Los Angeles 	Elephants Can Paint Too!	Recommended for Grade K

Title/Author:  Elephants Can Paint Too!  By Katya Arnold
Suggested Time to Spend: 5 Days, depending on culminating task(s) and student stamina			
Common Core grade-level ELA/Literacy Standards: RI.K.2, RI.K.3, RI.K.5, RI.K.6, RI.K.7, RI.K.10; W.K.2, W.K.8; SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, SL.K.5, SL.K.6; L.K.1, L.K.2
Lesson Objective:
Students will listen to an illustrated informational text read aloud and use literacy skills of listening, speaking and discussing, reading, and writing to understand the main ideas and supporting details in the text.

Teacher Instructions
Before the Lesson
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis below.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description to help you prepare to teach the book and be clear about what you want your students to take away from the work. 
Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Questions
· What do children and the young elephants have in common?  
One key takeaway is that children and elephants have many things in common: using parts of their bodies to sense and manipulate, enjoying cookie snacks, communicating, having friendships and expressing emotions, learning new things, and sometimes misbehaving.
· What can we learn about all Asian elephants?
One key takeaway is that they are vegetarians that eat and drink prodigious amounts, use their muscled trunks like noses and straws, scream and cry when sad, have been made to do heavy labor for thousands of years, learn commands.  
Synopsis
An art teacher teaches painting to young children in the city and to elephants in the jungle. The children and elephants have more in common than you might expect. We learn about the elephants and children who learn to paint, and more general information about Asian elephants.  

This informational text has “two tracks” of text:
· One track (large type) is very “primary” and functions on its own as an accessible first-pass read-aloud for young students. The topic is about elephants in a sanctuary in Thailand, who are taught to paint and whose paintings are sold to provide for their upkeep.
· The other track (green sidebars in a text box) gives more detailed factual information about all Asian elephants, in an effort to complement the large text about the elephants on the corresponding page. 

2. Go to the last page of the lesson and review “What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex.” This was created for you as part of the lesson and will give you guidance about what the lesson writers saw as the sources of complexity or key access points for this book. You will of course evaluate text complexity with your own students in mind, and make adjustments to the lesson pacing and even the suggested activities and questions.
3. Read the entire book, adding your own insights to the understandings identified.  Also note the stopping points for the text-inspired questions and activities. Hint: you may want to copy the questions vocabulary words and activities over onto sticky notes so they can be stuck to the right pages for each day’s questions and vocabulary work.
4. Consider pairing this series of lessons on Elephants Can Paint Too with a text set to increase student knowledge and familiarity with the topic. A custom text set can be found here. Note: This is particularly supportive of ELL students.
[bookmark: _Hlk509078023]Note to teachers of English Language Learners (ELLs): Read Aloud Project Lessons are designed for children who cannot read yet for themselves. They are highly interactive and have many scaffolds built into the brief daily lessons to support reading comprehension. Because of this, they are filled with scaffolds that are appropriate for English Language Learners who, by definition, are developing language and learning to read (English). This read aloud text includes complex features which offer many opportunities for learning, but at the same time includes supports and structures to make the text accessible to even the youngest students.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
This lesson includes features that align to best practices for supporting English Language Learners. Some of the supports you may see built into this, and /or other Read Aloud Project lessons, assist non-native speakers in the following ways: 

· These lessons include embedded vocabulary scaffolds that help students acquire new vocabulary in the context of reading. They feature multi-modal ways of learning new words, including prompts for where to use visual representations, the inclusion of student-friendly definitions, built-in opportunities to use newly acquired vocabulary through discussion or activities, and featured academic vocabulary for deeper study.
· These lessons also include embedded scaffolds to help students make meaning of the text itself. It calls out opportunities for paired or small group discussion, includes recommendations for ways in which visuals, videos, and/or graphic organizers could aid in understanding, provides a mix of questions (both factual and inferential) to guide students gradually toward deeper understanding, and offers recommendations for supplementary texts to build background knowledge supporting the content in the anchor text.
· These lessons feature embedded supports to aid students in developing their overall language and communication skills by featuring scaffolds such as sentence frames for discussion and written work (more guidance available here) as well as writing opportunities (and the inclusion of graphic organizers to scaffold the writing process). These supports help students develop and use newly acquired vocabulary and text-based content knowledge.

