Caddo Parish
Dear Mrs. LaRue Letters from Obedience School
Recommended for Grade 1


Title/Author:  Dear Mrs. LaRue Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague
Suggested Time to Spend:
8 Days
(Recommendation: two sessions per day, at least 20 minutes per day)
Common Core grade-level ELA/Literacy Standards: RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.7; W.1.2, W.1.8; SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3; L.1.1, L.1.2, L.1.4
Lesson Objective:
Students will listen to a story containing letters and newspaper articles describing a dog’s experience at obedience school as he tries to convince his owner that he does not belong there.
Teacher Instructions
Before the Lesson

1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis below.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description to help you prepare to teach the book and be clear about what you want your children to take away from the work. 

Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Question
A person’s opinion of a situation can change. What happened to cause Mrs. LaRue to accept Ike’s behavior and change her opinion of where he belongs?
Synopsis

Ike is a spoiled dog whose owner, Mrs. LaRue, sends to obedience school. He is unhappy and writes letters to her that make it seem as if he is in a much worse place than he is. He escapes and is reunited with her when he saves her life. The story is full of humor and examples of melodramatic behavior.
2. Go to the last page of the lesson and review “What Makes this Read-Aloud Complex.” This was created for you as part of the lesson and will give you guidance about what the lesson writers saw as the sources of complexity or key access points for this book. You will of course evaluate text complexity with your own students in mind, and make adjustments to the lesson pacing and even the suggested activities and questions.
3. Read the entire book, adding your own insights to the understandings identified.  Also note the stopping points for the text-inspired questions and activities. Hint: you may want to copy the questions vocabulary words and activities over onto sticky notes so they can be stuck to the right pages for each day’s questions and vocabulary work.

Note to teachers of English Language Learners (ELLs): Read Aloud Project Lessons are designed for children who cannot read yet for themselves. They are highly interactive and have many scaffolds built into the brief daily lessons to support reading comprehension. Because of this, they are filled with scaffolds that are appropriate for English Language Learners who, by definition, are developing language and learning to read (English). This read aloud text includes complex features which offer many opportunities for learning, but at the same time includes supports and structures to make the text accessible to even the youngest students.
This lesson includes features that align to best practices for supporting English Language Learners. Some of the supports you may see built into this, and /or other Read Aloud Project lessons, assist non-native speakers in the following ways: 

· These lessons include embedded vocabulary scaffolds that help students acquire new vocabulary in the context of reading. They feature multi-modal ways of learning new words, including prompts for where to use visual representations, the inclusion of student-friendly definitions, built-in opportunities to use newly acquired vocabulary through discussion or activities, and featured academic vocabulary for deeper study.

· These lessons also include embedded scaffolds to help students make meaning of the text itself. It calls out opportunities for paired or small group discussion, includes recommendations for ways in which visuals, videos, and/or graphic organizers could aid in understanding, provides a mix of questions (both factual and inferential) to guide students gradually toward deeper understanding, and offers recommendations for supplementary texts to build background knowledge supporting the content in the anchor text.

· These lessons feature embedded supports to aid students in developing their overall language and communication skills by featuring scaffolds such as sentence frames for discussion and written work (more guidance available here) as well as writing opportunities (and the inclusion of graphic organizers to scaffold the writing process). These supports help students develop and use newly acquired vocabulary and text-based content knowledge.

The Lesson – Questions, Activities, and Tasks
	Questions/Activities/Vocabulary/Tasks
	Expected Outcome or Response (for each)

	FIRST READING:
Read aloud the entire book with minimal interruptions. Stop to provide word meanings or clarify only when you know the majority of your students will be confused.

	The goal here is for students to enjoy the book, both writing and pictures, and to experience it as a whole. This will give them some context and sense of completion before they dive into examining the parts of the book more carefully.

	SECOND READING:
(Teacher will model listing the events that cause Mrs. LaRue to change her opinion of where Ike belongs.)
Reread page 1
Look at the illustration – where was this written, and how do you know? (may need to bring in a newspaper and show how articles are written)

Why would the author choose to name the newspaper Snort City Register/Gazette?

A newspaper article may begin with something like, “Citing a long list…” What does the newspaper article tell us about Ike?
What kind of dog sounds like the name Brotweiler? What is another word for canine? 
What issues has the school dealt with?
The newspaper article lists behaviors that led Mrs. LaRue to send Ike to obedience school. Let’s write the behaviors from the newspaper article so we can see how Ike defends himself. 
(Teacher models writing on the classroom chart, while each student has a chart to fill out) 

Reread pages 2-3
Look at the illustrations – what is the difference in the picture with color and the black/white picture. How do you know the black/white pictures are what Ike is thinking?

