Caddo Parish
The Day the Crayons Quit
Recommended for Grade 1


Title/Author: The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt
Suggested Time:
 5 Days
Common Core grade-level ELA/Literacy Standards: RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.4, RL.1.6, RL.1.7; W.1.2; SL.1.2, SL.1.2, SL.1.6; L.1.1, L.1.2
Lesson Objective:
Students will listen to persuasive arguments in a story and will respond in writing concerning whether the arguments were successful.
Teacher Instructions
Before the Lesson

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis below.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description to help you prepare to teach the book and be clear about what you want your children to take away from the work. 

Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Question
Through appropriate communication about a situation that is unpleasant, one can bring about positive change. Why did the crayons quit? What were their complaints? How were they addressed?
Synopsis
Duncan is an artist who likes to draw and color, and his crayons have issues with the way they are used. Purple isn’t happy with being colored outside of the lines. Gray is unhappy that he only colors big animals. They decide to quit. Each crayon writes a letter stating his complains and suggestions for solutions. Duncan responds with a piece of artwork that reflects their requests. 
2. Go to the last page of the lesson and review “What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex.” This was created for you as part of the lesson and will give you guidance about what the lesson writers saw as the sources of complexity or key access points for this book. You will of course evaluate text complexity with your own students in mind, and make adjustments to the lesson pacing and even the suggested activities and questions.
3. Read the entire book, adding your own insights to the understandings identified.  Also note the stopping points for the text-inspired questions and activities. Hint: you may want to copy the questions vocabulary words and activities over onto sticky notes so they can be stuck to the right pages for each day’s questions and vocabulary work.
4. Consider pairing this series of lessons on The Day the Crayons Quit with a text set to increase student knowledge and familiarity with the topic. A custom text set can be found here. Note: This is particularly supportive of ELL students.
Note to teachers of English Language Learners (ELLs): Read Aloud Project Lessons are designed for children who cannot read yet for themselves. They are highly interactive and have many scaffolds built into the brief daily lessons to support reading comprehension. Because of this, they are filled with scaffolds that are appropriate for English Language Learners who, by definition, are developing language and learning to read (English). This read aloud text includes complex features which offer many opportunities for learning, but at the same time includes supports and structures to make the text accessible to even the youngest students.
This lesson includes features that align to best practices for supporting English Language Learners. Some of the supports you may see built into this, and /or other Read Aloud Project lessons, assist non-native speakers in the following ways: 

· These lessons include embedded vocabulary scaffolds that help students acquire new vocabulary in the context of reading. They feature multi-modal ways of learning new words, including prompts for where to use visual representations, the inclusion of student-friendly definitions, built-in opportunities to use newly acquired vocabulary through discussion or activities, and featured academic vocabulary for deeper study.

· These lessons also include embedded scaffolds to help students make meaning of the text itself. It calls out opportunities for paired or small group discussion, includes recommendations for ways in which visuals, videos, and/or graphic organizers could aid in understanding, provides a mix of questions (both factual and inferential) to guide students gradually toward deeper understanding, and offers recommendations for supplementary texts to build background knowledge supporting the content in the anchor text.

· These lessons feature embedded supports to aid students in developing their overall language and communication skills by featuring scaffolds such as sentence frames for discussion and written work (more guidance available here) as well as writing opportunities (and the inclusion of graphic organizers to scaffold the writing process). These supports help students develop and use newly acquired vocabulary and text-based content knowledge.

The Lesson – Questions, Activities, and Tasks
	Questions/Activities/Vocabulary/Tasks
	Expected Outcome or Response (for each)

	FIRST READING:
Read aloud the entire book with minimal interruptions. Stop to provide word meanings or clarify only when you know the majority of your students will be confused.
Teacher may want to have a box of crayons on the table as the book is read.
	The goal here is for students to enjoy the book, both writing and pictures, and to experience it as a whole. This will give them some context and sense of completion before they dive into examining the parts of the book more carefully.