The Lesson – Questions, Activities, and Tasks
Note: The pages in this text are not numbered, so in this plan they are referenced by the predominant words in LARGE type on each pair of facing pages.
	TEACHER Questions/Activities/Vocabulary/Tasks
Plain text = Description 
Bold text = Teacher sample script

	STUDENT Expected Outcome or Response 

	INTRO:  
Pose the focusing question and post it in view:

What do children and elephants have in common?
(Focusing question poster in Teacher Notes)

Explain that in common means "alike" or "the same". 

Show book – read title: Elephants Can Paint Too!  
Have students repeat title.

Let students know:  This book is about SOME Asian elephants that live in Thailand, in a place where they are taken care of.  It also has information that is true about ALL Asian elephants. 

Every day we read this book we will be creating part of our OWN book about Elephants. We’re going to read and talk and write and draw.

Today in our first reading we will learn about SOME elephants that are taken care of, in a country in Southeast Asia called Thailand. Is today about ALL elephants or SOME elephants?

Start a CIRCLE MAP chart with book title in center – no frame. Frame will be drawn at end of lesson. (Two concentric circles)title

(See samples of circle maps in Teacher Notes)

In the middle circle we’re going to write the title: 
Elephants Can Paint Too!  What’s the title?
	 







Elephants Can Paint Too!  











Some elephants


They draw circle map in air 



Elephants Can Paint Too!  

	FIRST READING:
Read the entire book aloud (large text "first track" only), with minimal interruptions.


	The goal here is for students to enjoy the book, both writing and pictures, and to experience it as a whole.
Since the text is relatively brief, spend extra time letting the children really look at what’s happening in the picture. 

	After last page:

Turn and talk
What do we remember from this book? 
(If needed model: You might say to your partner: 
The children did…..… and the elephants did…..…

Let’s write what we remember from the book.
Record information on the circle map.  Write words and/or draw pictograms. The idea is for children to use the map to support recall and learning.

At the end of the lesson, draw a frame (frame of reference) around the circle map and write “First Reading”:
(See samples of circle maps in Teacher Notes)title
First reading


	


Pair-share what they remember from the text (examples below).  



Elephants paint, elephants like cookies, elephants can hold a paint brush, elephants like to be with friends, live in the jungle, etc.







See suggested additional activity in Teacher Notes – how to draw an elephant (to use for cover of book).

	SECOND READING 
This is a long session – it may be divided. 
Today we’re going to learn more – not just about the elephants who paint – but Asian elephants in general. 

Reintroduce the book and Circle Map from the first reading. Point to “first reading” on the frame.  Read through what students remembered from the first reading.   Write second reading in a different color. 
If the chart is too full, make another circle map with a frame.

This map WAS from our first reading. Now we’re going to use it again, to capture our thoughts from our second reading.

What is the title of the book we’re reading for a second time?

The author of the book is also the teacher of these elephants in the book. Her name is Katya Arnold.  What’s the author’s name?
Some books have different authors and illustrators, but in this book the author and the illustrator are the same person.

FOLLOW THIS SIMILAR ROUTINE THROUGHOUT WHOLE SECOND READING:
Re-read the large text, pausing on each set of facing pages to capture student ideas and recalled information from the text and photos. 

On “City/Jungle” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?
As students respond, annotate the circle map, grouping ideas and/or adding further information. 


On “Hands & Trunks” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?
As students respond, annotate the circle map, grouping ideas and/or adding further information. 