What is the difference in the color picture and the black/white picture?
What does Ike say in the letter that is different from the reality in the color picture?
Reread pages 4-5
When was this letter written? 

What is Ike thinking about? 

How did he know Mrs. LaRue was upset about the chicken pie?
What does he mean “Do you know how long that is in dog years?”

What does the color picture show?

Does it show that he is being mistreated?

(Interesting note – the picture is of Ike, not Mrs. LaRue – do we normally take a picture of ourselves to look at, or of a loved one?!)
Let’s write Ike’s explanation for his behavior when he stole food from the kitchen counter.

Reread pages 6-7
When was this letter written? 

What is Ike thinking about? A fire escape is a stairway outside a building to allow people to get down from tall buildings when there is a fire. What does he mean by clearing up “misconceptions” (wrong ideas that people still believe)? 
If students don’t understand “melodramatic,” state that it is strong, unreasonable emotion – drama queen

Let’s write Ike’s explanation for his behavior.

Reread pages 8-9.
When was this letter written?
Look at the color picture to see what Ike is reading. What is the title of the book? Why do you think this book is in the picture?
What is a warden?
Why does his letter state “teach – I mean WARDEN…” The author sometimes uses capital letters and words to help readers understand more about the story. What is the author helping us to understand here?
Why did Ike “flatly refuse” to roll over.

What behavior does Ike explain?

Let’s add that explanation to our chart.

Reread pages 10-11.
When was this letter written? What is Ike thinking about?

A lummox is a stupid person.

We see Miss Klondike carrying the typewriter in Ike’s thought picture. How else do we know Ike has lost his typewriter?

What does Ike mean – “I refuse to be broken!” (Students may need to be guided in this discussion.)

Does Ike explain any behavior listed in the newspaper article?
What book has Ike been reading? How might this book help him exaggerate his experience at obedience school?
Reread pages 12-13.
When was this letter written? What is Ike thinking?

“quite moderate” means not very much

What does Ike say in his letter?
The P.S. says “I don’t want to alarm you, but the thought of escape has crossed my mind.” What does he mean?
Where does he get the idea to run away?
Let’s add his explanation of his behavior to the chart.

Reread pages 14-15.
When was the letter written? What is Ike thinking?

What does queasy mean?

The letter says Dr. Wilfrey can’t find anything wrong with him – on the hospital chart the diagnosis, or description of his illness, is hypochondriac. That means the doctor thinks he is pretending to be sick.
What book has he been reading? Why do you think Ike feels sick? 
Do we need to add anything to our chart?  Why?
Reread pages 16-17.
When is this letter written? What is Ike thinking?
What does it mean when he says, “I could have a relapse, you know.”
What is Ike writing in his letter?
Did he explain any behavior? What does retrieve mean?
Was the behavior at the park in the newspaper article?

Reread pages 18-19.
When is this letter written? What is Ike thinking?
Ike says he will live the life of a desperate outlaw and signs “Your lonely fugitive” What is he explaining in his letter?

Reread pages 20-21.
When was the newspaper article written? 

What is being reported?
Mrs. LaRue is described as “visibly upset.” Why might she be very upset?
What does Mrs. LaRue say about Ike’s behavior?
According to the article, does Mrs. LaRue plan to send him back to obedience school?
Where is Ike?

Reread pages 22-23.
What is the date of the letter?
What is Ike thinking?
Is he really in a bad place?
What does Ike say in his letter?

Reread pages 24-25.
What is the date of the letter?

What is Ike thinking?

Where is he really?

What does Ike say in his letter?

Why does he sign “your misunderstood friend?”
What in the picture helps you understand Ike is sad?
Reread pages 26-30.
What is the date of the newspaper article?

What does the article report?
Ike had torn Mrs. LaRue’s camel’s hair coat as he tried to save her when she was crossing the street before he went to obedience school. (Look at title page and reread the article on page 1) In the newspaper article on pages 27 and 29 Ike has again tried to save Mrs. LaRue as she crossed the street and torn her camel’s hair coat. In the article on page 1 Mrs. LaRue uses his behavior as a reason to send him to obedience school. In the article on page 29 she says, “I don’t care about that (coat was badly torn), I’m just happy to have my Ike back home where he belongs.” Was Ike telling the truth when he said Mrs. LaRue doesn’t look both ways when crossing the street – and she needs him? 
Has Mrs. LaRue changed her opinion about Ike’s behavior and where he belongs? How do you know? (may need to revisit the behavior listed in the article on page 1)
Reread page 30
“I’ll bet he can’t wait to taste the chicken pie…”

Where is Ike? Where is Mrs. LaRue?
Do you think Mrs. LaRue will be unhappy with Ike?


