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Welcome to 2018!
As we begin a new year, all of us at Student Achievement Partners are excited to
continue collaborating with you, learning from you, and hearing about all the great
instructional advocacy you do in your classrooms and schools! The work you've done in
2017 has been inspiring. Here's to another great year of working together for students!

Jump to January 2017 Highlights

Spotlight on Instructional Advocacy 

Core Advocate Webinars 

Apply to Attend the May Core Advocate Convening!

Showcasing Our Network
Question of the Month

This Month 

Share one professional organization do belong to, and share how your membership
helps you as an educator. What do you learn or gain from collaboration with this
organization?

Last Month 
Question: What New Year's resolution are you going to work on in 2018 in your job for
yourself, your students, or with your colleagues? 

Submit for a chance to win a $25 Amazon gift card

https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=4ec6bb1ee5975776b3619f439&id=6c7f1e01cb&e=[UNIQID]
mailto:jbeltramini@studentsachieve.net?subject=January%20Question%20of%20the%20Month%3A%20Professional%20Organization%20


Winning Answer: 

"My New Year’s resolution is to improve giving and receiving feedback; giving feedback
to my students and receiving feedback from peers/administrators. I’ve bought two
books already to assist me in giving feedback to students in terms of their writing essays
and I will be trying both oral and written feedback. In terms of receiving feedback, I just
need to seek that out more!" 
- Kelly Grotrian 

Other Noteworthy Answers: 

"My New Year's Resolution that I am going to work on is working on improving my
curriculum for my high school students. I have always been a middle school teacher,
until this year, and now I am revamping our high school curriculum. This has been a
huge wake up call for the school, students, and myself. I am realizing the value of all the
Achieve the Core tools. I am bringing new ideas to the math department and bridging
the coherence from middle school to high school in monthly PLC meetings. We recently
completed a FAL (formative assessment of learning) as a department. Every student from
7th grade to 12th grade completed the same FAL and we discuss the similarities and
differences in student responses. AMAZING!!!" 
- Stephanie Barnett 

"I want to learn more about deepening my understanding of rigor in the Math Standards
to then support instructional coaches, teachers, and admin in making sense of the tools
available to them as they continue their curriculum work. I hope as I deepen my
understanding I can increase the knowledge (content & practices) of those teacher teams
who are asking for more supports to help build their conceptual knowledge. I hope to
focus on Grades 6-8 EE & RP this year! Wish me luck and keep the support materials
coming..." 
- Shannon Pasvogel 

"I am working on building collaborative relationships by soliciting diverse points of view
and seeking understanding." 
- Erin Coker 

"My life New Year’s Resolution is take time to do the things I love that fill me back up-
like trail running, drawing & painting, dancing, exploring new cities. I keep emptying my
emotional tank and need to fill it back up. My teaching New Year’s Resolution is to try to
hold the students accountable for their efforts and help them see how important it is to
just try their best when the math gets difficult." 
- Meaghan Kehoegreen

Showcasing Instructional Advocacy

Instructional Advocacy Action Form Spotlight 

Core Advocates from around the country are making an impact on educators and
students through their instructional advocacy! We love to hear stories about the great
work being done by Core Advocates in classrooms, schools, districts, states, and
beyond! You can share your stories by filling out the quick Instructional Advocacy Action

https://achievethecore.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ec6bb1ee5975776b3619f439&id=0f4ed4250a&e=6789b5225f


Form survey each time you engage in work related to aligned instructional practice,
materials, and assessment. In the newsletter each month, we will be highlighting a
response by one of the Core Advocates. Be sure to tell us about your action for a chance
to be selected and win Core Advocate gear! 

January Spotlight 

Stephanie Stephens, a Florida Core Advocate, is the Associate Director of PACE Center
for Girls where she serves 19 schools in Florida. Stephanie recently presented about Text
Sets at the Educational Strategies and Student Engagement Institute in Florida. Stephanie
said, "As part of the conference presentation, we used the text sets to present reading
and writing across the curriculum for secondary educators in alternative education. Most
often, our educators believe that their students cannot read or access complex text.
Additionally, many of our science and social studies teachers report that students have a
difficult time with content in their classrooms due to a lack of background knowledge.
We used the text sets as an example of building knowledge and vocabulary of science
and social studies content prior to students opening the textbooks. Teachers left with
examples of text sets from Achieve the Core. They also stated how this would be helpful
for the students they serve. A follow-up email and survey will go out to them next week.
Teachers will also have the opportunity to present the PD to teachers at their centers
around the state." 