For each set of pages, show students that there is additional text in the green sidebars (“Second Track” text).  

Read the text in the green sidebar.
Referencing the text, invite students to repeat the words and act out words with you. Use the vocabulary charts for each page as students act out these words.
Let’s use our trunk like elephants!  Lets…:
	Pick things up
	Trumpet
	Communicate or Talk in sign language

	Smell
	Purr
	Suck your trunk – like a child sucks his thumb

	Snore
	Drink
	



	












ELEPHANTS CAN PAINT TOO!


Katya Arnold










There is snow in city and no leaves on trees.
The jungle has many plants and trees and the elephant is tiny in comparison. Someone is riding the elephant.

Children have hands and elephants have trunks, hands can touch, trunks touch, they like to touch trunks…








Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	SIMILAR ROUTINE THROUGHOUT SECOND READING:
Re-read large text, pausing on each set of facing pages.
As students respond, annotate the circle map, grouping ideas or adding further information. 

On “Food” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read the text in the green sidebar.
Referencing the text, invite students to act out words with you.
Let’s eat and drink like elephants:
	We’re vegetarians – we don’t eat meat.
	Twigs
	Eat 300 pounds in a day (make analogy = 6 desks)

	Grass
	Fruit
	Drink a bathtub full of water every day

	Leaves
	Ice Cream
	Slurp 



	





The boy is eating a sandwich, but the elephant eats grass, somebody is giving the elephant a cookie, the elephant has a big tongue, etc.


Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	On “Friends” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read the text in the green sidebar.
Referencing the text, invite students to act out words with you.
Let’s be friends like elephants:
	Wrestle
	Talk to each other with sounds people cannot hear

	Climb on each other
	Scream and cry tears because we’re sad.

	Act plain silly
	



	
The kids are whispering to each other, the elephants are whispering to each other, the elephant is wearing a bell…


Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	On “Art Class” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read the text in the green sidebar.
People have been making elephants work for a long, long time. Let’s work like elephants:
	Haul heavy stones and logs
	Spin around in a circus

	Frighten enemies like a tank in a war
	Carry people 

	Walk in parades
	Learn new things



	
The boy is tying the apron on the girl, the elephants have a blank paper, they are walking on grass, their trunks are long...



Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	On “Brush” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read the text in the green sidebar.
“Commands” are orders.  What commands do young elephants learn?
Let’s make some hand motions to go with our commands. 
Make up gestures for: Come, Bring it, Stop, Lie down

(Optional: I will be the elephant. Class, you can command me!)
	The teacher is putting the brush in the elephant’s trunk, the elephant’s ears and trunk are gray and orange, they are outside in the plants, etc…

Come, Bring it, Stop, Lie down
Students repeat commands with hand motions.

Students use hand motions and verbal commands to make “teacher/elephant” obey.

	On “Ways” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?
Read the text in the green sidebar.
Referencing the text, invite students to act out words with you.
Let’s use our 150,000 (!) trunk muscles to hold a paintbrush:
	Wrap your trunk around the brush

	Hold the brush inside your trunk

	Throw the brush away

	Eat the brush  (Hmmm - You may not be an artist if you eat the brush or throw it away…)



	
They hold the brush in different ways, one elephant has two brushes, the boy is holding the brush up to the sky, etc…


Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	On “Now Let’s Paint” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read the text in the green sidebar.
Referencing the text, invite students to act out words with you.
Let’s practice our brushstrokes:
	Touch the brush to the paper

	Drag your brush over the paper

	Make a line up here

	Change colors

	Drop the brush



	
The elephant’s painting is very big, the elephant is happy painting, it’s the same elephant with the orange ears, the boy is reaching high to paint, etc…

Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	On “Dots” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read the text in the green sidebar.
Referencing the text, invite students to act out words with you.
Let’s paint like elephants:
	Paint wiggly lines

	Paint spots

	Paint in the middle of the paper

	Paint everywhere

	Keep painting even if it’s clean-up time



	The boy and the elephant are painting in the same way, the elephant’s painting is orange and red, this elephant’s trunk is smaller – maybe he’s a baby, etc…


Students repeat words/phrases from the chart at left and act out meanings.

