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READING

Every week, on the day between Sunday and
Monday, bunnies celebrate Bunday. It is the eighth
day in the bunny week, and for many, the most
popular. On Bunday, bunnies play their favorite
games in the meadow, read their favorite bunny
books, and eat their favorite bunny snacks. They
are the only known creatures on earth to have an
eight day week, and take great pride in it. However,
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Everg time you read o word,

you first have to recognize
each letter on its own.

Then you have o know what sound
each letter S“’ar\AS for.
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l——AnA that's Nex+ you have to combine each
only the
beginhing-

letter o form a word.
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Here we are’ Is that o brain?
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Bv+ M” braih
wasn't doing it.

The letters Yeah, I'm

became a Thats

Is My brain
amazins.‘
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Hetj, ‘Hnere's no Bl’mins neeA +o work +o remD
need to panic.

But reauling Aoesn'{"
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ANYONE .
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Let’s 9o back
in time...




'--+L\€ﬂ‘l‘€ born WireA
to talk.

Humans aren'+ born

wired to reod ...

NO, Don't eat that!

Here. Eat bhis instead
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So why doesn't
READ//VG?.’
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did come naturally
to me.

To answer that,
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with each other.

And all those parts must communicate
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The Visval Cortex

In the back of your brain, these
folks idenﬂf‘\j the letters you see.

ms like o backwarc\sJ)

G—’:ajbe an upside- Jo@

The Auolh"ory Cortex

F +\—\e le'f:'{' side of :jovr brain, +ki$j

dude tells apart the sounds in eré_&/
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...+o the sounds

Now we're in the oleeP center
H‘°3 represen‘l'.

brain, where the angular 9yrus
acts like a smartphone, connecting
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you read, all these different parts of
your brain work together —at |ightning speed.
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({ Tt+'s also a relatively new one. And it all beﬁan wi'}k,l

The invention of wriﬂmlg

HUMAI’\S

about

200,000 years.

have been +a|kinj for

But they only started reading about
5,400 years ago, in Ancient Sumer.

The Sumerians

system to record

IV have 1 bushel
of barley, please.

invented o writing

information.

For hundreds of Yyears,
the signs represented objects

La r\eg‘l c. 3100 B.c.

but over time, they
began to change in form
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In addition 1o Sumer, writing systems — and by extension the
abi\ﬁ’j to read — AeveloPeo\ inolePenJenH:, in ot least 3 other ancient

Ancien+ E33P+ China
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of humanity's first readers
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I+ wasn't until the Industrial Revolution in the mid 18th — mid |9th centuries
that literacy began to spread rapidly in Europe and the U. SA
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Foctories needed workers who could read

instructions, so literacy became
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The population boomed.
More schools opened, and more children

learned how to read.

The wider availabif'a of peper in
the 1800s lead 40 a massive expansion

of newspapers, books, and pamphlets...

.. and to better understand and
ckomge Yheir world.
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.which

to spreaJ and share new ideas...

empowered people
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po pulation can read.
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There are many benefits
to learning how to read.
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improve focus

Scroll

Scroll

scroll

5 cant S+°P-I z Need

improve .
. know wow it ends /

X

I wish I covld write

a story \ike This

>

— '9 oTher people
/S N

books oare windows ’ \'\{\

increase engagement

I HAVE To Do

m

O
o

BELIEVE
SCIENCE

~—




Wow, reo.&‘ms is like
o Superpower !
and its one you ] ‘-. X \
can learn in school .

N\, (u"‘{r\l,‘

R . \(l: ks p o0 N sty e,
NY4 e Y4 Ve . .
2 A\ - . ee
* N e 9 o A, tee il e
o {7,
22 o Moo :\"' o e o .
. e, o0 \\{, i
carn '" ° e a 4
3
These clon_,s, most children in the U.S. Some pick it vp qu'\cklg, and

start |earnin3 +o read in kin&ersarfen.

others learn at a slower pace.