Thank you for sharing your instructional advocacy Stephanie! We're happy you have been
able to help Florida educators learn about Text Sets!

Resources
Classroom Connections

Assessment Tools You Can Use! 

Looking for quality ways to assess
students in your math classroom? Check
out the growing bank of K-12 math
mini-assessments available on Achieve
the Core! All of the mini-assessments on
Achieve the Core are designed to
highlight one or more aspects of the
math Shifts. Although aligned to the
CCSS, these items also represent the
demands of all college- and career-
readiness standards in their call for
Focus, Coherence, and Rigor. The CCR
standards-aligned assessments can be
used as formative checks alongside any
math curricula.

Share your Instructional Advocacy!

https://achievethecore.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ec6bb1ee5975776b3619f439&id=0f4ed4250a&e=6789b5225f
https://achievethecore.org/page/2784/text-set-project-building-knowledge-and-vocabulary
https://achievethecore.org/category/1020/mathematics-assessments
https://goo.gl/forms/3nx4S9uRq3vQg7952


Quick Video Learning Resources 

Need a refresher on the Matthew Effect or vocabulary worth teaching? Looking for a way
to start the conversation with colleagues about these important literacy ideas? Searching
for vocabulary professional learning resources to use in your PLC? Check out the short
YouTube videos produced by the Washington State Core Advocates! You can find these
and other videos on the WA Core Advocates YouTube channel. 
 

Top 25 Aligned Blog Posts of 2017! 

2017 has been a year of insightful, practical, and thought-provoking posts on the
Aligned blog! We’ve checked the year’s stats and collected a list of the 25 most-visited
posts. In this list, you’ll find posts authored by a diverse collection of writers: classroom
teachers, district leaders, and subject matter experts. This blending of voices and
perspectives is what we need in order to create thoughtful change and improve student
outcomes. Take a moment to check the list, see if your favorites made the top-picks,
and discover new posts you may have missed.

Your Own Learning
Webinars

Monthly Core Advocate Webinar Series 

February: Math Modeling Myths 
Ask your colleagues what it means to model with mathematics and you will probably get
different answers from each one. Join us on Wednesday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m. ET as
we look at a variety of K-12 activities intended to build a student's ability to model with

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMo1PJ0TUOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgutqRlzmps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqthR_NPumNIr2KMzRQcWWQ
https://achievethecore.org/aligned/
https://achievethecore.org/aligned/read-articles-2017/


mathematics. Bring a colleague or two and develop a deeper understanding of what it
means to meet the demands of Math Practice 4!

March: enVisionmath 2.0 MAP 
Does your district use enVision Math in grades K-5? Join us for an exclusive sneak peek
of the yet-to-be-released adaptation guidance documents for the mathematics program
enVisionmath 2.0. Throughout 2017, SAP partnered with districts using enVisionmath
2.0 to develop guidance documents to better align the program to the math Shifts and
Standards. The guidance documents were piloted in classrooms over the fall and winter
and will be published on achievethecore.org in May 2018. Get together with your
colleagues and join us for the webinar on Wednesday, March 7 at 7:00 p.m. ET! You'll
hear from pilot users, learn more about the adaptations made to the program, and
receive early access to the guidance documents.

In the News

Five Components of High-Quality

Professional Learning 

ESSA gives district and school leaders a
unique opportunity to improve the
quality and impact of professional
learning, leading to better classroom
instruction and student outcomes.
Educators for High Standards partnered
with Learning Forward and Teach Plus
with the shared goal of highlighting and
showcasing educators who are leading
high-quality, redefined professional
learning in their own schools or districts.
Through this work, they found five
components of redefined professional
learning that made a difference for
teacher practice and student learning:
classroom-focused, sustained, job-
embedded, data-driven, and teacher-led.
Read the report to learn more!