	Read “Bright Colors” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?

Read “Flowers” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?
Read the text in the green sidebar.
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?


“Praise” means to say nice things, or to give compliments. 
I might praise this child (in book) by saying, “You painted the roses so beautifully.”
Turn and Talk. How could we praise the elephant?  

Elephants also like a reward, which means a little prize or treat for a good job!  What treat did the elephants and children both like? (Hint: we saw it on the elephant’s tongue.)

Why does the teacher reward the elephants?
	
Both children and elephants use bright colors like red, green, blue, orange, yellow, turquoise, pink, etc…
Both children and elephants paint flowers,  etc…

Not all elephants paint trees and flowers. Most paint colored strokes. Some take 3 years to learn to paint trees or flowers.



Good elephant, You’re such a good painter, etc. 



Both like cookies as a reward.

For painting, for painting flowers

	Read “Style” pages:
What do we see in the photographs?

“Everyone has their own style” means that each painter has their own way of doing things, like their favorite colors to use and their favorite brushstrokes. 

What can we learn from these photographs about the styles of the child and the elephant?
	
The girl painted a tree and a sun, the elephant is painting a design, the elephant has a tusk and a hairy chin, etc…
 


The child uses lots of bright colors, the elephant uses fewer colors that are not as bright. The child paints things like a tree, a sun, and houses. The elephant fills the painting with brushstrokes, we can’t really see specific items.

	Read “Anything” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?


Read the text in the green sidebar.
What are some things young elephants do when they misbehave?


What do the elephant mothers do when their young ones misbehave?
	
The boy’s hands are covered with paint, the elephant put his painting in the water, the elephant is swimming, etc…

Grab each other’s tails, steal fruit from pocket, snatch hat off head, run away from mother, spray teacher with water)
Mothers spank them with their trunk…

	Read “Toes” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?
  

Let’s swim like elephants.  We can swim for a long, long way without resting!  Put your trunk in the air like a snorkel, so you can breathe. Now let’s swim.
	
Elephants love to bathe and to swim. The teacher is washing the elephant’s trunk, the elephant is squeezing the teacher’s hand, the elephant has a lot of paint all over his leg, the elephant is diving in the water, etc… 

Students act out swimming

	Read “Paint” pages:
What can we learn from the text and the photographs?


Read the text in the green sidebar.
What does the teacher do with all the paintings? 

An exhibition is a show where people can see and buy the elephant art. Why are there exhibitions of elephant art?

People pay the teacher money for the paintings. 
-What does she DO with the money from selling the paintings?
-What does she spend money on, to take care of the elephants? (Students need to infer.)
	
The boy is proud of his painting, the elephant with the bell has short tusks, the elephant is showing his painting, etc…

She puts on a show.


To show the amazing paintings
To raise money to take care of the elephants, etc.

Takes care of elephants
Food, place to live, paint, paper, brushes, etc.


Follow up 1: (optional – addresses standard of following 1- and 2-step directions): 
Show students how to draw an elephant (2 ways shown in Teacher Notes).  
Do the “directed drawing” step by step. 
Use scratch paper for lesson and practice.   Later do another version for cover of book.

Follow up 2: 
BEGIN CULMINATING PROJECT
Have students create the FIRST PAGE for their INFORMATIVE book.  Collect first page.
	Today we will start our OWN BOOK about children and elephants.  

You are going to draw a picture and write the BIG IDEA. 
It can be your own big idea. 

What BIG IDEA do you have for your INFORMATIVE book?

Or you can use this big idea - WRITE OR POST:
It’s amazing what children and elephants have in common.
Or other big idea(s)
	




Students turn and talk about their own big idea.