NO ! \/And the faster readers ) ‘

are not Smarter than ‘ob

A“ Ch}lzlren |ear/\ a+ Ji{feren‘{' BU+ all chil&rgn |earn how +°

TN A . ’_—\\/’—\
PR PR

PR el ?
P22l 227
9p 22 7° ????.\




The 5 KEYS +o Learningg
O= How o Read L u-0O

I.Phonemic Auarenes‘ When we train our ears :o_hjar

the sounds in words, we

Phonemes are the individual sounds phonemic awareness.

I heard 3

that make up & word
sour\Js in the
word bat
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2 rh’nies .. to written letters. This skill
| &Je O

is called honics o P
Next we connect the sounds in words s sound familiarf
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The more words yov can read, And the more words you learn, the

the more words you'll learn ! easier it is to read Them.

(er epuscular!/!} i

5. Comrrelhension

And the easier rea&ins je-l*s, the

more {mmersed \_jov'“ be in what

you're reading. .
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one more
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Easier said than clor\e.l

T struggle with all +hose ‘Hr\inﬂs.

well, 5ou're not alone.

fv\ar\j Ki&s - Ql‘\& GAU""S—
have trouble reading-

\/\/L‘)v t can be 4 S+ru9g'6
Ny e v e e to learn .« e e WM b
/1 have trouble recognizi@ How many sounds are

in the word eburger“.?
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I should know
Qs e

NO, 'H"Io«+ co\n"l'
be rin’...

(I. need help soun&ir\ﬂ
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I+‘S A Ver\j
common
rea&ing

[/ T just...don't really connect \ |
with the stuff we read in school.

@"\ isnt My fiest Iahjua@

Eve ry book I'm

assigned is written
by old white
o\uo\es.

cvz it's

unrelatable

I woant to read
stories I con
see muyself |n.




Urncor+ww~+e\~j) mMmany Schools teach rea&inﬁ in ways that doa't
support all their students. In fact, some schools +each reading
the wrong _way, which often looks Someﬂ-\inj like this:

What word
rhymes with
Smouse?”

@S+a rt with ABC‘S'

Then jump right into
spelling words mmp>

And memoriz'\ng
memorizin

their meanings

What does
This sa9y?

And a bad habit
that's hard to break.




Thank\cvllj, science has shown us +the right ways to teach reaolinj,@
it looks someH\inj like this... —/&
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Best Prachices for Leari o Read
€ST Iractices Tor eamnng O Nea

-_1. Bui'ol Phonemic Awareness

That's just a fancy
way of Saying ...

-.-9et to Know every

Sound in & word ./

Don'+ be SH\j,’
Say‘em ovt

... and connec+if\3 them to
Yheir sounds/t

In other words, Prac‘h’ce recosn;a‘@

letters in words

3. Bewcr'ueno{ Books y

L You can read me
Mos . Il
B0 ks don, this way:

Wave /
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front cover an open book




ij'S also Lwe\fnfu( it You ho\ve access to...

Trained ESL teachers A culturally—inclusive learning environment

Good morninj, c'as;.’

Buenos dias !

LA oA

homework :

¥ English as a second language

Books you want to read So you want to read for fun/

For the last time,
come down for dinner!
Just one Moreﬁ

page!’!

Hey, the library '
has some cool stuff.
Ma\jbe I'l check
ovt this one. .-

AN
~
-~

|—

because when it comes to learning how +o read,
the mos+ IMPORTANT THING you Can do is...




And with enouglﬂ Frac+ice, 3ou'l\ become a fluent r@
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between words, their sounds, and their tal
meanings, that they can read effortlessly. Y W
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whole words as
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...becavse Communication
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written words. There's no shortcut

BUT +O l:ecome ‘Huen‘)“, Yov neeo(

to master slowly sounJing ovt




Ok, T'l work on
™My phonemes and
all those other
big words. ..

T'd rather
just read
comic books

but in the end...