	SECOND READING:

Guide students in making a three-column chart. Provide a model for them on chart paper as each child works on his own. As each crayon’s letter is read students will write the color word on the left and the problem on the middle, and text evidence on the right. Students who are not yet writing well can be encouraged to draw instead.
Read pages 1-4:

Who is talking on page 3, and how do you know?

What does Red Crayon mean by “wear myself out?” (may need to relate to playing all day long – becoming worn out)

What is Red’s problem?  What is the evidence? Let’s fill in our chart (guide students if necessary by modeling on the board).


	Students state the red crayon is talking – the words are red, red crayon is on the page, and the letter is signed “Red Crayon”

Students respond that Red is very tired. 
He even has to work on holidays.
Crayon        Problem                        Evidence

	
	Red 
	Overworked or used too much
	Even has to work holidays

	Read pages 5-6:
Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What is Purple’s problem? What does Purple mean by “I’m going to completely lose it.” What will he lose? 
What is the evidence? How do you know? 
Fill in your chart (monitor that the students are correctly filling out their chart)

Read pages 7-8:
Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What is Beige’s problem?

What is wheat?

What is the evidence?
Fill in your chart.
	Students state the purple crayon is talking – the words are purple, the drawings are purple, purple crayon is on the page, and the letter is signed “Purple Crayon.”
Purple is going to freak out – he will lose his mind
The illustration shows a messy picture – the coloring is outside the lines.
         Crayon        Problem                     Evidence

	
	    Red

  Purple                                    


	overworked or used  

too much

too messy
	Even has to work  holidays

The illustration

	
	
	

	
	Students state beige is talking – the words are beige, the 

drawing is beige, beige crayon is on the page, and the letter is signed “Your Beige Friend”

Students state that he wants to be called by his right name and he wants to be used more.

Wheat is a crop used to make bread.
The letter says he is called light brown or dark tan, and he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat.
   Crayon           Problem                                Evidence
    Red

 Purple                                    

   Beige

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat


	Read pages 9-10:

Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What is Gray’s problem? 

What does he mean when he says, “You’re killing me” and “give me a break”
What is the evidence?
Fill in your chart.


	Gray crayon is talking – the words are gray, the animals are gray, the gray crayon is there, and he signs his name “Gray Crayon”

He is tired and wants to color little animals

He means he is being used too much and he wants Duncan to be nicer to him. 
He says he has to color the big animals like rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales
     Crayon         Problem                                      Evidence
    Red

Purple                                    

   Beige

Gray

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat
He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales


	Read pages 11-12.

Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What does it mean to feel empty?

What is the evidence?
Fill in your chart.


	White crayon is talking – the words are white, the pictures are white, the white crayon is there, the letter is signed “White Crayon.”

White crayon feels unimportant, invisible
He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t  know I was there.
     Crayon       Problem                                     Evidence
Red

Purple                                     Beige
Gray

White

overworked or used 
too much

too messy
wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales
He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces


	Read pages 13-14.
Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What is Black Crayon’s problem?
How are their reasons different?

What is the evidence?
Fill in your chart.


	Black crayon is talking – the words are black, the main drawings are black, the black crayon is there, the letter is signed “Black Crayon.”

Black Crayon feels unimportant – just like white, but their reasons are different
They are different because White says you can’t see him, and Black thinks it’s unfair to be just an outline. Black is the outline for White.
Black says it’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors.
Crayon               Problem                                       Evidence
    Red

 Purple                                    

   Beige

Gray

White

Black

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces
It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors


	Read pages 15-16.

Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

State “career means job” What does “coloring things green career” mean? (Guide students if necessary)

What is Green Crayon’s problem?
How is Green like the other crayons?

How is Green’s issue different from everyone else’s?
What is the evidence?
Fill in your chart.