Students create their own topic sentence or copy the one posted. They illustrate.




	THIRD READING:
Show chart(s) from First and Second Readings.
Talk to your partner and tell them what you can remember from our first and second reading

Recap the posted focusing question by pointing to it and reading:
What do children and elephants have in common? Remember that “in common” means ways they are the same or similar.

Have a fresh chart ready and write Focusing Question across top: 
What do children and elephants have in common? . 
Read up to "hands and trunks" page.
Can you think of things children and elephants have in common? 
Ways they are the same or similar?

Repeat this process and note student responses after reading:
1. "food" pages
2. "friendship" pages
3. "art class" pages
4. "brush" pages 
5. "ways" pages
6. "let's paint" pages
7. "dots" and "bright colors" 
8. "flowers" pages
9. "style" pages
10. "anything can happen" pages
11. "toes" pages
12. "paint and be proud" pages

After our last reading, we wrote and drew the FIRST PAGE for our informative book.  That expressed our BIG IDEA: 
It’s amazing what children and elephants have in common 
What’s the main idea?

Now we will support our main idea with DETAILS.  
We will write about 2 ways that elephants and children are similar, one way on each page – 
2 pages of things elephants and children have in common. 
(can be other supporting details to support their big idea)

Review the chart of commonalities shared by children and elephants. 

Students will choose 2 things elephants and children have in common (or alternative supporting details), and will draw and write two pages about that.
	


(see examples below)


They both go to school, they touch each other


1. Food: both eat, drink water, like cookies
2. Friendship: they both talk to each other, have feelings, cry, scream
3. Art: they both learn from brothers and sisters, both can do art
4. Brush: both learn from teacher, both hold brush
5. Ways: both paint, both enjoy painting
6. Let’s Paint: both create paintings 
7. Dots: using dots, both make wiggly lines, use bright colors
8. Flowers: paint flowers and trees
9. Style: both paint in own style
10. Anything: both play around, both can be naughty, both can get paint all over them, both like to swim, both can get scolded by mothers
11. Toes: both need to clean up
12. Proud: both are proud of their work



It’s amazing what children and elephants have in common (or other big ideas they provide).







Students read/repeat ideas from chart


Students draw and write their two SUPPORTING DETAIL pages.  Collect.

	FOURTH READING:
Have vocabulary poster pages available from Teacher Notes. Tell students they are going to model the vocabulary words with motions and gestures. They will do this in pairs. Each pair will demonstrate their word and the class with follow.

Model with a student by using your trunk like an elephant (read words, do motions).

Give students time to rehearse; then, ask them to present.


Read through the book again, pausing at each set of pages and referencing the chart of What elephants and children have in common.  Read items on the chart, and take any new suggestions.

Turn and talk about the NEW ways you will write about children and elephants being alike. 


	








Students repeat and do motions.



Add any new ideas to chart.
Examples:
1. Food: both eat, drink water, like cookies
2. Friendship: they both talk to each other, have feelings, cry, scream
3. Art: they both learn from brothers and sisters, both can do art
4. Brush: both learn from teacher, both hold brush
5. Ways: both paint, both enjoy painting
6. Let’s Paint: both create paintings 
7. Dots: using dots, both make wiggly lines, use bright colors, learn to 
8. Flowers: paint flowers and trees
9. Style: both paint in own style
10. Anything: both play around, both can be naughty, both can get paint all over them, both like to swim, both can get scolded by mothers
11. Toes: both need to clean up
12. Proud: both are proud of their work





Pass out student pages from lesson prior (two supporting details).  Students draw and write one or two (or more) different SUPPORTING DETAIL pages.  Collect.
	ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY – SONG
Sung to the tune of 
“Here We Go ‘Round the Mulberry Bush”
Note: This is particularly supportive of English Language Learners.
	

	We have read our book four times!  Now we are going to learn a song to help us remember the details of the book. It’s a SONG about WHAT ELEPHANTS AND CHILDREN HAVE IN COMMON.