N 3
=

) /r,,, YA \\f\( N/

comics can help’

L/
Le++ers are pictures of soun&s

s 21

Think about it..
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Comics use the same parts of your brain ne@

for readinj +ex+.‘../\

Visval cortex avéi‘i'or\j cortex inferior frontal cortex
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And while readma Comics can'+t comics can make reo‘o\ing more

replace solid reao\inj instruction... fun.
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'And as the Brazilian philosopher
Paolo Friere once said
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eo\rnir\g Yo read is like Euiloling- o web ..

C

between different

‘ parts of Yyour brain

So that you can connect with the rest of the world.




AND REMEMBER:

to read...

Many smart people
S+ru35|e to learn how

r\aecause the ab'l\'\Jf:j
to read has no+hih3

to do with how smart

But can reading

make 300 $ma\r+er :

I+ can expomd. 3our
mMmind.
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places

And \f\elr you navi3a+e o chaotic world.

Alcight, mMaybe the
5+r\133le iS Worth it.

How do spiders learn
how to talk?

LTI save

that answer for

another comic!




THIS COMIC WAS WRITTEN AND DRAWN BY DARYL SEITCHIK

Daryl Seitchik is a cartoonist and teacher currently living on
unceded Abenaki land. She received her MFA from the Center
for Cartoon Studies and has been nominated for several industry
awards. Her work has appeared in such periodicals as Resist! and
The New Yorker. Daryl loves to draw with children and to help
adults reconnect with their inner child through her cartooning
classes. To learn more visit: www.darylseitchik.com

The concept of a student-centered guide to the reading brain was the brainchild of David Liben.
Meredith Liben brought the idea into being by linking key people together. This project would not exist without
them. Special thanks to Amy Briggs and Celeste Hogan of Student Achievement Partners for their support.
James Sturm was the editor and Dan Nott provided additional editorial input. How We Read, A Graphic Guide
to Literacy exists because of a partnership and rights sharing between the Center for Cartoon Studies and
Student Achievement Partners. We trust it will be of value to many students, parents, and teachers.

FURTHER READING

ONLINE RESOURCES

Achieve the Core: achievethecore.org
Provides free, ready-to-use classroom
resources that support excellent, standards-
aligned instruction for all students.

Know Better Do Better: Teaching the
Foundations So Every Student Can Learn
by David and Meredith Liben

This book is a straightforward, narrative overview
of foundational skills and has chapters for
supporting older students who did not receive
adequate reading instruction.

Word Journeys by Kathy Ganske
A full foundational skills program-in-one-book.
Includes assessments and what to do about them.

The Center for Cartoon Studies HEA
teaches people how o make comics to
help us better understand ourselves,

our community, and our world.

All of CCS's graphic guides are
avaiable to download for free at:
cartoonstudies.org/cartooningprojects

=i AT DEMOCRAC

Reading Rockets: readingrockets.org

An excellent source of information on everything to
do with reading including a series of short videos that
demonstrate different aspects of reading and looks at
specific reading problems and what can be done to
strengthen them.

Reading Done Right: readingdoneright.org

At this website you can find Best for All: Sounds
First Program, a free-for-download complete basic
and advanced phonemic awareness program that
provides straightforward, grounded support for
improving your students' reading capacities.
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A GRAPHIC GUIDE to the US HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

Produced in White River Junction, Vermont and published by The Center for Cartoon Studies. This comic book is
available for free download under a CC-by-NC 2.0 License at: www.achievethecore.org and cartoonstudies.org/reading.
The Center for Cartoon Studies retains all print and licensing rights. To inquire about printed copy or licensing
the content for educational purposes, please contact: appliedcartooning@cartoonstudies.org.






If you can read this sentence, something
amazing is happening in your brain.

How do we learn how fo sound out written words? How
was writing even invented? What are the benefits of
reading? Why is it so hard to learn?

How We Read: A Graphic Guide to Literacy answers
these questions and more. Whether you are learning how
to read or helping someone who is, this comic will help.
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- To download free copies of this comic please visit: cartoonstudies.org/reading
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