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 (
E
stablishes a situation and introduces characters
)
		          The Family Who Traveled West

 (
U
ses descriptions of actions to develop 
events
 
) (
U
ses 
dialogue and 
descriptions of actions
, thoughts, and feelings
 to develop 
events
 
or show the response of characters to situations
) (
U
ses 
dialogue and 
temporal 
words and 
phrases to signal event order
)	Once upon a time there was a pioneer family that was moving west. They were moving west because they wanted to find more gold. They had to gather their livestock. They used horses. They packed pots and pans, food and drinks. The family was traviling from Massachusets to Oregon. They started to go. Anna their little girl said “I wish somthing would happen” and it did. They came upon Indians. The Indians were nice enough to let them go past. A few days later they came upon Oregon. “Ya” evryone shouted. Ma said “lets unpack and dig for gold”. Pa said, After we dig for gold, let’s build a farm to keep our livestock in and to live in”. They lived hapily ever after.
 (
P
rovides a sense of closure 
)
 (
Although brief, this third-grade narrative—written as part of a unit on westward expansion—quickly establishes a situation and a series of events that unfolds naturally. The reader comes to understand events through the character’s actions 
(
“
They packed pots and pans, food and drinks
”
) 
and reactions
 
(“
’
Ya
’
 
evryone
 shouted
”
)
. The writer uses dialogue effectively to advance the plot. Although
 it may sound 
trite to adults, the last line leaves the reader with a sense of closure.
)	
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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Once upon a time there was a pioneer family that was moving west. The members of the family were moving west because they wanted to find more gold. They had to gather their livestock. They used horses. They packed pots and pans, food and drinks. The family was travelling from Massachusetts to Oregon. They started to go. Anna, the little girl, said, “I wish something would happen,” and it did. They came upon Indians. The Indians were nice enough to let them go past. A few days later, the family came upon Oregon. “Yeah!” everyone shouted. Ma said, “Let’s unpack and dig for gold.” Pa said, “After we dig for gold, let’s build a farm to keep our livestock in and to live in.” They lived happily ever after.
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	Once upon a time there was a pioneer family that was moving west. They were moving west because they wanted to find more gold. They had to gather their livestock. They used horses. They packed pots and pans, food and drinks. The family was traviling from Massachusets to Oregon. They started to go. Anna their little girl said “I wish somthing would happen” and it did. They came upon Indians. The Indians were nice enough to let them go past. A few days later they came upon Oregon. “Ya” evryone shouted. Ma said “lets unpack and dig for gold”. Pa said, After we dig for gold, let’s build a farm to keep our livestock in and to live in”. They lived hapily ever after.