	Green Crayon is talking – the words are green, he introduces himself as Green Crayon, the pictures are green, Green Crayon is on the page, he signs the letter Green Crayon

Duncan is doing a good job of coloring things green

He is unhappy with the argument between Yellow and Orange.
He is like the other crayons because he talks to Duncan about what he colors.
His issue isn’t about himself. He likes how Duncan is using him. He is unhappy with the argument between Yellow and Orange.
Green says “I’m writing to you about my friends.” and “Please settle this because they are driving the rest of us CRAZY!”
   Crayon           Problem                                       Evidence
    Red

Purple                                    

   Beige

Gray

White

Black

Green

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

unhappy with  the argument 
between Orange and Yellow

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces

It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors
He says they are driving the rest of them CRAZY


	Read pages 17-18.
Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What does Yellow Crayon mean when he says, “I’m shining down brilliantly on a field of yellow corn.”

What is Yellow Crayon’s problem?
What is the evidence?
Fill in your chart.


	Yellow crayon is talking – the words are yellow, he introduces himself as Yellow Crayon, the yellow crayon’s mouth shows he is talking, he signs the letter Yellow Crayon

He is shining brightly – like the sun
He wants Duncan to settle the argument between him and Orange Crayon.
He says I need you to tell Orange Crayon that I am the color of the sun. He signs Your Pal, and the true color of the sun
Crayon         Problem                                           Evidence
Red

Purple                                    
Beige

Gray

White

Black

Green

Yellow
overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

unhappy with  the argument 
between Orange and Yellow wants Duncan to settle the argument between him and Orange

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces

It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors

He says they are driving the rest of them CRAZY
He wants Duncan to tell Orange he is the true color of the sun


	Read pages 19-20.
Who is talking on this page, and how do you know?

What does Orange Crayon mean when he says “orange you glad I’m here?”

What is Orange Crayon’s problem?

What is the evidence?
How are Yellow and Orange’s issues different from everyone else’s?
How are their issues similar to Green’s?
State - I wonder why the author chose to have these three crayons asking Duncan to settle an argument. Turn and tell your partner. (If necessary, do a think-aloud or guide the conversation of the students.)

Fill in your chart.


	Orange Crayon is talking – the words are orange, he signs it Orange Crayon, on the illustration he is doing the talking

He is being silly – he means “Aren’t you glad I’m here?”

He wants Duncan to settle the argument between him and Yellow Crayon.

Could you please tell Mr. Tattletale that he is NOT the color of the sun.
They each want to be the same thing – they don’t seem to care about anything other than being the color of the sun. Many of the other crayons want to work more or work less.

Green, Yellow, and Orange all want Duncan to settle the argument.

The author may want to make the story more interesting by having these three crayons talking about the same problem; he may be showing that these three crayons are friends and they want to be happy with one another. All the other crayons are talking about themselves.

Crayon          Problem                                              Evidence
Red

Purple                                    

Beige

Gray

White

Black

Green
Yellow
Orange

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be

used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

unhappy with  the argument between Orange and Yellow

wants Duncan to settle the 
argument between him and 
Orange

wants Duncan to settle the 
argument between him and 
Yellow

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces

It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors

He says they are driving the rest of them CRAZY

He wants Duncan to tell Orange he is the true color of the sun
He wants Duncan to tell Yellow he is the color of the sun


	Read pages 21-22.

Who is talking, and how do you know?

Why did Blue Crayon sign the letter “your very stubby friend”?

What is Blue Crayon’s problem?
What is the evidence?

What other crayon was used too much? How is their problem different?
Fill in your chart.


	Blue Crayon is talking - words are blue, paper is colored blue, he is on the page, signed Blue Crayon

He has been used so much that he was very short, and it bothered him.

He is over-used
He says I am so short and stubby I can’t even see over the crayon box anymore.

Red was used too much. Red was unhappy with working on holidays; Blue was unhappy with being short and stubby.
Crayon           Problem                                         Evidence
Red

Purple                                    

Beige

Gray

White

Black

Green
Yellow
Orange

Blue

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff
is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

unhappy with  the argument between Orange and Yellow

wants Duncan to settle the 
argument between him and Orange

wants Duncan to settle the 
argument between him and Yellow

is used too much

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces

It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors

He says they are driving the rest of them CRAZY

He wants Duncan to tell Orange he is the true color of the sun

He wants Duncan to tell Yellow he is the color of the sun
He says he is short and stubby


	Read pages 23-24.