	The illustration looks like a page torn out of a newspaper. It is jagged on the edges and the information sounds like a newspaper article.
The city is Snort City – snort is the sound a dog may make.
Mrs. LaRue has a dog named Ike. He is spoiled and she is putting him in an obedience school to improve his behavior. 
The school’s name sounds like Rottweiler, a kind of dog. Canine is another name for dog. 
The school has dealt with behavioral issues like the ones that make Mrs. LaRue unhappy. 
Ike’s behavior

explanation

Steals food from the kitchen

Chases neighbor’s cats

Howls when she is away

Pulled her down and tore her coat

There are thought bubbles going from the color picture to the black/white picture – that means Ike is thinking about the things in the black/white picture.

The color picture is nice and pretty – the black/white picture shows scary things.
Ike says the school is a prison and the dogs are bad. That’s what is in the black/white picture. The color picture shows well behaved dogs in a place that has a sauna and a pool.
October 2 – the second day Ike is in the obedience school.

He is remembering eating the chicken pie from Mrs. LaRue’s kitchen counter and explaining that he didn’t understand why she was upset about it. He didn’t know she was saving it for dinner.
There is an open letter in the picture. It must be a letter from Mrs. LaRue. She told him she was unhappy about the chicken pie and that he should be patient.

Dogs don’t live as long as people, so two months in a dog’s life would be longer than two months in a person’s life.

Ike has bones in his bowl and has eaten canned dog food. He has a nice pillow on his bed. He has a typewriter and plants. His room looks nice. He doesn’t seem to be mistreated.

Ike’s behavior

explanation

Steals food from the kitchen

Didn’t know she was saving it for dinner

Chases neighbor’s cats

Howls when she is away

Pulled her down and tore her coat

October 3 – the third day Ike is in obedience school.
Ike is remembering the neighbor’s cats and trying to tell Mrs. LaRue that he didn’t understand what was going on with the cats. He doesn’t think he should be blamed for them being on the fire escape. He doesn’t know how they got there.
Ike’s behavior

explanation

Steals food from the kitchen

Didn’t know she was saving it for dinner

Chases neighbor’s cats

Didn’t understand why the cats were making so much noise

Howls when she is away

Pulled her down and tore her coat

October 4 – the fourth day of obedience school
The title of the book is Gruesome PRISON Tales. Ike is reading about terrible prison life.
A warden is the head person at a prison.

Miss Klondike is the teacher at the obedience school, but Ike is imagining her as a warden. He is trying to make Mrs. LaRue think he is being mistreated, but the color pictures show that he isn’t being mistreated.

 He is unhappy about the things he is being told to do – he doesn’t want to “sit” and “roll over.” He is thinking about being in prison being punished.
He said Mrs. LaRue doesn’t look both ways when she is crossing the street and he saved her. She wasn’t grateful and fussed about her coat being torn.

Ike’s behavior

explanation

Steals food from the kitchen

Didn’t know she was saving it for dinner

Chases neighbor’s cats

Didn’t understand why the cats were making so much noise

Howls when she is away

Pulled her down and tore her coat

was really saving her from being run over
October 5 – the fifth day at the obedience school

He is thinking about how mistreated he is – he has lost his typewriter and he is sitting in jail with jail clothes on and a ball and chain attached to his foot.  
The print in the letter changes from typing to hand printing.
Ike means that he refuses to do what the people at obedience school are telling him to do.

No, he only talks about being mistreated.

He has been reading Nasty Dungeons of the World. Maybe he is reading about prisons and dungeons so he can exaggerate his letters to Mrs. LaRue to get her to let him come home.
October 6 – the sixth day at obedience school

He is thinking about rules – no howling or barking – no second helpings of food.

He explains that he wasn’t howling much while Mrs. LaRue was gone. She wasn’t there, so she wouldn’t know that it was quite moderate. Anyway, the neighbors wake him up in the middle of the afternoon with their loud vacuuming.
He doesn’t want to scare her, but he is planning to run away.