Do these elephants and children both go to art class?
(First line sung: 
 Elepha-ants GO to art class, GO to art class, GO to art class
Children also GO to art class.            A-at school.)
Model:        Elephants go to art class, go to art class, go to art class, 
                    Children also go to art class,           At school

Do they also both hold the brush?

Elephants hold the brush, hold the brush, hold the brush, 
Children also hold the brush              At school

Do they both paint wiggly lines?

(Sung: Elephants paint WIGGLY lines, etc.)
Elephants paint wiggly lines, wiggly lines, wiggly lines 
Children also paint wiggly lines                   At school

Do they both need to clean up after painting class?

(Sung Elepha-ants cle-ean up, cle-ean up, cle-ean up. Children also cle-ean up…)   Elephants clean up, clean up, clean up 
Children also clean up               At school

Are they both proud of their paintings?
Elephants are proud of their work, proud of their work, proud of their work, 
Children also are proud of their work              At school

Now let’s sing the entire song “from the top”.
	



Yes



Students sing song and do hand movements


Yes!

Students sing song and do hand movements


Yes!


Students sing song and do hand movements


Yes!


Students sing song and do hand movements


Yes!

Students sing song and do hand movements


All sing and gesture.

	Isn’t it amazing all the things elephants and children have in common?

That’s a good CONCLUSION for our book.  Let’s say that:
Isn’t it amazing all the things elephants and children have in common?

You’re going to write that sentence and make a last, beautiful illustration to end your book.
Write that phrase on the board for students to copy, or have them provide their own conclusions.
	


Isn’t it amazing all the things elephants and children have in common?


Pass out paper. Students do final drawing and write concluding statement.

FINAL DAY WITH THE BOOK - Culminating Task Completion & Performance
After the concluding page is written, devise a way – maybe with the help of students from an upper grade class – to bind all the pages of the book and cover.

In that process, students can read their book with their upper grade partner.
There might be a final read of the book (so upper grade kids can get familiar with the book).
Then all kids large and small can sing the song together.
Vocabulary

	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/
processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students ) 
	These words merit more time and attention
(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 
of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	This book is not paginated, but there are key words in large print on each set of facing pages. Those pages will be used to reference vocabulary (see charts in Teacher Notes).

Most of the vocabulary words are straightforward and can be shown by acting out.


**See Teacher Notes for vocabulary charts.
	On City/Jungle pages:
Jungle = area where MANY plants, trees, and animals live

On Hands/Trunks pages:  
Communicate = talk, send messages from person to person or animal to animal 

Friends pages: 
"Sounds people cannot hear" = use examples of dogs, whales, elephants, whose sounds are outside the range we can hear

Works pages:
Recently – not long ago
Artists – people who make art (-ist = someone who does/makes/plays something, e.g. pianist, violinist, scientist)
Elders – people who have lived longer than you

Brush pages:  
COMMANDS = Orders, giving directions to OBEY.  (Examples with dog:  sit, stay, speak, etc. - Demo with student.  "Did the doggie obey the commands?")

Let’s Paint pages:
Dab (demonstrate)

Wow pages:
Strokes – demonstrate

“Everyone has their own style” pages: 
Their own style – Each painter has their own way of doing things, their favorite colors to use, brushstrokes they use. 

Toes pages:
Bathe – take a bath, take a swim
Snorkel – breathe through a tube when you are underwater

	





	"Paint & be proud" pages: 
exhibition – show where people can see all the paintings, to show is to exhibit. An exhibition is a kind of show.



	SYNTAX
	"The money that is made is used to provide a secure and healthy life for the Asian elephants."





[image: ]Show students how to draw an elephant (2 ways shown on these two pages).  

Do the “directed drawing” step by step. 

Use scratch paper for lesson and practice. 