Bulletin Board

Apply to Attend the May 2018 Core Advocate Convening in Denver! 

Register for the February Core Advocate Webinar!

Register for the March Core Advocate Webinar!

http://www.educatorsforhighstandards.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/efhs-lifelong-learners-professional-learning-redefined.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2536628688215854593
https://register.gotowebinar.com/#register/5943854693262696961


Student Achievement Partners is excited for the fourth annual Core Advocates
convening: Learn, Lead, Impact! in Denver, Colorado May 19 - 20, 2018. This year,
attendees will have the opportunity to dive deeply into learning around important
Instructional Advocacy topics, including the Instructional Practice Toolkit, supporting
special student populations, foundational skills for reading, and more! 

To be considered for attendance at the convening, complete the application. Due to
limited space, responses to these questions will help us to select a diverse and
knowledgeable group of attendees. Please be specific in your responses. 

There is $300 registration fee to attend. Participants' travel and hotel accommodations
will be paid by Student Achievement Partners. If you have any questions, reach out to
Janelle Fann at jfann@studentsachieve.net. 

Get Involved 

Assessment Survey! 
The State of Our Classrooms – Assessment questionnaire is open! We’re interested in the
supports that educators have in their school and district settings around assessments
and we want to ask you for your input. We will hold a weekly raffle every Thursday until
early February 2018 for questionnaire participants to win Core Advocate promotional
materials and $25 Amazon gift cards. Lend your voice to help us better understand how
assessment works in your school or district. 

Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
Do you teach mathematics or science (including computer science) at the K-6 grade level
in a public, charter, or private school? You can apply for the Presidential Award for
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching! Past Core Advocates receiving the
award include Melissa Collins (TN), Kristin Gray (DE), Sarah Luvaas (OR), Kareen Borders
(WA), Jamie Garner (CA), Melissa Romano (MT), Becky Pittard (FL), and more! The award
recognizes those teachers who develop and implement a high-quality instructional
program that is informed by content knowledge and enhances student learning. Award
recipients serve as models for their colleagues, inspiration to their communities, and
leaders in the improvement of STEM (including computer science) education. The
National Science Foundation administers PAEMST. Applications are due by May 1, 2018. 
 

Job Opportunities 

Instruction Partners is launching a series of Standards Bootcamps in Tennessee and
Florida in summer 2018. Standards Bootcamps are two-day, intensive trainings for
teachers offered in math and ELA at each grade level, focused on the content of the two
most challenging domains of the standards. These learning opportunities are led by
current educators who receive high quality training and support to prepare to lead their
peers. This is an opportunity for teachers to expand their impact beyond their own
classroom while continuing to teach their students. Core Advocates should consider
applying! To find out more, please visit the Instruction Partners Bootcamps webpage. Or
check out the information about the Content Coach role in Tennessee and the Content
Coach role in Florida. If you are interested, apply quickly! Applications are due January
16.

https://www.tfaforms.com/4651998
mailto:jfann@studentsachieve.net?subject=Question%20about%20May%20Denver%20Convening
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SoOCAssessment
https://www.paemst.org/home/view
https://www.paemst.org/nomination/nominate?selfNomination=true
https://instructionpartners.org/
https://instructionpartners.org/tennessee-bootcamps-overview
https://instructionpartners.org/florida-bootcamps-overview
https://instructionpartners.org/tennessee-bootcamps-content-coach-info-application-page
https://instructionpartners.org/florida-bootcamps-content-coach-info-application-page


Upcoming Events 

February 7 
Core Advocate Webinar 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. (ET) 

March 7 
Core Advocate Webinar 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. (ET) 

April 4 
Core Advocate Webinar 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. (ET) 

May 19-20 
May Core Advocate Convening 
Denver, CO

Social Media Spotlight

https://twitter.com/oodlesofteach


Assembled by Student Achievement Partners 

https://twitter.com/maureenhill_
https://twitter.com/ClassroomD4
https://twitter.com/naturalmathgirl
http://www.twitter.com/achievethecore
https://www.pinterest.com/achievethecore/
http://www.facebook.com/achievethecore
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