He has been reading the book 50 Great Escapes.
Ike’s behavior

explanation

Steals food from the kitchen

Didn’t know she was saving it for dinner

Chases neighbor’s cats

Didn’t understand why the cats were making so much noise

Howls when she is away

Didn’t howl much, wasn’t very loud, neighbors bothered him with loud vacuuming

Pulled her down and tore her coat

Was really saving her from being run over

October 7 – seventh day of obedience school

He is thinking about being so sick that he has to be taken to the hospital (vet).

Queasy means I think I might throw up.

He has been reading Medical Digest. He may be getting more ideas to exaggerate how he is feeling so he can go home.
No, there is nothing to add to the chart. Pretending to be sick wasn’t in the newspaper article.
October 8 – eighth day at obedience school

Ike thinks he is in prison
He could get sick again.

He is thanking Mrs. LaRue for sending a get well card, but he is surprised she didn’t come get him if he was sick.

He remembers good times they have had and tells her he still feels sick.

He tells Mrs. LaRue that he would always run and retrieve the tennis ball she threw in the park, except one time it landed in something nasty and he brought back a stick instead. 
No, that wasn’t in the newspaper article. He’s just telling her that he is really a good dog. He wants her to miss him like he misses her.

October 9 – ninth day at obedience school.

Ike is thinking about escaping.

Ike has written many letters to explain why he needs to come home. Mrs. LaRue has not come to get him, so he has to run away. He will be breaking the law when he is running away and he will have to hide from people trying to catch him. He is thinking his life will be very hard.

October 10 – the day after Ike wrote that he was going to escape.

Ike has escaped from obedience school. Mrs. LaRue thought he was bluffing about planning to escape. She says Ike can be melodramatic, and she hopes he will come back home. 
Ike has escaped, and Mrs. LaRue is worried about him. She doesn’t know where he might be.
She says he is basically a good dog, but he can be difficult.
Mrs. LaRue said she would have to wait and see whether she will send him back to obedience school.
He is riding in a taxi cab.

October 11 – the second day after Ike left obedience school
Ike is thinking he is in a far-off place (barren wasteland) in a train car.

No, he is sitting at a table about to eat a hamburger.

He says he is in a barren wasteland and doesn’t know where he is going. He misses the treats Mrs. LaRue used to fix for him and the nice apartment. Mostly he misses Mrs. LaRue. 

October 12 – third day after leaving obedience school

Ike is thinking he is in a scary place and wants to go home.

Ike is in a plane – he is listening to music with earphones.

Ike says life is hard for a stray dog and that he is coming home even though Mrs. LaRue may make him go back to obedience school. He is worried about Mrs. LaRue. 
He thinks Mrs. LaRue doesn’t understand why he did the things he did. 
Ike has a tear under his eye.
October 13 – fourth day after Ike left obedience school

Ike has returned to Snort City in a dramatic fashion – with a lot of drama. Mrs. LaRue had gone to the store to buy a new camel’s hair coat and didn’t look both ways before crossing the street. Ike rolled across two lanes of traffic to get to her. Mrs. LaRue wasn’t hurt but her coat was badly torn. She said she didn’t care about that. She was just happy that Ike was back. 
Yes, Ike was telling the truth. Mrs. LaRue may need him to help her cross the street. Although Ike sometimes is difficult (chases cats, howls, eats the chicken pie), he also helps Mrs. LaRue. 
She has changed her opinion about his behavior and now says he belongs at home with her. She was planning to serve his favorite dishes.

Ike is eating the pie before Mrs. LaRue comes into the room!
Maybe not - she was right! He couldn’t wait to taste the chicken pie! She knows it’s not important, just like her torn coat was not important.

	THIRD READING:
Look at the picture on the title page (Ike pulling Mrs. LaRue from the path of the bus). Read the newspaper article on page 1. What behaviors led Mrs. LaRue to send Ike to obedience school (refer to class chart)? How does she feel about him?
Read the newspaper article on page 20. How does Mrs. LaRue describe Ike’s behavior? What does she say about sending him back to obedience school when he is found?
How is this different from her opinion of Ike’s behavior at the beginning of the story?

Read the newspaper article on pages 27 and 29.

What behavior was reported? How does Mrs. LaRue feel about her torn coat now?

How has Mrs. LaRue’s opinion of Ike’s behavior changed?