Later do another version for cover of book.
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Sample Circle Maps
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Vocabulary Charts
Let’s use our trunks like elephants:
	Pick things up
	Trumpet
	Communicate in sign language

	Smell
	Purr
	Suck on your trunk
(like a child sucks his thumb)

	Snore
	Drink
	




Let’s eat like elephants:
	Vegetarian
	Twigs
	Eat 300 pounds
in a day 

	Grass
	Fruit
	Drink a bathtub full of water

	Leaves
	Ice Cream
	Slurp




Let’s be friends like elephants:
	Wrestle
	Talk with sounds 
people cannot hear

	Climb on each other
	
Scream and cry tears 

	Act plain silly
	




Let’s work like elephants:
	Haul heavy stones and logs
	Circus

	Frighten enemies
like a tank in a war
	Carry people

	Walk in parades
	Learn new things




What commands do the elephants obey?
	Come

	Bring it

	Stop

	Lie down




Let’s hold the paintbrush like elephants:
	Wrap your trunk around the brush

	Hold the brush inside your trunk

	Throw the brush away

	Eat the brush




Let’s practice our brush strokes:
	Touch the brush to the paper

	Drag the brush

	Make a line up

	Change colors

	Drop the brush



Let’s paint like elephants:
	Paint wiggly lines

	Paint spots

	Paint in the middle of the paper

	Paint everywhere

	Keep on painting even if it’s clean-up time



What do elephants like to get when they’re learning?
	Reward

	Praise

	Treat




Let’s misbehave like elephants:
	Grab each other’s tails

	 Steal fruit from pocket

	Snatch hat off head

	Run away from mother

	Spray teacher with water

	Spank with trunk



Elephants and Children Song
to the tune of “Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush”
Elephants go to art class, go to art class, go to art class, 
Children also go to art class
At school

Elephants hold the brush, hold the brush, hold the brush, 
Children also hold the brush
At school

Elephants paint wiggly lines, wiggly lines, wiggly lines 
Children also paint wiggly lines
At school

Elephants clean up, clean up, clean up 
Children also clean up
At school

Elephants are proud of their work, proud of their work, proud of their work, 
Children also are proud of their work
At school
What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?
1. Quantitative Measure
Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 
Most of the texts that we read aloud in K-2 should be in the 2-3 or 4-5 band, more complex than the students can read themselves. 
2-3 band 	420-820L
4-5 band	740-1010L
AD 660L

	

2. Qualitative Features
Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 
Text is “Two Track” – with first person narrator (the teacher) in large print, talking about teaching painting to children and elephants.  Small, sidebar text is more general informational text about Asian elephants.  Students infer the similarities and differences between elephants and young children.
Photographic images and text concentrate on children and elephants painting.  Book is like “two texts in one” (see Structure notes at right).  One text shows how children and elephants are alike (in the painting class) and the other focuses more on general information about Asian elephants.





Structure
Meaning/Purpose

Knowledge Demands
Language

Text and language are MODERATELY COMPLEX, and much of the vocabulary is easily accessed by acting out, which is a large part of the second and third readings of the text.

Text provides most of the information that students would need in order to comprehend the text. 




[bookmark: _Hlk509078247]
*For more information on the qualitative dimensions of text complexity, visit http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf

3. Reader and Task Considerations
What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?    
· Text is challenging in that there is a lot of information.  
· Supports recommended are to engage students verbally and kinesthetically with the vocabulary words, acting them out and then being guided by teacher to see what elephants and children have in common (the subject of the culminating task – a book). 
How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?  
· Text provides information about Asian elephants in a sanctuary in Thailand.  
· Recommend distinguishing the lives and activities of these elephants as compared to elephants in the wild.

4. Grade level  
What grade does this book best belong in?     KINDERGARTEN
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All content linked to within this resource was free for use when this resource was published in March 2018. Over time, the organizations that manage that external content may move or remove it or change the permissions. If the content is no longer available, please email info@studentsachieve.net.
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