Who is talking, and how do you know?

What does occasional mean?

What is Pink Crayon’s problem?
What is the evidence?
How are the problems of Pink, White, and Black alike?
Fill in your chart


	Pink Crayon is talking – words are pink, picture are pink, Pink Crayon is on the page, signed Pink Crayon

Every now and then, sometime – Pink Crayon wants Duncan to use him to color a dinosaur, monster, or cowboy from time to time.
He is not used enough
You have not used me once in the past year

They all feel unimportant – White feels unimportant being used to color empty spaces; Black feels unimportant being used only as an outline; Pink feels unimportant being used only occasionally. 
Crayon             Problem                                    Evidence
Red

Purple                                    

Beige

Gray

White

Black

Green

Yellow
Orange

Blue

Pink 

overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

unhappy with  the argument between Orange and Yellow

wants Duncan to settle the argument between him and Orange

wants Duncan to settle the argument between him and Yellow

is used too much

wants to be used more

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces

It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors

He says they are driving the rest of them CRAZY

He wants Duncan to tell Orange he is the true color of the sun

He wants Duncan to tell Yellow he is the color of the sun

He says he is short and stubby
You have not used me ONCE in the past year.


	Read pages 25-26.
Who is talking, and how do you know?

What does embarrassed mean?
What is Peach Crayon’s problem?
What is the evidence?

Why is Peach’s problem unique?
Fill in your chart.


	Peach is talking – words are peach, Peach is peeking out of the crayon box, introduces himself as Peach Crayon, letter is signed Peach Crayon

Peach Crayon is uncomfortable about being naked.
He is naked because Duncan peeled off his clothes.
He said he is too embarrassed to leave the crayon box – I need some clothes.
The rest of the crayons have problems with coloring – Peach doesn’t say anything about coloring – it’s about being naked.
Crayon          Problem                                                    Evidence
Red

Purple                                    

Beige

Gray

White

Black

Green

Yellow
Orange

Blue

Pink 

Peach
overworked or used 
too much

too messy

wants to be called by  
his name, wants to color 
more fun stuff

is tired and wants to be 
used with smaller animals

feels unimportant

feels unimportant

unhappy with  the argument between Orange 
and Yellow

wants Duncan to settle the 
argument between him and 
Orange

wants Duncan to settle the 
argument between him and 
Yellow

is used too much

wants to be used more

embarrassed because he is 
naked

Even has to work holidays

The illustration

He is called light brown or dark tan, he only gets to color turkey dinners and wheat

He colors rhinos, hippos, and humpback whales

He says if you didn’t outline me in black you wouldn’t know I was there. I only color empty spaces

It’s unfair to draw a nice beach ball and fill it in with all the other colors

He says they are driving the rest of them CRAZY

He wants Duncan to tell Orange he is the true color of the sun

He wants Duncan to tell Yellow he is the color of the sun

He says he is short and stubby

You have not used me ONCE in the past year
I am too embarrassed to leave the crayon box, I need some clothes


	Read pages 27-28.

Who is talking now, and how do you know?

Read pages 29-30.

Why did the teacher give Duncan an A for coloring?
Read page 31.
How did Duncan show his creativity?
Look at the illustration on p. 31. Is that Peach Crayon? Explain your answer.

	The author is talking – there are no crayons on the page, and the author said “Poor Duncan just wanted to color, and of course he wanted his crayons to be happy.”

His coloring is neat and has lots of details.

Duncan used unusual colors for his objects in the picture, like the black rainbow, the pink dinosaur, and the orange whale. He also put a rhino on the bus, the elephant is unexpectedly juggling fruit, and Santa is in a boat. 
Yes, that’s Peach Crayon, because the tip of the crayon is peach. Or, No that’s not Peach because his arms and legs are different colors.

