This page will give the reader more information about your research using pictures or diagrams. 
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The next sentence is the focus statement.  It tells the “big idea” of your piece. Your teacher and classmates will help you to write a focus statement.
Reread the focus statement from the model.
Many diverse plants and animals live together in the coral reef habitat.
Talk

What is the “big idea” of your piece? With a partner talk about what you are going to write. 

Write

Reread what you have already written. After the introduction, write your focus statement.

Revise and Edit

When you have finished, revise and edit your focus statement so that your writing is clear and correct. If you finish early, add a picture or diagram to your illustration page.
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Next comes the evidence from your graphic organizer.  The evidence helps the reader understand the focus statement. You will add your evidence one piece at a time.
Reread the first piece of evidence from the model.
Sponges, animals that look like plants, live on the coral reef. The iridescent tube sponge lives on the reef and glows during the day. 

Talk

Point to one piece of evidence on your graphic organizer. With a partner talk about what you are going to write. 

Write

Reread what you have already written. After the focus statement, write about your first piece of evidence.

Revise and Edit

When you have finished, revise and edit your focus statement so that your writing is clear and correct. If you finish early, add a picture or diagram to your illustration page.
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Add at least two more pieces of evidence to your piece.
Reread the rest of the evidence from the model.
Some animals eat the reef. The parrotfish uses sharp teeth to scrap off coral. Green colonial anemones also eat pieces of coral that break off. Other anemones live on hermit crab shells. They scare other animals that might eat the crab and eat the crab’s leftovers.

Talk

Point to the next piece of evidence on your graphic organizer. With a partner talk about what you are going to write. 

Write

Reread what you have already written. After your first piece of evidence, write about the second piece of evidence.

Repeat
Repeat this process to add one (or more!) additional pieces of evidence.

Revise and Edit

When you have finished, revise and edit your piece so that your writing is clear and correct.
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The last sentence is called the concluding statement.  It wraps up your piece and reminds the reader of the “big idea”. Your teacher and classmates will help you to write a concluding statement.
Reread the concluding statement from the model.
Coral reefs provide homes for many living things.    

Talk

What is the “big idea” that you are writing about? Put your finger on the Focus Statement of your piece. With a partner talk about how you might say this again using slightly different words. 

Write

Reread what you have already written. After all of the evidence, write your concluding statement. Be sure it repeats your “big idea”

Revise and Edit

When you have finished, revise and edit your concluding statement so that your writing is clear and correct. If you finish early, add a picture or diagram to your illustration page.
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	Characteristics of an Effective Informative/Explanatory Writing Piece
	Got it!

	My piece shows what I learned from my research about the diverse life in the habitat. 

 
	
	
	

	My introduction tells what the habitat is and where it is found. 


	
	
	

	I state my focus clearly.


	
	
	

	My information is grouped in paragraphs.


	
	
	

	I provided some evidence (facts) and elaboration about the living things in the habitat. 


	
	
	

	I use visuals to help the reader understand my writing. 


	
	
	

	I use science words to show what I learned about this habitat. 


	
	
	

	I end my piece with a concluding statement. 


	
	
	

	I use more than one source to get my information.


	
	
	

	Spelling, capitalization and punctuation is correct.


	
	
	


When you finish, add pictures or diagrams to your illustration page.

· You could draw a picture of your animal living in the habitat. 
· You could draw the whole habitat and some of the living things found there. 

· You could label a detailed picture of one of the living things found in the habitat. 
· You could make a cutaway diagram of the habitat and label the living things. 

· You could bold the science words and make a glossary with pictures. 
Share and Celebrate!

Congratulations! You are an expert (and a scholar!).

Your teacher will share plans for sharing and celebration!

If you want to learn even more, check out these resources:
· Exploring Ecosystems by Ella Hawley

· I see a Kookaburra! Steve Jenkins

· Let’s Explore Life Science - Exploring Eco Systems Ella Hawley

· http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Citizen-Science/Wildlife-Watch.aspx - wildlife watch by state. Enter and see data for your state. 

 Sharing Your Expertise


Writing Resource Packet





Learn from a Model


Read the model. Then work with your class to understand the parts of the piece. 





Write!


Write the introduction.





Write!


Write the focus statement.








Write!


Add one piece of evidence.








Write!


Add two, or more, pieces of evidence.








Write!


Write the concluding statement.








Final Revision and Editing


Use the checklist below to put the final touches on your piece.