	Stealing food, chasing cats, howling, and tearing the coat are the behaviors listed in the article and on our chart. She loves him, but she’s afraid he’s very spoiled.
Mrs. LaRue says Ike tends to be melodramatic; he’s a good dog, but he can be difficult. She’s not sure whether she will send him back to obedience school. At the beginning of the story she sent Ike to obedience school because of his behavior. She said she just didn’t know what else to do. Now she doesn’t know if she’ll send him back.
Ike rescued Mrs. LaRue from the cat food truck. He tore her coat, but she said she doesn’t care about that.
At the beginning of the story Mrs. LaRue was upset about Ike tearing her coat. In the middle of the story she said he could be difficult and melodramatic, but he is basically a good dog.
At the end, when Ike tears her coat again, she says she doesn’t care about that; she’s just glad to have him back.


FINAL DAY WITH THE BOOK - Culminating Task
· Review the three newspaper articles to see how the article was written. Discuss the change in Mrs. LaRue’s opinion about Ike’s behavior and what should be included in a newspaper article explaining that he is not going back to obedience school. As a class, write the article. Each child can then write his or her article and draw a picture to illustrate it. 
· Sample response:
Owner of Hero Dog Changes Her Mind! 
Mrs. Gertrude R. LaRue realizes she misunderstood her melodramatic dog Ike. He really wanted to help her out and tried to protect her. When she walked into the street without looking both ways, he rolled across two lanes to grab her and save her life. He couldn’t help that her new camel’s hair coat got torn. She is so happy he is home, and she is not going to send him back to obedience school.)

Vocabulary

	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/

processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students.) 
	These words merit more time and attention

(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 

of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	Page 1 – Snort City Register/Gazette – name of the newspaper in a city with dogs – dogs make a “snort” sound
Page 1 – cite – to list

Page 1 – canine  - dog
Page 5 – dog years – dogs don’t live as long as humans, so their time is different

Page 6 – misconception – a wrong idea that people still believe

Page 8 – warden – prison boss

Page 8 – flatly refuse – definitely refuse

Page 11 – lummox – stupid person

Page 11 – refuse to be broken – refuse to do something I don’t want to do

Page 12 – quite moderate – not very much

Page 14 – queasy – sick at my stomach
Page 17 – relapse – get sick again soon after getting well
Page 18 – desperate outlaw – someone who was willing to do anything to change a bad situation,  not caring about the danger

Page 18 – lonely fugitive – person who must hide from those who are hunting him

Page 22 – barren wasteland – place with very little food or water


	Page 6 – melodramatic – making a big deal out of a situation and making it more serious than it really is
Page 14 – hypochondriac – person who pretends to be sick


Extension learning activities for this book and other useful resources

· Consider using this story in a text set with The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt and Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin
· Detective LaRue Letters from the Investigation and LaRue for Mayor Letters from the Campaign Trail by Mark Teague are very similar to Dear Mrs. LaRue Letters from Obedience School. Ike’s character may be better understood by reading these books.
· List the main actions taken by Ike and Mrs. LaRue. Have students work in partners to pretend to be Ike and Mrs. LaRue and act out. This will help support students’ comprehension of what is happening as told through the newspapers articles and letters. Note: This is particularly supportive of English Language Learners.
What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?

1. Quantitative Measure

Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 
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2. Qualitative Features

Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 



*For more information on the qualitative dimensions of text complexity, visit http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf
3. Reader and Task Considerations

What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?

· The use of the two types of illustrations will be a challenge, as well as the vocabulary. Discussion of the reality vs. perception on each page will assist in the understanding of the use of the illustrations. Vocabulary will be discussed throughout the story.
How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?
· Students will learn that although people may not change, we can change the way we look at them.
4. Grade level 

What grade does this book best belong in? 1st grade as a read-aloud
All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was published in March 2018. Over time, the organizations that manage that external content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net.
Most of the texts that we read aloud in K-2 should be in the 2-3 or 4-5 band, more complex than the students can read themselves. 


2-3 band 	420-820L


4-5 band	740-1010L
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A person’s opinion of a situation can change. In spite of being bothered by someone’s behavior, a person can learn to tolerate it.





The story is told through a series of letters and three newspaper clippings. The newspaper clippings report Mrs. LaRue’s opinions. The illustrations show both the fantasy and reality of each situation.








The story contains a lot of play on words (Brotweiler Canine Academy,  Snort City Register/Gazette) and vocabulary that students may not know (The Birdman of Alcatraz, lummox, quite moderate, continues to be a nightmare). Ike’s letters are filled with emotion and complex sentences.





                                              


Understanding the difference in fantasy and reality.  Understanding how letters can communicate information. Learning how to get along with others when they frustrate us.
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Language
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