	FINAL DAY WITH THE BOOK - Culminating Task

· In small groups, have the students discuss the Crayon’s problems they listed on their charts. Ask the students to think about whether the Crayon’s problems were solved as you reread the entire story (this is the third reading of the story). Display the picture Duncan drew. Each student will decide if the Crayons were able to persuade Duncan to comply with their requests by referring to their chart and the picture Duncan drew. They will then write a picture story/word story providing text evidence to support their response. (Time of school year will dictate the rigor expected in their response and whether they will be expected to include all the crayons.)
· The crayons got what they wanted because Duncan drew the sky yellow. He colored the plane pink.


Vocabulary

	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/

processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students) 
	These words merit more time and attention

(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 

of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	Page 3 – overworked – having to work too much

Page 5 – gorgeous – very pretty
Page 11 – “feel empty “ – feel unimportant

Page 15 -  “coloring things green career” – he’s doing a good job of coloring things green

Page 17 – “shining down brilliantly” – shining brightly

Page 19 - “orange you glad” – aren’t you glad

Page 21 -  stubby – very short like a stump

Page 23 – occasional – every now and then

Page 25 – embarrassed - uncomfortable

	Page 3 – “wear myself out” – work too much
Page 5 – “completely lose it” – freak out
Page 7 – wheat – a farm plant used to make bread
Page 9 – “you’re killing me” – you’re making me do too much
Page 9 – “don’t even get me started” – don’t make me say more

Page 9 – “give me a break” – be nice to me




Extension learning activities for this book and other useful resources

Additional Reading Possibilities:

Focusing Question for additional reading:  What do you learn about what Duncan is like from the crayons?

	What do we learn about Duncan from the text?
	Evidence 
	Page #

	He has lots of favorite colors and some that are not his favorites
	Duncan uses red, blue, grey a lot 

Duncan does not use beige, pink
	3-4, 9-10, 21-22
7-8, 23-24

	Makes big animals well
	 Makes whales, dragons, hippos and elephants 
	

	Knows how to read
	Reads the letters from the crayons
	Whole book

	Colors outside the lines
	Purple complained
	5-6

	Wants to make the crayons happy
	Poor Duncan just wanted to color, and of course he wanted his crayons to be happy.
	28

	
	
	


After a re-read of the story, have the students get into groups of two and choose a color to represent. They will present that color’s argument to the class. Note: This is particularly supportive of English Language Learners.
Pick a color that was not in the story, and write a letter to Duncan as that color.
Draw a picture that shows creative uses of colors – like a beige sun, etc.

Write another way the crayons could have solved their problem.

Find a box of 12 crayons – are the colors the same as in the box – if not, what are the differences?
Note to Teacher

· This book can be used with a text set of Click, Clack, Moo Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin and Dear Mrs. LaRue Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague to help students learn about persuasive writing.

What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?

1. Quantitative Measure

Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 
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2. Qualitative Features

Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 



*For more information on the qualitative dimensions of text complexity, visit http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf
3. Reader and Task Considerations

What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?

The multiple voices in the story will be the greatest challenge. Guiding questions can assist the students in understanding point of view.
How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?
Through cooperation and presenting persuasive arguments we can convince people to change their way of thinking.
4. Grade level 

What grade does this book best belong in? 1st grade
All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was published in March 2018. Over time, the organizations that manage that external content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net.
Most of the texts that we read aloud in K-2 should be in the 2-3 or 4-5 band, more complex than the students can read themselves. 


2-3 band 	420-820L


4-5 band	740-1010L











___730_____





The purpose is straightforward – the crayons write persuasive letters to Duncan to express their opinions about his use of them. The author and illustrator work together; the illustrations provide evidence to support the text.





The format is primarily a series of letters written to Duncan. Each letter follows the proper format of a letter. They present their complaint and make their suggestions.








Some idioms may need explanation (orange you glad I’m here, congratulate Duncan on his coloring things green career, etc.). Vocabulary (embarrassed, overworked, wheat) may not be understood.








Children may have difficulty understanding point of view – the story is told by the narrator and 12 different crayons. 





Meaning/Purpose





Structure





Language





Knowledge Demands
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